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Psalm 78:19

Today we are reading from Psalm 78 verse 19, friends, and I pray that it will be a rich blessing to our hearts, as we wait upon God.

"Yea, they spake against God. They said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?" I hope you will read all of this great Psalm. In my meditation of this Psalm, these words seemed to just stand out of the text. It seemed to me that this was something the Lord would have me bring to you today, this is a solemn statement. "Yea, they spake against God. They said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?"

They are words of unbelief. "Can God." They say, "Can God?" "Is God able?" is the literal reading in the Hebrew. Now FAITH does not say, "Can GOD?" FAITH says, "God is able." The morning after the prophet Daniel had been cast into the den of lions, the king came lamentably expecting to see the bones of Daniel broken into a thousand pieces. He had not slept, lamenting the fate of Daniel, and comes and says, "0 Daniel, is thy God able to save thee from the lion's mouth?" And Daniel replies, "My God is able!" "My God hath shut the lion's mouth." That is the word of FAITH. Faith does not doubt that God can. Faith knows that all things are possible to Him that believeth. Faith says He is able to keep us from falling and to present us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. Faith says He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think. Faith always reverses, "Can God?" and says, God CAN!"

Notice here the strange mixture of unbelief in the hearts of Christians. Now I am going to back up with Scripture this statement. There IS a strange mixture of unbelief in the hearts of Christians. You remember that one man cried out one time, "Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief." Notice--‑belief, and unbelief. Faith and NO Faith in the one person. Now that man recognized the fact in his own personality, his own character, his own deepest self. There was faith; and yet there was a hesitancy toward God with the whole heart.

Is there a surer evidence of the original fall of man than this fact? The hardest thing in the world for a man to do is to trust God utterly! Oh, the letters that I get, of doubt and fear and questioning! They all show that there is a mixture of unbelief in the Christian heart. I don't have to take this for evidence; I have that same, strange mixture in my own heart! And if you are perfectly honest about it, you will find it in yours. If you ever saw an utterly trusting man, a perfectly believing man, you'd see things you NEVER SAW BEFORE, because God can do something for the man or woman who trusts Him completely, that He cannot do for anyone else.

This man was saying, "Lord I believe; help thou my unbelief. I have faith in You, and yet it is not a complete trust, as it ought to be. I trust You for salvation, but there is still much unbelief in my heart. I find trust and distrust. I find confidence and the lack of confidence. I believe Your promises, yet I do not rest in them. I am confident that You can save me from Hell, yet I am afraid You won't take care of me all the way on the journey to Heaven."

Fears Christians Have

Some people say, "I am afraid about my health." The Lord can take care of our bodies, friends.

"I am afraid about my home‑--my wife, my children, my father, my mother." Isn't that feeling of fear a mixture of unbelief in God? Cannot the God Who made the body also take care of it? Cannot the God who knows all about our home and loved ones also take care of them as we commit them unto Him?

"I am afraid about my business, about the financial situation." No one ever starved, really trusting God! No one ever starved, really leaning upon the Lord.

"I am afraid for my boy, away in the service of the country. There are temptations out there that he would not encounter at home. I am afraid he might be killed, or come home mangled and bruised and with a deranged mind. I am afraid." Oh, the mixture of unbelief, in the hearts of Christians. God help us all today to do something about it.

Now that is the awful partial belief in the hearts of multitudes; but let me call your attention to the UNBELIEF in the hearts of multitudes. The person who rejects Christ has a wicked, deceiving, evil, destroying, unbelieving heart. Their actions cry aloud the state of their evil heart. "I do not really believe that the Bible is the Word of God. I secretly think‑--though I do not tell it‑--that men might have written the Bible. Of course, I haven't taken the time or trouble to read it through, carefully, but I just don't believe that the Bible is the Word of God." No, they do not say so aloud, but by their actions they prove they do not believe it, because they totally neglect it and ignore it and care nothing about it. If they believed it, the Bible would have the first place in their lives. They would ponder it. They would rest upon it. They would fill their mind and their soul and their life with the precious Truths of the Word of God. They would read it. They would dig out of it the precious promises of God to their never‑dying soul.

