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CHRIST OR ANTICHRIST-WHICH?

A Study of the Nations, Part One)

In this message, friends, you will find two different truths.  You will find a pessimistic viewpoint. The Bible has a pessimistic viewpoint, pessimistic because God says that there is no peace to the wicked, and as long as wickedness abides there must be pessimism in that regard.  But there will be optimism for the children of God, because God presents plainly the victory of the saved.  The nations of the people who are saved shall walk in the light of the Holy City! That is one of God's “shall’s” and He means what He says.  God loves men and everything that God does is in love, I want to remind you of that in the very beginning of this message today.  You are familiar with John 3:16, "For God so loved the world.” You are familiar with First John 4 where twice we read. "God is LOVE." He loves you! He loves every human being in this world.  It doesn't make any difference about the color of our faces.  It doesn't make any difference about our race or nationality or anything else.  When God said He loved "the world," He meant EVERY PERSON in the world. He meant every individual.  I want you to know that now. 

My son and I were discussing the things of God’s Word, and his little tiny three-month-old baby was there kicking around on the table on a little blanket we had there, cooing, you know, and he looked with those fond father’s eyes upon that little babe, that he loves with all his heart. We were talking about God. I said, “Son you love that baby, don't you?" He said, “Yes, I do Dad, more than anything in the world.”  I said, “Well God loves YOU more than you could ever love that child.”  What a wonderful thing to get hold of that truth! Whatever our interpretation of the Word of God, whatever it is, any portion, WE MUST interpret it in the light of WHAT GOD IS, and God is fundamentally LOVE!  Every activity He makes toward the human race is IN LOVE.

Now, in the light of that background of GOD’S LOVE FOR EVERY HUMAN BEING, we are studying today the subject, "Christ or Antichrist--Which?" And we are giving today from the Bible an OUTLINE of the future of the nations.  We learned that the so-called United Nations (which, of course, are very disunited) will welcome, a Satan-inspired leader who is called in the Bible by many names, but one name is outstanding: "The man of sin." His outstanding characteristic is SIN.  And the nations will be LED by this man down to their ruin in terrible destruction such as the world has never, never known.  The future of the NATIONS, in the light of God's Holy Word!

First of all let me remind you that GOD IS THE ONE Who has made the nations. God is the One who began the nations in the Garden of Eden. We read in Acts 17 that God has made, of one, ALL NATIONS to dwell upon the face of the earth.  Every human being of all nations of all colors, GO BACK TO ONE PROGENITOR, to one person, and that is TO ADAM.  In Genesis I we have God. In Genesis 2, God and Adam in perfect environment, and there is no trouble, no distress.  Then in chapter 3 the devil comes on the scene, and we find that he tempts man.  He puts a TEST before man; lets use the word TEST.  He TESTS man.  And man yields to the devil rather than to God. Somebody says, “Why did God permit that?  He could have erased that whole business and started all over again and had everybody to obey Him. He could have made us all automatons. He could have made robots out of us. He could push a button and we'd hop." No, we are not made that way, friends.  God has created man uniquely in that MAN HAS A WILL OF HIS OWN.  Man has a CHOICE of his own!  You cannot coerce love.  You wouldn’t want the love of your wife or husband if you had to FORCE them to love you. In fact, that's a contradiction, isn't it?  You can't FORCE love.  Love just isn't forced.  You see, back of it all is MAN’S CHOICE. God is not forcing people to come to heaven. He could do it.  He could populate heaven with people who would just obey Him every time He pushed a button or said a word. But it is not like that. God has given us the TERRIFIC POWER of CHOICE, the power of the HUMAN WILL. Jesus said, "Ye WILL NOT come unto Me that ye might have life.”  Now, all of man’s agony can be traced to one thing.  Man has chosen to obey Satan and his way rather then GOD and His way! We have all gone out of His way, and in that we have brought all this distress upon ourselves.  That’s the whole story. That happened in the Garden of Eden. That happened when man chose the devil rather than God, and the human race born after him, has made that same choice.

Now you and I were born in sin.  We could not help that.  We did not ask God how we should be born.  We didn't ask Him that we be born in sin. God didn't consult me whether I should come into this world or not, but I AM HERE, and I am here with A FALLEN NATURE, that I inherited from Adam, with a propensity to sin, with a devilish thing within me that wants to sin.  As Paul said, "When I would do good, EVIL is present with me.” I want to do good, but evil is there!

