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PART THREE

CHRIST OR THE ANTICHRIST--WHICH

A STUDY OF THE NATIONS

We have called your attention to the ORIGIN of THE NATIONS, after the Flood. God is the Creator of the nations. God is the Governor of the nations. We have found out that after the Flood God DIVIDED the nations and scattered them all over the world, dividing them by language and locality and color and otherwise.  Then we found that all through the Old Testament from Genesis 12 unto the New Testament there is a two-fold thread. Ho created A NEW NATION, ISRAEL which was too have been holy unto Himself. He was to train that nation in His ways and give them His Word that they might reveal Him to the other nations. The other  nations made gods and worshipped them and lived in unbelief and sin. History tells that story.  Israel failed God, and in 722 B.C. the Northern Kingdom, called Israel, was taken into captivity, and in 600 B. C. the southern Kingdom (Galled Judah) was taken captive. God still has a plan for Israel but she failed Him and she has been sidetracked for these nearly 2,000 years. We found out that there was the beginning of the "times o£ the Gentiles" mentioned in the Bible as when the Gentile nations would be in the position of leadership and ruler ship in the world. We find that in Daniel's picture of the four beasts, coming up out of the sea. Notice the word BEAST. The nations would be of a beastly nature, as every man’s hand would be against his neighbor and war would continue. The four beasts were Babylonia, Medo‑Persia, Greece and Rome.  Then God created A NEW NATION. That new nation is A SPIRITUAL  PEOPLE, composed of born‑again people, born of GOD, called the Church of the Lord Jesus. It is interesting that Jesus called THE CHURCH A NATION. Peter also called the Church A NATION, I Peter 2:9, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people.” Peter's saying that the Church is a holy nation is a quotation of  God's statement to Israel back in the Book of Exodus; that SHE was to be a holy nation, separated to Himself and living for HIM and making His Mind known unto the other nations of earth.  Now Israel failed God. And, sad to say, THE CHURCH is failing God! The Church today is in a time of great apostasy. People are being born faster than people are being won to JESUS.  Yet we have multitudes of church members! Never in history have we had so many CHURCH MEMBERS. But no responsibility. No Walk with the Lord Jesus Christ of a serious nature.

Now let' s see what the future will be for the nations. God says the day is coming when He WILL BE KNOWN among the nations, but judgment must come first. We read in the Book of Joel, chapter 3, of God speaking of the GATHERING of the nations. "Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, wake up your mighty men, let all the men of war draw near, let, them come up. Beat your  plowshares INTO SWORDS.” That is going on right now; this prophecy is in the process of fulfillment at the present tine. "Beat your pruning hooks INTO SPEARS.” Let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves and come, all ye nations. Gather yourselves together round about.” Let the nations be WAKENED and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the nations round about." God is going to bring the nations of the earth INTO THE LAND OF PALESTINE, the leaders and their armies, for the final judgment. “Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, get ye down, for the press is full. The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.”  WHOSE wickedness? The wickedness of the nations of earth! You see, for 2,000 years God has sent His Son, just  as He sent the great prophets of Israel and they killed his prophets and wouldn't listen to Him until God finally had to JUDGE Israel; And so TODAY the nations of the earth will not listen to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. They won't LISTEN to God's Son.  Hebrews 1 says that God in times past spoke to the fathers through the prophets; but in these last days  He has spoken unto us through His SON! And if people won't listen to the Son of God, JUDGMENT is inevitable. "Their wickedness is great. Multitudes are in the valley of decision. TheDay of the Lord is near, in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be darkened. The stars shall withdraw their shining.” Tremendous cosmically disturbances that will make men swoon away in FEAR, as Jesus says in Luke 21. "The Lord also Shall ROAR OUT OF ZION." That is, He will personally intervene  in human affairs and utter his voice from Jerusalem. That is the Return of. the Lord Jesus Christ as He speaks from JERUSALEM peace to the nations ‑‑ AN ENFORCED peace, as we shall see. "And the heavens and earth shall SHAKE" Giant earthquakes. "But the Lord is the hope of His people and the strength of the children of Israel." Notice, His people and Israel. "His people" refers to the spiritual BELIEVERS on earth outside of the nation of Israel. When He returns there will be some, AND the remnant of Israel that will be saved in that terrible time.

