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PART TWO

CHRIST OR THE ANTICHRIST-WHICH

A STUDY OF THE NATIONS

We have found that THE NATIONS began after the Flood. We have that plain statement in Genesis, chapter 10, verse 32, where we read, “These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations, and by these were THE NATIONS DIVIDED in the earth, after the Flood.” Up until that time they were not “nations.” There was only one race. There was no division. But here we have God Almighty, Who created all human beings, Who made every person from one, DIVIDING the human race into NATIONS.  So we have a DIVIDED world.  In verse 5 of chapter 10 we have the people divided into lands, tongues, families and nations. Then in chapter 11 we have the record of the details of that matter, at the Tower of Babel and WHY God did it. He did it because the people as one race, one language, one unity, CAME TOGATHER IN REBELLION against God. And here was an entire world in rebellion against God Almighty.  Now, in order not to have to destroy the race, God Almighty then SCATTERED the people abroad upon the face of the earth. That ought to be a lesson to us, friends. That is that as human beings come together in great numbers, SIN ABOUNDS. We are going to find that that is just exactly what is going to happen. All this GATHERING TOGETHER of the entire human race today is simply going to make for greater WORLD SIN that will REJECT GOD AND HIS CHRIST and RECEIVE the devil’s ANTICHRIST. That is just exactly what is going to happen. And beyond that we have the Coming of the Lord to destroy that ungodly thing.

So the nations BEGAN at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). Now let’s go on to Genesis 12.  In Genesis 12 we find that GOD KNOWS that the Nations are sinful, so in order to try to REDEEM the nations of the earth God created a brand new nation. Now people will never UNDERSTAND the nations unless they understand that God is the Governor, and God is doing the very best He CAN DO with perverse human wills in SIN. So now God tries a new thing: HE CREATES A NEW NATION and that nation is known by the name of the Jewish people today. “Israel,” if you please. We read in Genesis 12 WHY God did that. He did it through Abraham. And in Exodus 19:6 we read, “Ye shall be unto ME A HOLY NATION.” Now here is a whole GROUP of nations IN REBELLION against God, and God scatters them over the face of the earth.  How is God going to REACH them? Should He Just clean them up entirely? Or should He try to REACH THEM in some way?  The answer is that GOD SEEKS TO REACH THEM. So He creates a NEW nation, which is to be a HOLY nation. The other nations are NOT holy. They are in SIN. Read ancient history!  Read about the people’s idols. Here we are in a Christian land with Bibles in our hands and THE MAJORITY of Christians have never even taken the trouble to study what God says in the Bible about idols. All in the world you have to do is get a concordance, look up the word IDOL, and READ IT for yourself. And you will find out that GOD HATES IDOLS and He cannot do anything but PUNISH those who worship idols, because they are destroying themselves and destroying others. Because IDOLS HIDE the true and the living God. They are MISREPRESEN​TATIONS of What God is, and therefore they will only damn souls instead of being able to save souls.  

So we read that God Creates A NEW NATION, ISRAEL, God said to Abraham in Genesis 12, “I will make of thee a great NATION, “and in thy seed shall all the NATIONS (plural) of the earth be blessed.” So God was going to make a NATION out of Abraham, and it would be a HOLY nation. It would be a nation, which he could dedicate to Himself, a nation that would follow Him, a nation that He would give His Word through, a nation in which He would raise up prophets and speakers, His mouthpieces to the OTHER nations with the objective of BLESSING the other nations. That was God’s plan in the creating of this new nation of Israel. It was to be a HOLY nation, unto the LORD.  My friends, we’ve got to say that through the Jewish race there has come to us OUR CHRIST, there has come to us OUR BIBLE, the Mind of God, and the great PROPHETS toward man were JEWS. In fact, except one writer of the Bible, Dr. Luke, was not a JEW according to the Word of God. And so, it was through this NEW nation the greatest blessings of the world have come. You take our FREEDOM today. Our freedom today comes from THE WORD OF GOD.  You take our educational system today. It was born out of the Word of God. Our own beloved nation came, that men might worship God with FREEDOM. You trace back the whole aspect of freedom, and you will find it comes from God’s Holy Word. You trace back today the blessings of the human race, and you will find they have come through the Word of God, and through this NEW NATION He created.  