But, we are not condemned because we are sinners.    Men are condemned by the REJECTION OF GOD'S REMEDY FOR SIN, which is the Lord Jesus Christ.  We being sinners, God sent His Son into this world, and through His shed Blood and faith in Him we can be forgiven, and we can have a new birth and we can have our DESIRES changed, our "want-to’s” to wanting to do the will of God, wanting to do that which is right.  We can have power to do what is right.  As Paul triumphantly say in Romans 8 after he comes out of Romans 7 in a struggle that he tried to work out for himself and couldn’t do it and he cries out, "Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  Thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Then going into Romans 8 he says, "For the law of the spirit of LIFE which is in Christ Jesus hath set me free from that law of sin and death." CHRIST sets men free from the power of sin and changes our want-to’s. 

Fundamentally the problem of the nations of the earth is this.  Is long as the majority of people among the nations CHOOSE THE DEVIL AND SELF, rather than GOD AND HIS WAY, there can be NO PEACE on the face of this earth.  If they persist in that, God must clean up the mess. He must clean up the sore!  He is like a doctor.  When somebody comes to him and he finds that the person has a cancer, and the cancer hasn’t yet gone into the bloodstream, and is CONTAINED, the doctor can operate and remove the cancer and the person lives. But if that cancer remains and if it diffuses and breaks loose and goes into the bloodstream and is carried to every portion of the body, that person is a walking DEAD man or woman, because it is too LATE.  So it is with God.  God holds back in this cancer of sin as long as He can, but if He has to do it, He will operate.  He will try to cut out the cancer.  When there is no hope and it is throughout the bloodstream, there is nothing left but total judgment on the wicked.  THAT IS WHERE WE ARE HEADED, beloved friends.  The Judgment of the Flood was A CANCER CONTAINED; God cut it out and started all over in Noah and his three sons. We are coming down now to the time when the world's sin-cancer is so overspread that God Almighty is going to have to bring judgment upon the wicked.  The Bible winds up with the unsaved in the Lake of Fire, but the SAVED of the nations will be walking in the light of God’s face in the Holy City, in a new heaven and new earth that have been purged from sin and where there is only righteousness and holiness and truth.

Now let's go back for a moment. We find that THE BEGINNING of the human race was in the Garden of Eden, and man chose the devil rather than God.  Well, that persisted and we have the judgment, of God by the Flood.  Up until that time there were no NATIONS on the face of the earth. The Bible says so. There was just ONE language, just ONE people, ONE color, everything was ONE.  The nation was entirely ONE.  But something happened, and God had to scatter the people of the earth.  Because as they multiplied and grew and came together in large numbers, SIN ABOUNDED.  That’s the way it is today.  That's the big danger of the United Nations united in wickedness this very hour. That's the reason we cannot have peace.  As long as the leaders of our nations are not controlled by God and by the Principles or God’s Word, we cannot have peace.  Fundamentally the problem is one of SIN AGAINST GOD, rebellion against God, and men cannot settle THAT as they sit down at the Conference table at the United Nations.  They will never be able to do it, because IN THEIR HEARTS there is SIN, rebellion against God. And they have to be right with God before they can be right with man.

       The BEGINNING OF THE NATIONS is after the flood.  We read in Genesis 11, "And the whole earth was of one language and one speech, and they came together at Shinar in Babylonia and they said, "Let us build us a city and a tower whose top may reach to heaven.”  Actually that was REBELLION AGAINST GOD. They were saying, “If God sends, ANOTHER flood, we’ll climb this tower and escape His judgment! That way we'll ‘put one over’ on God.” It was rebellion against God.  Instead of GETTING RIGHT with God, they tried to work it out for themselves in rebellion against Him.  So God said, “Let us go down and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. So the Lord scattered them.” There is the beginning of the NATIONS.  He "scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of the earth and they left off building the tower.  Therefore the name of it is called BABEL, (meaning “confusion,”) because the Lord there CONFOUNDED, (or CONFUSED,) all the language of the earth, and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” There we have the beginning of all the nations, and at the tower of Babel God separated MEN because they were coming together in large numbers IN SIN and UNBELIFF and REBELLION, and there was nothing left for them. For the more they came together in rebellion against God, the greater the sin did abound, and the greater the distress that always follows sin!  So God confounded their language.  God separated them geographically. And I personally believe that there is the beginning of the RACES also, as well as of the nations; the color question. I have no definite confirmation of that.  But there is no reason to believe that BEFORE this time there was ANY separation whatsoever.  So GOD is the One Who is in back of all the languages of earth, and GOD is the One Who made the different geographical settings of the nations of the earth, and God is the One Who is back of NATIONS.  He is the One Who divided the human race. He had to divide us because as men would come together in unbelief and rebellion, there was always SIN.  And this COMING TOGETHER NOW, this ONE-WORLD IDEA, is preparing for the great ANTICHRIST, and it will be the greatest REBELLION against God that has ever been known in history, and it will bring the greatest DISTRESS the world has ever known.  The only way peace is going to come to this world is by the RETURN OF JESUS in judgment to enforce His Will.  We can see the reasonableness of it.