Some people do not believe that God even exists. Some say, "There is no God." Others say, "Maybe there is a God; I do not know." Others say, "Why should I worry about whether or not there is a God? I'll just go on in life and take my chances." How foolish that is!

Historical Christ

Some people do not believe in Christ as a historical person. "Perhaps He was just a myth. Perhaps there wasn't really anyone like Jesus Christ. It might be the concoction of a group of men; a legend handed down in books and somehow foisted upon the world. Jesus was no more real than Zeus, or some other ancient Greek mythological gods." And with that attitude they have no time for the Bible or Christ.

Creation

Others say, "I do not believe in the Creation of the World, as recorded in the Book of Genesis. I am satisfied with the theory of evolution, which goes back to a little speck of protoplasm, in the Beginning. Where that comes from, I don't have to consider. It is easier just to accept it and not think for myself. I'll let the scientists bear the responsibility. If it turns out that there really is a God, then I'll blame them for influencing me by their writings and attitudes against the Bible. Then they shall be accountable, not I."

Sin

Then again, we hear, "Men do not believe in sin anymore. The world has outgrown all that. We have entered the age of free investigation and thought. It is just a matter of your point of view. Nothing is really sinful. It's only the way you look at it. Besides, if there is, after all, a God and a judgment to come, I am sure there is nothing to worry about, for He would be too good to punish men, whom He created. God must be quite human, just a Big Man, an Almighty Man, with passions and feelings just like ours. Everyone knows that a man MUST sin, and is excusable, and I am sure that God's standards are the same as man's. Whatever is RIGHT in the eyes of men will be right in HIS eyes. Of course, there will be some who will be banished to Hell because they have been exceedingly evil, such as murderers. Hitler, maybe. Or Stalin, whose hands are red with blood. But, not a good fellow like I am, just the ordinary type of human being who never murdered anybody."

Heaven

Then we hear, "I do not believe in Heaven." (People don't say it aloud, but they say it in their hearts, and they say it by their actions, because they do not accept the Gospel.) "Of course, I wouldn't shout it on the streets. I am a coward when it comes to bucking accepted ideas, though they are dead ideas. The general public has long outwardly accepted the idea of a Heaven, but they do not actually believe it in their hearts. They have not real faith in the Land Beyond, or they would be living in preparation for it. Besides, it must be an awfully dull life without theatres and night‑clubs and dances." That is what some people are thinking in their hearts, though they wouldn't say it for their own ears to hear. That is the real thinking, underneath. That is why they do not come to Christ.

Hell

Others are saying, "I do not believe in Hell. Why, the very idea is monstrous! A father would not punish His children everlastingly. And of course, God is the Father of us ALL. I believe in the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of man. I have heard that the Bible teaches that God is the Father of only those who are `born again,' whatever that means. But I put no stock in that. Men are all alike. And those fanatical Christians who live so strangely and never have fun as we do, do not act and talk like the rest of the world, are all wrong. They are crack‑pots. A Hell? A Burning HELL, forever? Nah . . . I don't believe that.

It is just a myth, like the old myths of Greece and Rome. The idea of Hell is just the mouthings of erratic minds. I don't believe that men are ‘lost’ and ‘going to Hell.’ That is an old Puritan idea, used by preachers in the old days to terrify the people. That is banished forever from the thinking of intelligent people. It belongs with such ideas as a square earth and bewitchery and so on. You see, truth has been mixed with error, and there are errors in the Bible."

Friend, if that is what you are saying down in your heart, if you are saying you do not believe in these things, let me remind you that THERE IS A GOD, AND THAT YOU ARE GOING TO MEET HIM SOME DAY REGARDLESS of what you believe about the Bible and Heaven and Hell. JESUS CHRIST IS HIS SON, YOUR SAVIOUR and if you reject Him YOU ARE going to Hell! Come to the Lord today, let Him give you the new birth, save you from sin, bring you to Heaven! The Lord will do it if you turn yourself over to Him to be saved, through Jesus Christ. Will you do it?
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