The UNGODLY nations dispersed at Babel, never would have produced a BIBLE! They would never have produced the prophets of God, never produced a Christian spirit. No, sir. You study ancient history, and history on down through the centuries, and you’ll find it BLOODY.  You’ll find people serving idols, and offering their little children in sacrifice to idols, and living in terrible shame. The shame of Rome, the shame of Greece--- archaeologists are digging it up. The records that have been left behind reveal terrible iniquity, of sodomy, of licentiousness, of adultery, of giving of their children in sacrifice to idols, everything that is hateful and wrong. The nations were not HOLY. They were sinful. They got away from God. There is not a more accurate picture of THE DESCENT of the nations than is found in the Book of Romans, chapter 1, where they STARTED OFF with the knowledge of God, but they would not RETAIN God in their knowledge. They deliberately turned their backs on God, and their foolish hearts were darkened and they went down and began to worship idols and creeping things and beasts of the field and tried to make them representations of GOD! Read Romans, the first chapter, carefully. You will find that the nations have followed that course! It was a deliberate, willful turning AWAY from God, and plunging into night and into the SIN that always follows turning away from God. 

So God creates A NEW nation, a brand new nation, that THIS nation may be HOLY, that they may know HIM and that they may MAKE HIM KNOWN unto the other nations of the earth. We are going to find out that Israel FAILED God. 

When I studied THE NATIONS AFTER THE FLOOD, I had to draw a line down the middle of my sheet of paper, and I put on one side GENESIS 12: God creates a NEW NATION. On the other side, I put THE OTHER NATIONS, IN SIN AND UNBELIEF. In Leviticus 20:23, God says that Israel shall not walk in the manner of the other nations, for that was sinful and wicked and wrong and hurtful to the human race and to God. In second Kings 17:29, “Every nation MADE GODS.” They didn’t worship the true and living God; they MADE gods! And today, we have the awful story of people in rebellion against God. Only last night I read of the outstanding figure in literature today, Mr. Somerset Maughm who made the statement very positively that he was an atheist and did not believe in a life beyond the grave. That’s just as plain as it can be.  And yet people by the tens of thousands read his works, and he is put forward as one of the “greatest minds” in the world today. But he doesn’t believe in God!  My beloved, friends, that is THE SIN OF SINS. That is THE SIN God cannot put up with. That is THE SIN of Babel. That’s why WAR COMES. That is WAR AGAINST GOD--in the heart, against God! Mr. Maughm knows there’s a God. Every human being does. But a man doesn’t want to face a wasted life and THINK about God. A man doesn’t want to face SIN and think about GOD.

The Bible says, “ Blessed is the nation whose God is THE LORD, and not idols.” God’s Word says, “RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH a nation, but sin is a curse, a reproach, to any people.” That, is just what we are seeing going on today. As long as our nation is righteous before, she will stand; but when SIN ABOUNDS our nation will go down!  It is a, tremendous thing to realize this.

