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Matthew 5:1-24

Jesus Christ has something to say about His disciples' attitude toward the world of lost men and women. In Matt. 5:17‑20 we read about the disciples' attitude toward the Lord and His Word and Christian living. Verses 22‑24 tell of the disciples' attitude toward their brethren. Let us read just now, Matthew 5:1.

“And seeing the multitude He went up into the mountain: and when He was set His disciples came unto Him. And He opened His mouth and taught them.”

The picture here is Christ and His disciples in the foreground, and the multitudes in the background. He is about to teach His disciples about their everyday living. You are familiar with this passage. It is usually called The Beatitudes. I want to call your attention to verses 13 through 16. If you are a disciple of Christ, these verses apply to you. They apply to anyone who would follow Christ.

Now I do not agree with the theory that this passage and the rest of The Sermon On The Mount is to be relegated to the Millennium. I do not believe that it applies only to that period of history yet far ahead in the future. There are some who teach that this does not apply to us today. But I believe that this is for us today. The Lord Jesus is speaking to His disciples teaching them how they should conduct themselves, and if we are His disciples, He is teaching us how to conduct ourselves.

Christ says (verse 13) that we are as salt. “Ye are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt hath lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden under the foot of men.”

Ye are salt! If you lose your spiritual power, if you lose your spiritual tang, if you cannot help men spiritually, you are to them an outcast. Not cast out by God, but by men. Once a Christian has had a real testimony, and then loses his testimony and spiritual power, the world doesn't believe in him any more, and how often that is true! How terrible it is for us as Christians to FAIL! How awful it is for us to fall into open sin, and for it to become known to people round about. We may be cast out by men, but we are not cast out by God. God will forgive. Men do not forgive. There are some men who are just looking for our failure. They are watching and hoping we will fail. When a Christian does slip, how men tread on him and talk and feel glad about it! We need to live earnestly, in touch with Christ, so that we may not lose our spiritual power.

Salt is a preservative. There is iniquity all around us. Christians in the world are to hold back the terrible tide of iniquity. They must hold the line somewhere! If I break down, and if you break down, how much more will the unsaved continue in sin! The need of the people of God today is to get right with God and live holy, pure lives, that we may be SALT indeed. When we are in the midst of sin, we are to hold it back, not promote it and further it. We are to use our Christian influence to hold back the tidal wave of sin sweeping on us today. Christians are the only SALT the earth has. When Jesus says “earth” here, He is not speaking of mud and sand and stone and so on. He is speaking of the world OF MEN. We are to be salt among men! We are to be a preservative. We are to be an antiseptic, if you please, in the midst of corrupt living.

Every real Christian has some tang of spiritual power about him. When he loses it, what is he good for among men? He is good for nothing. He has lost the thing that makes him an influence for Christ. I am not talking about mere goodness. A friend of mine, Dr. Forrest, from Toccoa Falls Institute at Toccoa, Georgia, says that he knows some people who are so good they are good for nothing. How many “good” people are in that category. Good, but no tang, no spiritual influence, no saltiness as a Christian among this world of lost men! No effectiveness of Christ. No results for God. Not doing anything that will abide forever. Not living with eternity in view. Certainly not good unto God.

Though God will not cast him out, men will cast him out. “If so‑and‑so is a Christian,” they say, “I don't want to be one.” Men respect a real Christian who is living for his Lord! But about some Christians they say, “Is so‑and‑so a Christian? Why, I know him and he drinks. I know so‑and‑so and she smokes. I know so‑and‑so and he plays cards. And so‑and‑so goes to parties where cocktails are served. I know so-and‑so and she dances and goes to the shows. What does that person have that I don't have? They do all the things that I am doing. They are no different from me.” Cast out by men! You can say all you want in favor of worldly living for a Christian, but I tell you, this world expects a Christian to live in a different manner! You watch and you will find it to be true. Christians are to live by the power of Christ. If they do, they will be as salt in this world.

The world despises someone who professes to be a Christian and doesn't live up to it. But the world will come around to honoring the men and women who are genuine, who are real, and who stay true to God! Oh, how we need to get rid of our slackness; how we need to be effective for Christ! How we need to LIVE, as we believe!

In a cafeteria recently, as we approached a table, I noticed that it was a friend of ours who was getting up, ready to leave. We had a word of greeting and he left. We seated ourselves at the table where he had been eating, and a lady was seated there. I noticed a strange look on her face, as though she was dazed, was thinking. After a moment, she asked us if we knew the gentleman who had been sitting there. I answered that he was a preacher‑friend of mine from North Georgia. “Oh,” she said, “I'm not surprised. I didn't know that he was a preacher, but I felt that he was a child of God.” We said that he was, indeed, a child of God and that he has been an earnest Christian for many years. The woman was not a Christian, and she was drinking in every word we said. She said to us, “It must be wonderful, to be a real Christian!” She said, “I knew that he was a good man. I feel better now. I can go back to work feeling better.”

