CHOSEN OF THE LORD
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Ephesians 1:3-4

We are taking up now Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 3 and 4 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world."

I want to call your attention to that expression, "according as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world." The word here translated "chosen" is the Greek word meaning to pick out or to choose for one's self.

We read in Luke 10:42 that Mary chose for herself this good part which, Jesus said, should not be taken from her. You remember that Jesus went to the home of Mary and Martha, and while Martha was busy preparing a meal, Mary, who loved the Lord very much, forgot all about the meal. She sat at His Feet listening to His words. Martha came in, all distressed and upset and perhaps just a little irritable, and said, "Lord, is it nothing to you that my sister has left me with all this burden?" Then Jesus turned, and very gently and tenderly He rebuked her, saying, "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things. But Mary hath chosen this good part, which shall not be taken from her." What was the thing Mary had chosen? To sit at His Feet and hear His Words.

So often we neglect Christ. Jesus was teaching something of that same lesson when the other Mary came and poured out the costly ointment upon His Feet, and someone said, "We could have sold this and given the money to the poor!" But Jesus said, "The poor you have with you always. Anytime you wish, you can do something for them. But Me ye have not always." How little we remember the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! How little we think about doing something just FOR HIM, and as UNTO HIM. And yet we ought to be thinking of Him and doing things for our Lord. We ought to want to sit at His Feet and hear His words. We ought to want to worship Him. We ought to want to do things for Christ, things that will make Him happy, things that will make His Heart rejoice. The greatest thing I know to do today is to win some soul to the Lord Jesus.

So I call your attention to this word "chosen.” "To chose for one's self." We read that we were CHOSEN in Him before the foundation of the world. We were chosen to be in Christ.  In Mary's case, she chose for herself this good part; not simply service, but first knowledge of the Lord Himself. Before service must come communion with Himself.

In Luke 9:35 we read these words, "This is My Son, the One having been chosen. Hear ye Him." This is the One I picked out. This is My Beloved Son.

In John 6:70 we read, "Did I not pick out you twelve and one of you is a devil?" Jesus picked out Judas, after an all‑night prayer meeting. He chose him to be among the apostles. There again that Greek word is used. "Picked out, chosen."

So here we have it in our passage in the first chapter of Ephesians, "According as He hath CHOSEN US in Him before the foundation of the world." He picked us out; He selected us, for a holy life.

Then in John 1:16, Jesus said, ye did not choose Me, but I chose you and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit." That passage is unmistakable. We didn't choose Jesus originally; He chose us. We were walking down the road to Hell, in sin and unbelief. We weren't even thinking about the Lord. But suddenly we began to turn to spiritual things. I can look back and remember the glimmer of spiritual things that began to come to my attention even while I was dead in trespasses and sins. God's Word says that sinners are dead, in trespasses and sins. A dead man cannot live without a creative act of the Creator. A dead soul cannot live without a creative act, of the Lord Jesus Christ. "I chose you first," Jesus said.

We read in First John, "We love Him because He first loved us." If we love God today, it is not because we loved Him before He loved us. He first loved us, when we did not love Him. Paul in Romans says that we had enmity in our hearts toward God. Paul says we were sinners, missing the mark. He says in Ephesians that we were DEAD. So it is a creative act of our Blessed Lord that we are alive unto Him, believers in Him.

Then again in Luke 6:13, "When it became day, He called His disciples to Him and picked out from them twelve, whom He named apostles." There is that Greek work again, to pick out. He picked out these twelve, to live with Him, to be the inner circle. They were to be called apostles, missionaries.

In John 15:19 Jesus is saying, "I chose you out of the world." He is almost in the shadow of the Cross as He says it. "I chose you out of the world. You were in the world. You were condemned with the world. Why are you with Me now? Why are you heavenly in nature, born again, headed for heaven? Did you take the initiative? Did you seek Me? No. I chose you, out of the world." What an amazing thing. No man can boast of his salvation! No man can say, "Look, what I did." He must give the glory to God.

