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Isaiah 53

Let us turn now to Isaiah, the 53rd chapter. Today we are taking up Christ, Our Healer, and the passage is found in verse 5. “By His stripes we are healed.” Those six words you will want to keep before you. Also you will want to keep in mind Exodus 15, “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” And Psalm 103 “Who forgiveth all thine iniquities and who healeth all thy diseases.” Psalm 107, “The Lord is good and His mercy endureth forever.” It is good to meditate on these passages referring to divine healing.

I wonder if Isaiah 53 is not the most outstanding passage in the Old Testament when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ. Someone has called this book “The Gospel of Isaiah” because it is so evangelical. It tells us about Jesus dying for us, just as the Gospels do. In the great heart of this Book is Isaiah 53. And in the heart of Isaiah 53 we have the core of all 66 chapters of the Bible. In the middle of this great chapter we read, “With His stripes we are healed.” The reference is to Christ, our Healer.

You remember Acts, chapter 8, where the Ethiopian eunuch was riding along reading in the book of Isaiah. Phillip heard him reading and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And the eunuch said, “I don't know of whom he is speaking.” Phillip then told him that the reference was to Jesus Christ. This great 53rd chapter of Isaiah presents a picture of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. There is not a more graphic picture of the crucifixion than this chapter or Psalm 22. “With His stripes we are healed." The word HEALED means to cure and to bring into well‑being. Literally, “it has been healed to us.” It means we have been pardoned and that there is healing to the body, soul and spirit.

Now this 53rd chapter of Isaiah is primarily Israel's FUTURE CON​FESSION OF CHRIST. Isaiah is sneaking as in the future for Israel.  "Who hath believed our report and to whom is the arm of the Lord re​vealed?" And "For the transgression of my people was He stricken." Is​aiah's people were the Jews. Jesus was stricken for the Jews. Jesus died for the Jews. Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, but this chapter refers primarily to Israel. We as individuals are healed today by His stripes when we believe on the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. But this is the confession of the nation of Is​rael. The Servant's work (Christ's work) was for many. It was for OUR transgressions that He was wounded. It was for OUR iniquities that He was bruised. It was for OUR peace that He was judged. With His stripes WE are healed. In verse 8 Isaiah speaks of “My people.” It was for Isaiah's people that Jesus was stricken. Israel as a nation does not recognize Christ as their Messiah. We realize this truth individually, but Israel, as a nation does not. But there is coming a day when Jesus will re​turn in the midst of the most ter​rible affliction Israel has ever known. Then penitent Israel shall come to Him and accept Him as their Messiah. That is going to be a Holy Day. Then penitent Israel shall give forth this tremendous Word and statement made in Isaiah 53.

Now what is the meaning of “By His stripes we are healed?” The stripes mean Christ's great sufferings. The total afflictions of Jesus on the Cross as He took the sins of Israel, the sins of the Jews, the sins of the whole world, are here called His “stripes.” This is a picture of the Great Saviour bringing healing not only to the Jewish nation but to the entire world as well. The healing came through His crucifixion, His dy​ing FOR US.

What about Our Great Healer? First of all, in verse 1, we see His quiet entrance into the world. “Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” Isaiah came forth, back in those days, with a report about the Lord Jesus Christ. He implies that very few people believe his message and to very few is the arm of the Lord re​vealed. Jesus is here called the Arm of the Lord. He it is Who reaches out and saves, as a Servant of His Father. So His entrance was a quiet one. Isn't it amazing that the Son of God did not come into the world with great fanfare? Isn't it amazing that He didn't come with the beat​ing of drums, with a tremendous an​nouncement that would shake the en​tire world? We would think that God would send His Son in such a manner. But no, Jesus came in the most hum​ble way. Had He come with great pomp and ceremony, the chances are that the most humble people would have felt that He was not for them. No, His entrance was a humble one.

His beginnings, His early years, were humble also. “For He shall grow up before God as a tender plant and as a root out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him there is no beauty that we should desire Him.” Why did Jesus come like that, without beauty and comeliness? It would seem that when GOD came to earth He would have such BEAUTY as would amaze the children of men, Why didn't He come that way? Because, friends, it would have made the poor, the humble, the outcast, feel that He was not for them. But He came so that the most humble person, the most neglected, the most dejected, the most unlovely, could know that God loved him!

Then we see His rejection by men and His sufferings in the flesh. He was DESPISED by men. He was RE​JECTED. He was a man of SOR​ROWS. Are you a person of sorrows? Have you had great sorrow in your life? That is why Jesus had sorrows so that you might know He is on your side. Have you been despised? Jesus was despised. Have you been rejected of men? Jesus was rejected of men. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. This word grief means literal sickness. Jesus knew what sickness was. He had a physical body that had aches and pains. It is a comfort to know that our Master has gone through things we have gone through and that He un​derstands and cares. “We hid as it were our faces from Him. He was despised and we esteemed Him not.”

We read in verse 4 that His suffer​ings were vicarious. That is, they were for others, not for Himself. It was for the nation that rejected Him. It was for every individual who reject​ed Him. “Surely He hath borne our grief and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.” The nation of Israel will one day make this con​fession, that Jesus did this for them! This is their future confession, pro​phesied by Isaiah. And yet it was for us, also. All this Jesus suffered in our place. It was in our stead. That is what is meant by "vicarious" suf​fering. Jesus came into this world with work to do. He deliberately went to the Cross and suffered the affliction and punishment OF OTH​ERS, in order that they might go free and be saved and go to Heaven forgiven of sin and having escaped their just punishment for sin, He did all this so we could come to that Place of no tears, no sorrows, no pain, no death. Isn't it wonderful that Jesus should so love us that He took all our punishment on His own self?

His sufferings were not only vicar​ious--‑not only for others. His suf​ferings were definitely ATONING. By them He PUT AWAY our sin. He put away judgment that was intend​ed for us. He took on Himself our wounds. He was wounded for OUR transgressions. He was bruised for OUR iniquities. The chastisement (that means the punishment bringing us peace) was upon HIM and with His stripes we are HEALED." His sufferings were ATONING, friends, and that is what healing means. Heal​ing for the body, healing for the soul, healing for the spirit. It brought us salvation and eternal life. It brought us pardon from our sins and iniquities.

Beloved, today can't you see that Christ bore your transgressions? And that you'll never have to face punish​ment for your sins because He took that punishment in your place?

Then, we read that His sufferings were DIVINE. Verse 10. This was GOD SUFFERING. This was the UNVEILING OF THE HEART OF GOD. “It pleased the Lord to bruise Him. HE hath put Him to grief.” The Lord God put Jesus through this suffering that ended with death on the Cross, with its anguish and suf​fering. It pleased the Lord to bruise Jesus instead of us. God loved His Son! How much He must have loved US, if He gave Jesus to spare us! There is the unveiling of the HEART OF GOD. “If He spared not His own Son, how shall He not with Him free​ly give us ALL THINGS,”

Then His sufferings were REDEEM​ING AND EFFECTIVE. Verse 11. “He shall see the travail of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge shall My Servant justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.” Re​deeming us, saving us, bringing us healing for body and soul and spirit. With HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEAL​ED. Friend, let us look to His Cross and there see our healing. Trust Him for the forgiveness of sins, and if you are sick, look to Him for healing. This, living Christ is able to make you whole. Look to Him in faith. Will you do it?
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