Now concerning Israel. God’s purpose was that she would walk closely with Him, and He gave her His Word, gave her Himself, gave her His guidance, gave her His prophets, blessed her as no other nation. AND ISRAEL FAILED GOD! “This is a nation that obeyeth not the Lord’s Voice, the voice of the Lord their God, nor receiveth correction. Truth is perished and cut off from their mouth.” Israel could not listen to God. Again in Ezekiel 2:8. “Israel is a rebellious nation.”
There is an article in Look magazine, the latest word on ISRAEL.  In that article the writer plainly says that the modern Jew in the land of Palestine today ISN’T INTERESTED in the God of his fathers nor the religion of his fathers.  There is only a SMALL SEGMENT of the old, orthodox Jews today, compared with the “new” Jews that are coming into the land, and Israel today is NOT BUILT ON the worship of God, but is purely a nationalistic movement. That is EXACTLY what Ezekiel predicted, in chapters 36 and 37. He said God would bring Israel back into the land in a state of UNBELIEF, and only when God brings her through the fire of judgment will Israel turn to the Lord her God.  So judgment is inevitable for Israel. Judgment has ALREADY come; that is why she is out of. the land. That is why she has no temple, no priest, no altar, no worship today in the land. JUDGMENT has come. Israel failed God, and kept on failing God, until God has to split the Kingdom into the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern kingdom (Judah) and the Northern Kingdom of Israel persisted in sin and SHE went under, into the Assyrian captivity in 722 B. C.; and Judah the Southern Kingdom continued for just a few years and SHE went under, about 600 B. C. when Nebuchadnezzar took her captive into Babylonia. And the NATION of ISRAEL has never been the same from that day till this. But God has promised: “I will make of them ONE NATION, IN THE LAND, IN THE FUTURE and a REMNANT shall be saved and return to the Lord.

Now get this, please. The main line of God’s thinking and God’ s history from the Tower of Babel and the beginning of this New Nation In Genesis 12, a new nation that God designed to reach the other nations with the Knowledge of Himself and the truth, FROM THAT TIME UNTIL 600 B. C. ISRAEL IS IN THE MAINSTREAM OF THE BIBLE IN GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSE. Has God forgotten the other nations? No, they are in sin and unbelief.

But God has a PLAN for them, and His plan for them AT THAT TIME was that Israel should reach them. But Israel FAILED God!

Some people think the nations were not to be seen all during that period, when ISRAEL was in the predominant position. But God was dealing with the nations. For instance, in Jeremiah 48:2 God says, “I will cut off Moab from being a nation.” And He cut her off! And when a nation would get into terrible sin God would cut it off. And He did it! And we find the nations of earth being judged by God Almighty all through the Scriptures. In the Book of Habakkuk, Habakkuk a Jewish prophet of God, stood on his watchtower and he was crying to God why God was PERMITTING the enemy to come in on them! God had sent an invasion to the land of Israel. He brought in a foreign army upon His own people because of their SIN.  Habakkuk cries out, “Lord, why did You do this? You’ve brought in a nation worse off than WE are.  We at least have your Word and have still a form of worship, but THEY are a bunch of heathen that worship idols.” God said, “I am punishing My people. I am using this Chaldean army as My whip, trying to whip my people back into line. “For whom the Lord loveth “He chasteneth and scourgeth every Son whom He receives.” And that is true OF NATIONS as well as true of individuals. You see, all through the Bible you find God dealing with the nations on the outside, as He deals with Israel, training her as a witness for Himself to the nations.     Israel was to be a HOLY nation, carrying the knowledge of God to the nations of the earth. But Israel failed God, and in 722 B. C. the Northern Kingdom went into captivity to Assyria, and the Southern Kingdom went into captivity to Babylonia in 600 B. C. There was a “mild return” to the land later on, as you remember. But it was very mild. And finally under Roman rule they were dispersed unto the four corners of the earth.  Back there at 600 B. C., then, when Israel broke down and failed God, God turned back and gave THE DOMINION and the chief rulership of the world into the hands of the Gentiles, and there began “The Times of the Gentiles,” the time when the GENTILE nations would be in the ascendancy and RULE THE EARTH.  We have that mainly in the prophecies in the Book of Daniel. We have Daniel picturing the four beasts coming up out of the sea of humanity.  The first was Babylonia. The second was Medo‑Persia. The third was Greece. The fourth was Rome. There we have it in the Book of Daniel: the times of the GENTILES, beginning. back in 600 B. C. The Lord Jesus said that Jerusalem would be trodden down of the GENTILES until the times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled.  So, in God’s plan, He is letting the GENTILE nations of the earth RULE THE EARTH at this present moment, and they have gotten into a bigger and bigger mess all the time. 
of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled. So, in God’ s plan He is letting the GENTILE nations of the earth RULE THE EARTH at this present moment, and they have gotten into a bigger and bigger mess all the time.

