CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS
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Hebrews 

Someone has well said, "No bee can gather honey on the wing. No more can Christ's disciples gain refreshment and sustenance, in the midst of the world’s hustle and bustle, save by habitually alighting and drawing on the resources of Christ's Presence and grace. I am hoping that as you gather ‘round these broadcasts of the Word, you will have your Bible open and study with us in the Scriptures from day to day. And remember, you are not alone, though you may think you are! One time in a certain village the people decided to give up their prayer-meeting. But one woman said, "Well though no one else attends, I am going to be at the prayer‑meeting.” Someone said to her, "Did you have a prayer‑meeting last night?" "Yes we did!" she replied. "How many were present?" "Four," she answered "Why, I hear you were there alone.” "No," she said, "I was the only one visible. But the Father was there, and the Son was there, and the Holy Spirit was there, and we were all agreed in prayer." Well, isn't that wonderful? Wherever a Christian is, there are always FOUR people, one visible and Three Invisible. I think that is a wonderful truth for us to remember: never alone.

Bible Study

Now let us turn to the Book of Hebrews. I am CHALLENGING you friends to study your Bible! Get a good, readable copy of the Bible that you can MARK with a pencil--‑a blue and a red, or one of these pencils that has four different colors of lead---and mark your Bible everywhere you find a precious truth! You will find them precious, like a Bible within a Bible. It will be YOUR Bible, the part that you have "digested," the part you have taken for yourself and made your own. Then, you should have a good concordance, so that you can take a word like "Blood" and look it up all through the Bible, and when you get through, you'll know more about the Atonement than you've ever known before. Or, look up "The Kingdom of God." Recently I made a special study of the Kingdom of God, for many days, and I took Strong's Concordance (that is a large, exhaustive concordance; if you want one not so large or so complete, then, Cruden's: but if you can afford the larger one, by all means get it) and when I got through running the theme "Kingdom of God," I'll tell you, I had a rich, rich blessing! I have notes now that I could preach on for a month without stopping. There are other studies: "The Church," and "Grace," and "The Mercy of God," and "Eternity," and "Heaven," and "Hell," and there are many other truths. And then, friends, if you don't want to face up to the truth, you will be like the ostrich that sticks his head in the sands to avoid the truth. Christians want to know the Truth. And they can get it by coming to the Word of God. Another way to study is to take some book of the Bible, chapter by chapter, and that is what we will be doing in this study of HEBREWS.

Our Sin‑Purger

The first chapter deals with Christ, the Sin‑Purger. In Hebrews 1:3 we read, "When He had by Himself purged our sins. He sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high." That is an indescribable truth! A Blessed truth! We cannot TELL the glory of that passage! It tells me that no man can purge his own sins. There is nothing in the world you can do about your past. There is not a thing to do but come to Jesus, Who HIM​SELF purges our sins, gets rid of them for us. Isn't that wonderful?  You and I are condemned because of sin. The wages of sin is death, God says in Romans, and we are sinners by nature not by choice. But, CHRIST, by Himself, with no help of ours at all, purged our sins--‑mine and yours---and did away with them at the Cross. That is made good to you and to me by faith in Jesus. So, we have Christ, the Sin‑Purger in chapter one.

Our Captain

In chapter 2, we have Christ, the Captain of our Salvation. Verse 10: "For it became Him, for Whom are all things, and by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." There Jesus Christ is described as bringing many sons unto glory, and He is the Captain of their salvation. He is the One taking the lead. He is the One Who is making it possible for us to go right on in to Glory! That is what it means to have Him as your Saviour. You see we are not in Heaven yet; the army of the sons of God are still on the march. Jesus is the Captain of this great company who are headed for Glory.

In our family devotion today, as we passed around the little box of Scripture cards for each of us to read, my wife had that Scripture verse that tells about the glory that is going to be revealed, for our light affliction worketh for us a far exceeding and eternal weight of glory. That means that all the afflictions of the Christian life are light, compared to the glory on the other side. You know, our afflictions do not seem light when we go through them. But when we get to heaven, they will seem but as a moment. The glory over there will be a tremendous thing, and life's little afflictions will seem as nothing! Ah, to have the Captain of our salvation! Friend, are you among the sons of God? Are you on your way to glory? Are you twenty‑four hours nearer heaven today than you were yesterday? Oh, how wonderful it is to study the Word of God.

The Head of God's House

Then in chapter three, we see Christ the Head of God's House. God has a House. The House has a family. God is over the House. Jesus Christ is the Head of it. We read concerning Moses, in verse 3, that this man (Jesus Christ) was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, for the man who builded the House has more honor than the house itself. Every house is built by somebody. But He that buildeth all things is God. Verse 6. "But Christ as a Son over His own House, whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and rejoice in hope firm to the end." We hear so often of a building, of stone or brick or wood, being called "The House of God." Well, the House of God in the New Testament is not made of wood and brick and stone; for the House of God, friends, is composed of every believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. CHRISTIANS are God's dwelling place. The CHURCH is all believers in Christ. IN THEM God dwells. God does not dwell in a literal building, but within BELIEVERS. "Whose house are WE." Wherever believers come together, there is God's House.

