CHRIST IN YOU---THE HOPE OF GLORY
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Colossians 1:16-29

“By HIM, Jesus Christ, were all things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created by Him, and for Him.”

That is a very strong statement, found in Colossians 1:16, giving the DEITY, the SOVEREIGNTY, and the CREATORSHIP, of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is nothing in creation that He did not create. Jesus is not a created Being. HE IS CREATOR. And by Him all things consist. Verse 17: “He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” That word consist means to HOLD TOGETHER.

“And He is the Head of the body, the church: He is the Beginning, the first born from the dead; that in all things He might have the pre‑eminence.” Jesus is the Head of the church. To think lightly of the church is to think lightly of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church is composed of every born-again believer in Christ. The church is not a building. The church is composed of believers in Christ, wherever they may be. He said, “Wherever two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst.”

Notice, “that in all things HE might have the pre‑eminence.” That is God's plan. Today we hear a lot about “church programs” and so on. They are all right. I haven't one thing to say against them. I have given my life to the church. I am for the church. I am a PASTOR'S evangelist. I boost the church. But friends, listen to me. It makes no difference what the work may be: teaching Sunday School, being an evangelist, being a pastor, being a superintendent‑--whatever it is CHRIST is to have the PRE‑EMINENCE. Our business is to bring men and women and boys and girls into contact with Jesus Christ to exalt HIM! That in all things He might have the pre‑eminence.

“For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.” Everything that GOD IS, CHRIST IS. Christ was GOD manifested to the eyes of men! Back there in the Holy Land when Jesus Christ walked this earth, MAN SAW GOD.

Then we have His wonderful blood redemption and sacrifice. “Having made peace through the blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, who were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled. In the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreprovable in His sight.” If the BLOOD OF JESUS can present you holy and unblameable in the sight of Almighty God, then, friends, NOTHING ELSE CAN. The BLOOD OF CHRIST is all‑sufficient! THE BLOOD is all we need to be found unrebukable in the Presence of God. His Death!

Now there is an “if.” “If ye continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel, which ye have heard and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven, whereof I, Paul, am made a minister.” IF YE CONTINUE IN THE FAITH. You started out with the Lord some years ago. Have you continued in the faith? Or have you been “moved away” from the hope of the Gospel? Has something else influenced you to move you away? It's the devil, the world and the flesh. Have you let these things move you away from the Gospel of the LORD? Have you failed to go on in the faith? You are in danger!

Verse 24: “I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake.” Paul was saying that he was suffering for the church's sake.

“Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; even the mystery which has been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints; to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY, Whom we preach.” We preach Christ, said Paul! Nothing else but CHRIST! Constantly CHRIST! HE was Paul's Message! Everywhere he went he had one subject: CHRIST. He never failed to do it. What a rebuke to some men, who never mention the Name of Christ. Some men talk about church planning, about ethics, and everything else under the sun. They'll stand before the Lord one day with a ministry that will turn to ashes in their hands! They didn't preach Christ!

“Warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom: that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labor, striving according to His working, which worketh in me mightily.”

My text is the last part of verse 27: “Christ IN YOU‑--the Hope of Glory.” Not Christ in Heaven. That is not your hope of glory. Not Christ in the Bible, not Christ in others, but CHRIST IN YOU is your only hope of glory. That is what the text says, and God means what He says.

The word GLORY means the opposite of misery. Every man that has not Christ will be in misery on his death bed and out yonder in eternity will be in misery. "Glory." This is a synonym of the word "heaven."  Heaven is a happy world, with no sor​rows, no tears, and no heartaches. What is your hope of glory? It is Christ living in your heart right now. Let me say this to you. The word “believe” has been used so much that to a lot of peo​ple it doesn't mean much. But “be​lieve,” means FAITH AND CONFID​ENCE AND TRUST IN THE LORD JESUS; it leads to His coming into your heart and life, changing you completely. It is utterly impossible for Christ to step into the center of your being and thinking and ambitions and desires and personality, and you not know anything about it! Christ in you is YOUR HOPE OF GLORY.

HOPE! We have the opposite of that in the word “despair.” Every man who has not Christ living in his heart HAS NO HOPE OF HEAVEN. I don't care what he believes, or what he is holding on to, what he thinks is right; IT WILL BE SWEPT AWAY IN THE TEMPEST WHEN GOD JUDGES SIN and WHEN YOU COME TO YOUR DEATH‑BED FACING AN AWFUL ETERNITY.

What is your hope? HAVE you any hope? Is it real? My hope is only one thing: CHRIST IN ME. Christ entered into me twenty‑three years ago when I received HIM into my heart. He lives in my heart today. “You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.” That is the testi​mony of every born‑again child of God. The opposite of HOPE is DESPAIR. Thank God, we will never be alone. I love that song: “No longer lonely, for Jesus is the Friend of Friends to me.” At death, every earthly friend will be swept from you. You will find your​self alone. You face ETERNITY, alone! But with CHRIST IN YOU, you have the hope of glory!

Let me ask you, does Christ live in you? Without Him, you die a Christ​less death, you will be placed in a Christless coffin, you will be lowered into a Christless grave, you will rise in a Christless resurrection, you will stand in a Christless judgment, you will be sentenced to a Christless eternity! Oh, I beg you, accept this CHRIST to​day. Let Him come in to your heart. He only is YOUR HOPE OF HEAVEN. Will you do it?

If you want to receive Christ, will you pray this prayer? With your head bowed before Him, will you pray, “Lord Jesus, I do receive You into my heart. I will let you come in right now. I realize that You are my only Hope of heaven. I want You to come in. I don't want that Christless death and burial, resurrection and judgment and Hell. I put my whole trust in You, now, this moment. I claim You for my own personal Saviour, and know that You will take me safely to Heaven when I die.” Will you do it?
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