God created the NEW nation to carry to them the knowledge of HIM. Babylonia was filled with idols. Medo‑Persia was filled with idols. Greece was filled with idols. Rome was filled with idols. God had to REACH the nations. The problem was moral and spiritual. It is moral and spiritual TODAY.  It isn’t just who has the biggest muscles, who has the biggest armies. It is a SPIRITUAL matter. Now listen to me carefully:  God created one nation to witness to the Gentile nations and she failed—Israel. GOD NOW HAS T0 CREATE A NEW NATION AGAIN, TO WITNESS TO THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND THAT NEW NATION IS THE CHURCH.

You say, “Preacher, I haven’t heard of THE CHURCH being called a NATION.” Well, it is called a nation in the New Testament! In First Peter 2:9 God says, “Ye shall be to Me a HOLY NATION.” That was of Israel; now it is of the Church. “Ye are a CHOSEN generation,” Peter writes TO CHRISTIANS “A royal priesthood, a. holy nation, a peculiar people.” Why?  In order that you may show forth the excellencies of God Who brought you out of darkness, into His marvelous light.” So just as God raised up Israel as a witness to the idolatrous nations of the earth, so God HAS RAISED UP THE CHURCH, composed of every born‑again believer, AS A WITNESS TO THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH.  So God has created A NEW NATION, and that new nation is THE CHURCH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. It is the spiritual and godly people in the earth who are a testimony for God TO THE UNGODLY AND UNSAVED. And, to this new Nation, the Church, God GAVE THE COMMISSION of GETTING HIS MESSAGE TO THE WORLD.  That is our main business. He didn’t say, “Sit down and build beautiful, luxurious churches.”  He didn’t say, “Sit down and live in luxury.” He didn’t say, “Fold your hands and twiddle your thumbs and come to church on Sunday morning and then go play golf the rest of the day and make the Lord’s Day a holiday.”  The Lord says, “CARRY MY MESSAGE UNTO THE WORLD.” That is the chief command of Christ.  AND WE HAVEN’T DONE IT, FRIENDS. And I say to you, GOD SAYS the Church is going to fail. Now, not totally.  There ARE in the church some spiritual people who are witnessing for Jesus and winning souls. This old world would have CORRUPTED itself and gone down into judgment LONG AGO had it not been for the holy Seed inside the Church. Now I am not referring to people whose names are simply on the church roll. I am talking about the born‑again people, wherever you find them, who are born of the Spirit of God and love God and love one another and love this lost world. For LOVE is the characteristic of the TRUE CHURCH.

                    In God’s reckoning, there are only wheat and tares in the world, and the CHURCH is WHEAT. The unsaved people of the earth are TARES. The New Nation, THE CHURCH, is to carry the Message to the GENTILE nations during this “time of the Gentile,” until the time is fulfilled! Now, they are the tares. But God Almighty says that we are to witness to all the nations that He may call out a people for His Name. Psalm 96:5, “For all the gods of the nations are idols.” Jesus said that the course of the times of Gentiles would be a course of world‑wide WAR. He said nation would lift up sword against nation. He said, “Nation shall rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in divers places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.” Now, in spite of it all, He says that IN EVERY NATION he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted of Him! How will it all end?  All during this period, the two things are going along together: the wheat and the tares, The WHEAT means the NEW NATION, THE CHURCH, the spiritual people OUT of the nations wherever they may be found. The TARES are the ungodly. They grow together till the harvest. At harvest, God will SEPARATE the wheat from the tares and gather the wheat into His garner and the tares shall be punished and destroyed.  How will it all end?  The next time We’ll take up the FUTURE, the Coming of Christ and the Millennium and the Nations and the New Heaven and the New Earth.
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