We read that after the Flood the sons of Noah were Shem, Ham and Japheth, and unto them were sons born after the Flood.  Chapter 10 verse 5, “By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands, every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nation.” There is the beginning of the nations.  A DIVIDED world—divided by land, divided by speech, divided by families, divided by nations.  There is the beginning of the various races and nations of earth.  Now verse 32.  Only eight people were spared through the Flood, Noah and his wife; Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their wives; and from them the entire present race came.  "These are the families of the sons of Noah after their generations in their nations, and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the Flood.” Who did the DIVIDING?  GOD. Who created nations?  GOD.  Who changed languages?  GOD. Who changed geographical positions?  GOD.  Who scattered and divided the people into       NATIONS?  GOD.  Why did He do it?  Because when man comes together in unbelief and unwillingness to yield to Him in obedience to Satan and self rather than to God, in rebellion against God, all it can mean is HUGE WORLD SIN.  And God must PUNISH it. And that is just EXACTLY what we are headed for.

What does God say in the Bible about "the nations?" I have made a full study of this. First of all, God is THE CREATOR of the nations.  "The Most High divided to the nations their inheritance." He is not only the Creator of the individual, but He is the Creator of the nations.  Nations are individuals brought together collectively, but in DIFFERING groups, FOR A PURPOSE, to keep us from coming together in unbelief and sin.  We read that the Lord is the Governor among nations.  Man may think that he is the governor, but GOD ALMIGHTY is the Governor.  And, friends, that is a comfort to the child of God.  And He is going to bring things to pass, just as He said in His Holy Word.  GOD is the Governor among the nations!  Another, God is the Watcher of the nations.  His eyes (I’m quoting Scripture) BEHOLD THE NATIONS LIKE A WATCHMAN!  God is not only interested in individual persons, but God is interested in WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE U. N. today.  God is interested in what is going on in the leadership and governorship of India, of China, of Russia, of America, of France, of Britain, and ALL the nations, and that includes the smallest one.  God Almighty is the Governor of the nations AND HIS EYES BEHOLD the nations. 

Next, God is the JUDGE of the nations.  He judges among the nations.  When the Lord comes again, He will be the Judge, and, unlike the U. N. HE will HAVE POWER TO ENFORCE His will.  There won’t be any possibility of a madman like Mr. Khrushchev sitting at a desk and causing all the nations of the world to tremble as he pounds the desk in fury and FORCES HIS WILL on the other nations of earth just because he has the terrific power of nuclear bombs in his control.  None of that will happen, my friends, because the Lord Jesus will judge among the nations.

In Jeremiah 10:7 we read that God is the KING of the nations, and that means that all the nations are subject unto the KING.  They are not acknowledging that, now. They are REJECTING the King!  And they are going to do it more and more.  But GOD is the KING of the nations.  Now the nations are in great sin.  In Leviticus 18:24 we read that the nations are DEFILED.  Nations have turned their back on God, have turned their back on Christ, and have turned their back on God’s Plan as found in the Bible. To ignore the Bible is to ignore God!  To ignore Christ is to ignore God!  JESUS isn’t invited to sit at the Conference table.  GOD isn’t sitting there.  Therefore, the nations plunge on deeper into sin, and we find crime and murder and adultery and lying (even at the conference table), people saying one thing and meaning something else.  There is disobedience to God's Holy Word.  GOD SEES THE NATIONS IN GREAT WICKEDNESS AND IN GREAT CORRUPTION AND IN REBELLION AGAINST HIMSELF. 

Now God is not going to put up with it always, and God has a controversy with the nations.  Now that is  the Scripture.  A controversy means a dispute, a quarrel; and God has a quarrel with the nations.  They won’t pay any attention to Him.  They won’t let Him be King.  They won’t say, “We will let HIM rein over us.”  They won’t ACCEPT His Son.  And the result is that God is going to have to ENFORCE His will.  He has given men a chance! So there is coming the period of the earth’s greatest distress.  In Luke 21, the Lord Jesus Himself said that there would be DISTRESS OF NATIONS IN PERPLEXITY because of the roaring of the seas and the tossing of the waves, men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking upon things coming upon the world because the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; giant earthquakes and tidal waves. Another one of the great prophets says, GOD WILL ARISE TO SHAKE MIGHTILY THE EARTH.  You can imagine what that will mean.  You saw the pictures of the great earthquake that rocked the Chilean coast to ruins.  You saw vessels thrown up on land by twenty-five foot tidal waves.  You saw people kneeling in the parks praying.  You saw the destruction, people digging into the rubble, digging for the bodies of their loved ones.  What is God trying to do?  You say, “God isn’t in that.”  Have you read your Bible on “earthquakes?”  You will find that GOD SENDS earthquakes.  What is God trying to do?  He is trying to get us to stop and look and listen before we plunge on into His presence!  Before we plunge on into ruin.  He knows, even as He pleads, that the majority of the people WILL NOT LISTEN.  You say, “Why does He wait?”  Because some are being SAVED!  The only thing that holds Jesus in the skies is that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. And so, God is going to GATHER THE NATIONS into this controversy down into the Holy Land, and there He will bring judgment upon the armies of the nations, and He will bring distress to the nations around the world.  In Zechariah 14,  “Behold, the Day of the Lord cometh, and I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle,” and the Lord comes down and His feet touch the Mount of Olives, as recorded as they went up from the Mount of Olives.  It isn’t unreasonable to believe that He will come BACK right there, just as He said!  And He will judge the nations round about.  We have that in Joel, the 3rd chapter.