I have been studying carefully that tremendous passage in First Corinthians 2, God's strange Choice! How that He chose things that are foolish, things that are base, things that are nonentities, in order that no flesh should glory in His Presence. Did you and I choose God first? Did you and I take the initiative in our salvation? No. If we did, there might be some glory. We might walk the streets of gold and say, "Look what I did. I chose the Lord! I chose to be a child of God. I reached out to God before He reached out to me." That isn't so, friends. God's Word is very plain and so is our experience. Jesus said, "I chose you." And so He did.

Then again we read in Revelation 17:14 of a group of the saints in heaven, and they are called "chosen and faithful.” God was the one Who did the choosing. They were called and they answered the call. They were chosen. "Faithful," trustworthy, not only believing, but also they proved their belief by their actions. God did the calling! God did the choosing! He is the One.

We read in Matthew 22:14, "Many are called but few are chosen." Paul in Second Timothy 2:10, "I endure all things for the elect's sake in order that they might obtain salvation." For the "elect's" sake. They are the people of God, elect, chosen, for Himself, for salvation and eternal life, to be holy, without blame before Him in love. God picked us out!

You say, "This is a tremendous mystery." Yes, it is. You say, "Well, what is the use of reaching out and praying and studying the Word?" Well, the Lord says that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. I cannot explain salvation. No man alive can explain salvation. I know that He FIRST sought me, that He first thought about me. I know that I was dead in trespasses and sins. I remember when I was groping in the dark without a ray of light, even though I was raised in a preacher's home, around the Gospel all my life, never sat down and heard the truth. Yet it never DAWNED on me, till I was twenty years of age. Then suddenly, like a burst out of heaven itself, the TRUTH burst upon my soul, and the love of God was poured out in my heart, by the Holy Spirit. All I know is that I was born again. That's all. "Jesus sought me while a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; He to rescue me from danger interposed His precious blood."

You say, "Well, Preacher, what am I to do? I want to be saved." God's Word is very plain. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou SHALT BE SAVED, and thy house."

"Does that include everybody?"

"Whosoever believeth in Him SHALL NOT PERISH but have everlasting life."

Then after you believe, are born again, are saved, to WHOM will you give the praise, honor and glory for your salvation? You'll give it TO GOD. You won't boast about saving yourself. You cannot save yourself. You cannot keep yourself. The LORD must do that. The Lord must help you and give you the grace and the power. Wherever He finds a willing, trusting heart, He gives the power to trust Him and live for Him.

"Does God want everybody saved?" In Ezekiel 18:32 God says, "I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth. Therefore turn and live ye." John 1:12, "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name." John 5:40, "Ye will not come to Me in order that ye may have life."

All saved people are to give the honor and praise to God. All souls that are doomed must take the blame on themselves. Jesus says it lies within the human will. "Ye will not come to Me that ye might have life." Then friend, if you come to Jesus for salvation, and He doesn't give you life, HE is to blame. But if you don't come to Him, you are to blame. So whatever your arguments are, you'd better throw them away. If you want to go to Heaven, come to Jesus. He is the Way. John 6:37, "HIM THAT COMETH UNTO ME I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT."

John 6:39, "This is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone that the Father hath given me, I should rise up again at the last day." If you have seen by the eyes of faith the Son of God dying for your sins and you believe on Him, then it is the will of God that you be saved and raised up at the last day.

In First Timothy 2:4 we read that God would have all men to be saved. He is not willing that any should perish. Not willing; that means that He IS wishing or willing or desiring, that all men should BE saved.

Second Peter 3:9, "He is not purposing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." Purposing: deliberate will. Then God's deliberate will is that nobody should perish but that everybody should repent and be saved.

So whatever way you interpret Ephesians 1:4, about His choosing us before the foundation of the world, you've got to say that He WANTS US SAVED. WHOEVER WILL COME TO HIM, HE WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT. Whosoever will may come. Will you come? Will you do it?
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