The passage in Joel says that the nations are getting ready to come to the Holy Land for the great judgment that is coming. The same passage is found in Zechariah 14, a parallel passage. "Behold, the Day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee, for I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the City shall be taken and the houses rifled and the women ravished, and half of the city shall go forth into captivity and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those NATIONS as When he fought in the day of battle." THE LORD is going to fight against the nations!  God, intervening in man’s affairs. "And His feet shall stand upon the Mount of Olives which is BEFORE JERUSALEM on the east."  Now I have called attention to the fact that there is a literal Jerusalem, and there is a literal Mount of Olives, and that Jesus' feet literally WENT UP from the Mount of Olives.  And if we believe that, we'll have to believe they are coming right back down to the Mount of Olives, as He  says here.  He tells us that in that day the Lord will bring judgment upon the nations. "And the LORD shall be King over all the earth." Some people try to make the Rule of the Lord in the Millennium a "heavenly" rule and purely spiritual. This is the Lord Himself LITERALLY reigning from literal Jerusalem ever a1l the literal earth, in an enforced rule that He is going to bring to pass upon men. He tells us that in that day the nations of the earth will bring their worship to the Lord, and He will punish the nations that do not, BY PLAGUE, BY FAMINE, BY WITHHOLDING RAIN, by other physical judgments. Some people today think God has nothing to do with the affairs of men, that He has nothing to do with earthquakes and with rain. In fact some people have just simply gotten God completely OUT of the universe! Well, friends, you can't run God out of it. The reason everyone is breathing today is that YOUR BREATH is the gift of God, moment  by moment!  And he says that in that day there will be upon the bells of the horses, "Holiness unto the Lord." So there is going to be an enforced rule of holiness and peace in the world.

In Ezekiel 37 is a picture of Israel returning to the land IN UNBELIEF, and in that time when God brings Israel BACK TOGETHER again and reunites the Northern and the Southern Kingdom in the Millennium, "The NATIONS SHALL KNOW that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when My Sanctuary shall be in the midst of them FOREVERMORE." Now, that is the LITERAL Israel here on earth. I want to be speaking soon on "Israel .... the Coming Hot Spot in the World."  

Then in Ezekiel 38 there. is the invasion by a tremendous "northern kingdom" which cannot be anybody else but Russia, together with her satellite nations. Verse 23 says that when God punishes Russia and judges her, "Thus will I magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I AM, THE LORD." What the GOSPEL could not do in its proclamation because people wouldn't LISTEN to it, will be FORCED UPON them by the Lord Jesus when He comes again.

The trouble with the nations is found in Romans 1. The nations would not RETAIN GOD in their knowledge, so God gave them up, and three different times we read in Romans, "God gave them up:" He gives up the nations of the earth in reprobation, and God is able to do just that. And he is going to do it!

Let's go into the IMMEDIATE future as found in the book of Revelation. I was amazed in the study of the nations to find in that tremendous Book so much about the nations. I want to remind you that the believer will be reigning over the nations. That is, chapter 2 verse 26. "He that overcometh and keepeth My works unto the end, to him will I give authority over the nations; and he, the believer who overcomes in this present world, shall rule THEM (the nations) with a rod of iron." Now that's  when He comes a again. Obviously the believers aren't ruling now. The Church is really despised now, by they ungodly and the wicked. But He will rule with a rod of iron. A ROD means ENFORCED RULE, against that which would be rebellious against that rule. IRON means there will be absolute authority, of the child of God. "As the vessels of a potter shall they be broken in shivers; even as I receive of My Father I will give him the morning star.” Jesus Himself, as we read in the last chapter of the Revelation. So, to the over comer will be given power over the very nations of the earth.