Well, there was a testimony that lingered in the heart of that woman. That preacher‑friend, we know, didn't say, “I'm a preacher! I'm so‑and‑so!” He probably talked to her about Jesus, that's all, and the things of God. The woman was entranced, hungry‑hearted, reaching out for this spiritual food, listening to the things he had to say. A real Christian has the kind of heart and life that is packed with a testimony and finds some way of expressing Christ to the world! Oh, how we need to be like that today. The Lord Jesus intends for us to be SALT.

Have these words of Christ been cutting into your heart? Are you among these who have lost their savor, their effectiveness, for Christ? Are you among those who are being used of God every day?

Next the Lord says that Christians are the LIGHT of the world. “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel but on a candlestick, and it giveth light to all that are in the house.” What is Jesus saying? He is saying that if we have the Light in our souls, we are to let it shine! It is as though He said, “Christian, why do you think I lit you?  Why do you think I illuminated you?  Why do you think I saved you and gave you the Light of salvation and eternal life? It wasn't meant to be hidden and held back. It was meant to give light to the world around you. Set your Light up on a candlestick! Let it shine to every one! Let the beams of your spiritual influence reach out to everyone around you."

God gives the reason. It was given not to glorify self, but “to glorify your Father which is in Heaven.” What kind of light are we giving out, Christians?

A city set on a hill, He says. God has placed you in a strategic place. He placed your life where it cannot be hid. He put you where you are for people to look to. Do not say to yourself, “It doesn't make any difference what people think of me.” Listen, it DOES make a difference! It makes a great difference what they think. Do not say, “It's nobody's business how I live.” Yes, it IS somebody's business! It is your Lord's business. You are representing Him, if you are a Christian. What you are as His light‑bearer, His representative, affects what people think of HIM! It DOES make a difference. Suppose a Christian has been saved and has walked with Christ. Then he yields to the temptation to drink, saying, “It's nobody's business what I do. Anyway, I'm not hurting anyone but myself,” YOU ARE HURTING GOD! YOU ARE HURTING CHRIST! YOU ARE HURTING THE GOSPEL! YOU ARE HURTING EVERY FELLOW‑CHRISTIAN! YOU ARE HURTING THE WHOLE CAUSE! YOU ARE HURTING THE LOST WORLD! That unsaved man sees a Christian sin and ruin his testimony, and he thinks, “If that is all Christ can do for a person, He must not be real. There's not much to it.” Oh, the responsibility Christ put upon those who confess Him! He says we are to let the light SHINE, we're to GIVE IT OUT, and we’re NOT TO HIDE IT.

Christ's teaching is that we are to let the light shine BEFORE MEN. In the home. On the job. On the street. Everywhere. Now why? So that men may see the good works and GLORIFY THE FATHER IN HEAVEN. Our good works are meant to lead unsaved men to seek God, to show them what God can do with a sinful life, to lead them to become disciples, too. To glorify the Father is the reason. When Christians act like children of God, they glorify Him.

But a drowning man cannot save another drowning man. If we have no testimony, no spiritual power, if we aren't living in prayer and the Holy Word, then we can't win men to the Lord Jesus.

A pastor‑friend of mine recently was talking with a man whom he had known for thirty‑five years. He asked him, “Are you saved?” The friend said, “No, I am not saved.” The pastor said, “Won't you accept Christ?” The man bowed his head and accepted Christ as his personal Saviour. When he lifted his eyes, he said, “Preacher, you are the only man who has ever asked me about my soul.” Tears were rolling down his cheeks. The preacher said, “It hurts me terribly for you to say that, because it condemns me. I have known you for thirty‑five years but I thought all along you were a Christian. I thought all along that it was well with your soul. And you tell me no one has ever spoken to you about your soul all these thirty‑five years. It makes me feel condemned.”

Oh, beloved, there are people ALL AROUND US who are waiting for us to act like a Christian toward them! They are waiting for us to be salt, waiting for us to shine, waiting for us to take the initiative as children of God, waiting for us to speak to them, waiting for us to help them come to a knowledge of Christ. God help us to try to obey the commands of Christ and be light, and be salt to the unsaved!

If you are not a Christian, won't you bow your head just where you are and this moment accept Christ as your own personal Saviour? Will you do it? God bless you.
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