Let's sketch quickly, from the Book of Revelation, what God says about the NATIONS. First of all, the child of God will be SAFE, in this whole matter. You say, "That’s a pessimistic view, Preacher." It is, regarding the WICKED. But remember God divides the entire human race fundamentally into two categories: the SAVED and the UNSAVED. The saved are those who COME TO GOD THROUGH HIS SON. The unsaved are those who reject God and refuse to come to Him through His Son. Some nations think they can come to God, but WITHOUT HIS SON. That is impossible, for no man comes to the Father but through the Son of God. There is no other way. Now, for the child of God, there is nothing; to worry about.

 In Revelation 2, verses 25-28, we have a tremendous statement that God makes. Our Lord speaks of the BELIEVER”S part in NATIONS, and he shall rule them with a rod of iron as the vessels of a potter shall be broken into shivers, even, as I received of my Father, and I will give him the morning star." For the wicked of the nations? Nothing but judgment.  Very dark, gloomy future is ahead, a period of trouble that is so great that man will destroy himself and the Lord says if He did not return and cut it short not a human being would be left alive on the face of the earth. I have before me the word of a Senator who made this statement: "There are three separate IBM systems that America has today, the Atlas, the Titan and the minute‑man, and are simply too many. It appears that the fear engendered by Soviet rockets has destroyed prudent judgment." A prominent Senator recently estimated that our present stockpile of atomic weapons represented the equivalent of ten tons of TNT for every man, woman and child on earth." See?  Even our nation has ten tons of TNT that can blast every human being off the face of the earth.  And this Senator (not a Bible man, particularly) makes this statement: “We seem to be preparing, not for retaliation but FOR OBLITERATION." We seem to be preparing to obliterate man from the face of the earth! I have here the statements of our leaders who say the only hope for peace is that we have the greatest power to destroy on the face of the earth, greater than any potential enemy.  God’s Word says the opposite!   God’s Word says that they that take the sword shall perish by the sword!  And America is one of the nations, OUR OWN BLESSED NATION, which has the seeds of destruction within her ranks today.  I say, THE HOPE OF AMERICA is not in the stockpile of weapons that may destroy every human being on the face of the earth, but is in those who live GODLY LIVES, in those who COME UNTO GOD THROUGH CHRIST, and who are men and women of prayer and men and women of holy living, TO HOLD BACK the tidal wave of SIN that is sweeping over our nation today and that will bring America down to destruction because America is NOT HEEDING the Word of God nor the Son of God!  So, the future of the wicked is very dark, among the nations. But what about the child of God? “He that overcometh and keepeth My works unto the end…” A CHRISTIAN is not one who simply believes in his head that Jesus lived and died on a cross, with historical belief. A Christian is one who BELIEVES ON HIM with a HEART BELIEF, a TRUST- belief, a RELYING-belief, and comes to Jesus and trusts Jesus and receives Jesus into his heart and life AND THEN OVERCOMES the world, the flesh and the devil, instead of BEING overcome, and keeps GOD’S WORD to the end; which means to seek to obey the Word of God and do the will of God.  TO SUCH, Jesus said, will He give authority over the nations, with a rod of iron?  When Jesus comes again there will be rebellion against Him even when He is on this earth, as there was when He came the first time, and His rule will be an iron rod rule, and that means AN ENFORCED RULE.  He will have to MAKE the nations beat their swords into plow shears and spears into pruning hooks.  But He will do it.  The Christian will be with Him on the Throne, and Jesus says in Revelations Chapter 2 and verses 27 and 28, “As I received of my Father, I will give him the morning star." So the child of God who overcomes the world, the flesh and the devil WILL RULE OVER THE NATIONS WITH CHRIST, and Jesus will give him HIMSELF throughout eternity! 
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