Now notice that Christ is the Head of God's House. He is over the entire household of God. That means, first of all, that we ought to be obedient unto the Head of the House. Children ought to be obedient to the head of the house. But oh, how blessed it is to be obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ! How good He is to all the children in the House! He took little children on His knees and blessed them, when He was here on earth. He was so good to the backslidden and the sinners. He called them to give up their lives of sin and begin lives of purity and wholesomeness. How good He was in teaching us about God, and how to live a happy life, by living clean for God, how to see God by keeping our hearts pure and our minds clean, and how to pray, and how to read and enjoy the Bible, and how to look forward to Heaven. All of that, as the Head of the House, the Lord Jesus is teaching us today.

I wonder, friend, if you are a member of the Household of God? I wonder if you are among those sons that Christ is bringing to glory? I wonder if you have accepted Him as your sin‑purger? Oh, do you appreciate what He did for you on the Cross? Do you love Him for taking on Himself your sins and your punishment and your judgment, that you may never have to take it?

Oh, don't be willful and stubborn about this thing. Don't make God have to punish you. Don't make God send sorrow and affliction your way to drive you to Christ. Right now, won't you yield to Him? You ought to become a Christian, sometime; why not now? You ought to get the sin‑question settled, and put your trust in Jesus Christ, and join a good local church, and get busy for the Lord, and store up some treasure in Heaven. You ought to get ready to meet Him. You intend, sometime to get ready to meet Christ, and be a real Christian. Now is the time beloved friend. It may be too late, tomorrow. It may be too late, next week. You may be hardened, you may meet death, and the Spirit of God may depart and leave you. You don't want that. Oh, right now, bow your head and say, "Lord Jesus, I do come to You. I do trust You. I do believe in You as my Saviour and Lord and as my Sin-Purger, to bring ME to Glory." Will you do it?

Part Two

Worship in the Home

Isn't it wonderful, friends that we can gather round the Word of God in our home, and have real fellowship in the Lord? In Great Britain alone, more than 14,000 churches and ecclesiastical buildings were destroyed or put out of service by air raids during the last conflict. This destruction, together with the sharp fall in national income, will make them largely irreplaceable for some time to come. Paul speaks of "the church which is in thy house," denoting that the early believers met for worship in homes. The first Holy Communion was celebrated in homes. It was through the witness of Christian HOMES that the early church first taught the meaning and message of the Faith. A bishop, a man of God, in Britain said that he once stood inside a very old house in Rome. It dated back to primitive Christian days. Around three sides of it were stone seats. It was the home of an early Christian, and it was here that a group of Christians met for worship. "The church in thy house." I am wondering if bombs and other warfare may drive us back to the time when people shall have to gather just in homes. In the meantime, how wonderful it is to know we have fellowship around the Word of God in many homes at one time, through radio! Remembering His Word is the thing that counts.

Christ, Our Rest

Now we have said that one way to study the Bible is to take it by chapters and see the teaching of some glorious truth that is there. We find Christ in the Book of Hebrews. Now beginning with chapter 4, we find Christ as His People's Rest. Verse 1, "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. We who have believed do enter into rest, as He said, "I have sworn in my wrath, they shall enter into my rest." Then in verse 9, "There remaineth therefore, rest, to the people of God. Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest." The rest of faith, simple faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the only place you will find rest for your soul. As long as you are trying to work out your own salvation for yourself, you'll never find it. As long as you are trying to live a good moral life to atone for past sins, you'll never be happy. Jesus did it all. As long as you are trying to live the Christian life day by day in your own strength, you'll never be able to do anything for Jesus. He is the Only Rest for the people of God. We are living in a world of unrest. We have new sciences of psychiatry and medical helps for the minds of men. Men's minds are disturbed. They do not know the Lord. But there is a group of people who do not need these various things, and they are the people who have by simple faith in the finished work of Christ, committed their souls unto HIM, Who alone is able to keep them. Him Who by simple faith is ours! So CHRIST is the REST people are seeking for. I think that is a wonderful thing to know.

Our High Priest

Now in chapter 5, we have Christ as our Great High Priest. We read here that He is made a high priest forever, after the order of Melchisadek. He had compassion upon us and salvation. "Every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer up gifts and sacrifices for sin." The Lord Jesus Christ was to be a high priest after the order of Melchisadek. He suffered the suffering of death. Remember, the object of the high priest was to stand in the stead of the sinner before God, to take on himself the sinner's condition. That is what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us. We read that in the days of His flesh, in the garden of Gethsemane, He offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death. There He was, the Son of God, taking our place and our punishment. WHY, why was Jesus suffering? He had done no wrong. He was TAKING OUR PLACE. He was our representative. He took our place on the Cross and went to meet the Father, on our behalf! So He is our great High Priest.