In chapter 11 of Revelation, in the midst of the Tribulation Period, with Antichrist ruling over the entire world (he is called The Beast, and God says he will rule) and the nations TODAY are getting ready to receive the antichrist and throw overboard God and His Christ. That is what is going to bring the great Tribulation Period in. That is what is going to usher it in--‑ the people in this present atheistically attitude are getting ready for that ‑‑ careless attitude. We read that God will have in the city of Jerusalem TWO WITNESSES that will be true to Him, and they will be KILLED by the antichrist because they give testimony to the LORD. Here is what we read in verse 9. "And there the people and kindreds and tongues and nations SHALL SEE their dead bodies.” How can people around the world, in all the nations, see the dead bodies of two prophets of God in the streets of Jerusalem DEAD FOR T HREE DAYS?  Well, we are on the verge of WORLD-WIDE TELEVISION right now. "They shall see their dead bodies three days and a half,  and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves, and they that dwell upon the earth (earth‑dwellers in contradistinction to the spiritual) shall REJOICE over these prophets whom they killed and make merry and send gifts one to another, because these two prophets TORMENTED them that dwelt on the earth. That doesn't t mean that they punished them or whipped them or stabbed them or shot them or put them in prison. The two prophets of God "tormented" the peoples of the earth BY THEIR WITNESS OF GOD! GODLINESS  always “TORMENTS” UNGODLINESS. Goodness always "torments" badness. I believe it was this same Mr. Maugham who says he is an atheist and doesn't believe in life beyond the grave (I think it was he‑‑certainly it was one of the outstanding persons in literature) who said, "It causes me FEAR when I run up against REAL GOODNESS.” Badness is always fearful in the presence of GOODNESS. These prophets of God REPRESENTED GOD.  And after three days and a half THE SPIRIT OF LIFE FROM GOD entered into them – HIS RESURRECTION! And they STOOD UPON THEIR FEET, and GREAT  FEAR fell upon those which saw them, and they heard a Great Voice from heaven (GOD'S Voice, the Voice of God Almighty) saying, “Come up here:" and they ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN in a cloud and their enemies BEHELD them! It’s wonderful to have God on your side like that, isn't it? Here is the Lord taking care of His witnesses. And He will take care of His witnesses today if we are faithful to Him. So there you have the NATIONS of the earth IN REBELLION against God’s FINAL WITNESSES in the very heart of the dominion. In the very throne‑city of the antichrist GOD HAS TWO PROPHETS and the people KILL them, but GOD RAISES them from the dead, brings them to heaven, and FEAR falls upon those people!

In chapter 16 of the Book of Revelation we read these words. Verse 19: "And the great city was divided into three parts (Jerusalem), and the cities (plural) of the NATIONS fell." Here is the FALL of the great cities of earth in their wickedness and unbelief, “and great Babylon came into remembrance before God to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath." Babylon is identified as ROME!  Her spiritual name is "Babylon" as she sits upon seven hills. "And God gave unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath, and every island fled away and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great HAIL out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent (100 pounds), and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail.” They didn’t repent; they didn't get right with God. "For the plague thereof was exceeding great." Here are all the great cities ‑‑ Washington, New York, Berlin, Tokyo -- all the leading cities of the world; the ISLANDS will disappear; MOUNTAINS will fall into the sea. God is going to arise, as He says to another prophet TO SHAKE TERRIBLY the earth, and hail from heaven, every piece of it like a BIG BLOCK 0F ICE will fall. Hundred‑pound blocks of ice is what you have here, if you will check up on the talents.

In chapter 17 of Revelation we have a coming WORLD CHURCH which shall be DESTROYED; A WORLD CHURCH that the antichrist will use TO RIDE TO POWER. Chapter 17, verse 15: "And he sayeth unto me, the water which thou sawest, where the harlot sitteth, (the harlot is the WORLD CHURCH, UNFAITHFUL to JESUS, like a woman unfaithful to her husband) are peoples, and

Multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Here is A WORLD CHURCH controlling the nations!  At the end‑time! My beloved friends, we had better heed the Word of the living God.  He means what He says.

Then in Revelation chapter 20, in the Millennium we read of the NATIONS. Verse 3. The Lord Jesus will come, and an angel will lay hold on the devil “and cast him into the bottomless pit, shut him up, set a seal upon him that he should DECEIVE THE NATIONS no more till the thousand years shall be fulfilled, and after that he will be loosed for a little season." When Jesus returns and destroys the ARMIES of the nations of the earth, sets up His ENFORCED rule of a rod of iron, with Christians (who are faithful to Him in this church period and who will be associated with Him in that Millennium Rule), then the devil will be cast into the bottomless pit so he will not be able to DECEIVE the nations.   NOT TO LET Christ and God lead us, is to be DECEIVED by the devil. That is why the nations today are RUSHING TO JUDGMENT!

On beyond that, we read that the devil will be LOOSED after the Millennium and go out and TEMPT the nations of the earth who have not believed on Christ during the Millennium, and he finds a great multitude who STILL WILL NOT RECEIVE Jesus, even though Jesus was reigning on earth, and we read in chapter 21:24,               “that the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it.”  We have the disappearance of the PRESENT heaven and earth. God is going to destroy the present heaven and earth, create a NEW heaven and a NEW earth, and A NEW JERUSALEM.  Here are the nations of the saved! Here is the only place where we have the truly UNITED NATIONS. They are united together AROUND CHRIST---- REDEEMED! They shall walk in the light of the Holy City. The kings of the earth will bring their glory and honor into it. What a wonderful thing!

Then chapter 22, verse 2, "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations, and there shall be no more curse:  but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads. There shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the LORD GOD giveth them light: and they shall rein forever and ever." Only the RETURN OF JESUS and the destruction of the wicked can bring healing and peace to the nations.
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