Our Forerunner

Now in chapter 6, we have Christ as our Forerunner. This chapter tells us of the impossibility of God to lie. Have you ever thought about that? He has promised us salvation. I like that verse 18. It is IMPOSSIBLE for God to lie. That guarantees His promises! That guarantees our safety. He has PROMISED US SALVATION. God is the ONE Being in the universe who CANNOT LIE. Therefore we can REST upon His promises.

Then He says, "Which hope we have, as an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, which entereth into that which is within the veil whither the forerunner hath for us entered, even Jesus made an high priest forever after the order of Melchisadek."

"Within the veil" means "within heaven." There is just a veil between us and heaven. The thin veil of human life may be snapped any moment and we may be called into the Presence of God. That is an allusion to the Temple. You remember the tabernacle, when the great veil was parted and the high priest on the Day of Atonement went right in to the Presence of God, Who dwelt in the Holy of Holies between the cherubim. Someday we will go in to the Holy of Holies, or the Presence of God. Here in this life we minister only in the Holy Place, in the light of the seven‑branch candlestick (representing the Holy Spirit of God) and with the table of showbread (feeding upon the Word of God). There God gives us a wonderful truth, that someday WE will part the veil and go into the Presence of God. That is what Death is to the child of God! Isn't that wonderful? It is like the high priest going into the Holy of Holies, right into the Presence of God.

Now our Forerunner has already gone in for us, preparing the way. He has gone ahead.  The forerunner of an army would run ahead and prepare the way, and select the site for the camp and get everything fixed for the troops who were coming later. Well, Jesus is our Forerunner and has gone on to heaven. For what purpose? To get things fixed up for us over there, "within the veil." You know, in this old world of doubt and unbelief, it is blessed to so live in the Bible that heaven is REAL. The people of God ought to be looking forward to that day, the moment when we will be called within the veil, with no tears at death because we know the Lord. It will not be a strange place, because our Blessed Friend, the Lord Jesus, is our Forerunner and will be there, and we will be with Him.

Our Surety

In chapter 7 we have Christ as the Surety of the Better Covenant. The Old Testament had a covenant for the Jewish people, and it was dependent upon their works. Of course, their works were not what they ought to have been, so the covenant was broken. The New Testament gives a new covenant, now dependent upon regeneration, and it is in Christ, and HE HIMSELF is the surety. Verse 22, By so much, was Jesus made a Surety of a better covenant." Jesus keeps us saved, because He is our Surety. This covenant will not fail when we fail. The Lord took into account our failures and made Jesus a Surety of it. Verse 25, "Wherefore He is able to save unto the uttermost (He will not lose us) all who come unto God BY HIM, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for us." He is at the Father's right hand, keeping us saved. We will not fail as Israel failed, for we have come unto God BY HIM. Thank God that is the only way to God.

The Minister of the Sanctuary

In chapter 8 we have Christ as the Minister of the New Sanctuary. There is a NEW Sanctuary. In the Old Testament, the Jewish people had a literal sanctuary. They had a temple, a tabernacle, a visible priesthood and real sacrifices. They could see the priest kill the sacrifice and offer the flesh. All was visible. It is easy to believe in things you can see and lay your hands on. But we are called on to believe by faith in the unseen sanctuary, and in the Priest Who is ministering for us before God. 

"We have such a high priest who is set on the right hand of the throne of majesty in the heavens, a minister of the sanctuary of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man." The tabernacle was just a shadow of heavenly things. Christ is the minister of the TRUE SANCTUARY, over in glory. Isn't it wonderful, friends, to realize that someday we will enter into the true sanctuary of God? That heaven is going to be a place of constant worship? That is why it is necessary to be born again. If you took an unsaved man and put him in heaven, he would say, "Let me out of here. This is hell to me." You put a drunkard in a prayer‑meeting, and he wouldn't feel right. He would say, "Let me out of this place." Somehow or other, drunkenness and prayer‑meetings don't go together. So it goes with all evil men--‑the gambler and the lustful man. You put them in a worshipful place, and they won't feel at home. They will be miserable. 

The human heart has to be changed before going to heaven; it is a moral necessity. You have to have a heart for heavenly things. You have to have a new nature before you can enjoy heaven. A lot of people talk about heaven, but the song is true that says, "Everybody talkin' 'bout heab'm ain't goin' there." Jesus said, "You must be born again," or you cannot enter it and cannot even see it.

We must come to a close of this brief outline of Christ in the Book of Hebrews, but, oh, friends aren't these truths of God wonderful to our hearts? I am asking you a question now that is important. Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you reading the Word of God and learning about Him? As you some to the end of your life, will you enter into heaven and be safe forever with Him? Or will you find yourself in Hell with all the lost souls who refused to let God come into their hearts, refused to call upon the Lord to be saved, refused to read the Bible and live according to the Word of God? Today, friends, call upon Jesus for salvation, and begin to live for Him. The Holy Spirit is warning you to get right with God now, through faith in His Son Jesus Christ. Today is the day of your salvation. Will you accept Him now? Will you do it?
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