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BLESSINGS OF GOD-GIVEN REVIVAL

There is nothing more wonderful on this earth than a real, God‑given revival. There is nothing more blessed, there is nothing that makes God's Presence more real, there is nothing that more rejoices the heart of the true child of God than when God sends a real revival. The word Revival means literally "to live again,” and it is a time when God pours His life into the individual's heart and the people are set on fire and Heaven becomes real, and God is real and prayer and the Bible are real, and Hell is real, and men see Eternity as it really is. It is a time when Heaven becomes very near and visits earth and visits the hearts of men again with its searching, cleansing, purifying and glorious power. It is a time when the Blessed Holy Spirit of God again is given the right‑of‑way in the human heart and fills every member of the church who lets Him with the glories and powers of Heaven. Surely, there is nothing on this earth as rejoicing to the heart of God's people as a real heaven sent revival. Revivals are periods when Christians, dissatisfied with the coldness and luke‑warmness and lack of blessing from God and sin and worldliness and deadness, come together and seek the blessings of God to drive back the forces of worldliness and unrighteousness and sin and Hell, and to bring the blessings of God down upon the people again in mighty power. In a revival, individuals are searched, confess their sins, begin to really pray, read the Word of God and seek lost souls. They assemble at God's house for the public services. They bring the lost to hear the preached Word. They pray and they work with all their heart.

In revivals singing is no longer formal and dead but is warm and spiritual and fervent. Preaching is no longer a lecture or simply an intellectual presentation of truth, dry and monotonous, but comes from a burning heart and burning lips with power and force and conviction that moves the audiences and moves the individual heart to act for God and for eternal safety and the safety of others. Messages come from the heart aflame from much prayer and much waiting on God and meditation of the Holy Word. The Minister preaches in power and pleads for souls. He gives an invitation for those who are seeking the Lord to come, and they stream down the aisles and kneel and repent and accept Christ, confess Him openly as their Saviour and Lord, as He hath said, "If ye confess Me before men, I will confess you before my Father which is in Heaven" Truly, there is nothing on earth like a great outpouring of the Spirit of God in a real revival. Truly, there is nothing like Christians getting back to their first love and sinners finding Christ as their personal Saviour and being born again and being snatched from the flames of Hell, made sons of God and heirs of God and joint‑heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ, with the assurance of Heaven in their souls and a new light on their faces, reading the Word and praying, attending regularly God's house and seeking the souls of the Lost for Jesus. Yes, there is nothing on earth so wonderful as a real revival!

God Wants To Give His People Continual Revival

Coldness and deadness in our hearts and in the churches is certainly not the will of God. It is not His will that any should perish and therefore when souls are perishing because of a backslidden

church and a backslidden heart, it is not the will of God. Oh, my Christian friends, it is a solemn thing to realize that if we, as individuals, are on fire for God, souls will be saved; but if we are not on fire for God, souls will be damned. We are guilty of standing in the way of precious souls, and they go to Hell because we are not revived. So it is with churches. A warm, live spiritual church will be a soul‑winning church but a dead, cold, backslidden, frozen church will be a church where souls will not come and therefore will perish and go to Hell because of its backslidden condition. It is not the will of God that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Revivals in the New Testament

God raises up men that He particularly uses for revival.  They are called Evangelists and that is their main business in life as we read in Eph. 4:11. When Jesus went back to Heaven, He gave some, EVANGELISTS, and throughout the period of the Christian Church, God has raised up men with their hearts on fire to call a decadent, backslidden, impotent and failing church to rise and do the work of the Lord in the power and strength of the Lord.

The Revival Under John The Baptist

In Matt. 5:1‑5, we read of the great revival God gave when He raised up John the Baptist. We read, "In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." “And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey." Note the great blessing and how the people were set on fire and how they attended in the next verse. "Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins."

My friends, there is a picture of a great revival. God raises up a man. There was a man, we read, sent from God whose name was John. God filled him with the Holy Spirit. He was a holy man, a man separated to God, a man who lived in the wilderness alone with God, filling his soul with the presence and glory of God. And he suddenly burst forth before the people and began to preach, and the people were attracted to him as they always are in a great revival and to the real revival fire when a man is set on fire of God. And they went out from all the country round about, gathering together where he was preaching, and confessed their sins. This is a real revival.

Revival Under the Lord Jesus

In Matt. 4:23‑25, "And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria.” Notice, when a revival breaks out it attracts people all round about. “And they brought unto Him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them." Now, notice my friends, that when God raises up a man for revival the multitudes are attracted with their hungry hearts, hungry for God, hungry to hear from Heaven, in their great need knowing that God is the only answer. So we read in verse 25, "And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond Jordan.” Someone will say, "Well, Brother Hendley, that's the Son of God, Himself." Yes, that's true and if you will turn to the Gospel of John, 14:12, you will read Jesus saying, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father." Notice, it's promised that those who believe on Him shall do greater works than He did. And that means, of course, greater in quantity, not in quality, for no one could do greater works than Jesus did, as to their value and power and miraculous element. But, we can do more works than Jesus did for we have the Holy Spirit with us and a longer period of time, and He wants to give us more fruit than even He had on this earth. God help us to claim it in great revival, greater works than He did. He wants to give revival in my community and in your community just exactly as we read there in Palestine in the days when He trod on this earth. Even a greater revival He says, "For even greater works than these shall ye do, for I go back to my Father!" God help us to claim these glorious promises by faith.

Revival Under the Seventy Disciples

In Luke 10 we read of another great revival, "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into, every city and place, whither he himself would come. Therefore said he unto them, "The harvest is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. Go your ways." And then we read in verse 8, "And into whatsoever city ye enter, heal the sick and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you." So we read that the seventy went forth. And in verse. 17 we read, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject unto us through thy name." Isn't that wonderful They went forth with great revival; the demons were subject to them they had power over the other world. Power to cast out demons and to deliver men from all the afflictions of the devil--‑that's a real revival. 

And they were rejoicing in it, filled with joy because God's mighty power was operating through them to the liberation of people from the condemnation of the devil and the afflictions of the devil. Then Jesus said in verse 18, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven." So great was the onslaught of the seventy against the powers of the devil and delivering men that Satan had to come down personally to superintend the defending of his kingdom. His emissaries were being beaten back. His servants were being whipped in the great unseen battle. God's power was overcoming the devil's power and he had to come down to superintend the defense. Then Jesus said in verse 19, "Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you." Isn't that wonderful!

And-‑‑that‑--power‑‑-Jesus--‑still gives us to​day: power over the devil to set sin​ners free; power to set those free who 
have been bound by Satan, in order that they might be saved. Notice He gives us power over all the power of the enemy. If we go in His strength, the devil can't hurt us. wicked men can't hurt us.
The powers of sin cannot hurt us and we will conquer and over​come through the power the Lord Jesus
 gives us. He says to"Go." God help us to claim this power today and see it operating in our communities and homes, to save our husbands and wives and children and community from the awful inroads of the devil and sin and worldliness and hell!

In Acts the second chapter we read, "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place." Notice the unity of the believers, they were of "one accord." One of our great preachers has said that he had never before been able to have a revival in a place where there was disunity. Whenever you go into a church or among any group of Christians, and they are separated by divisions and factions, it is impossible to have a real Holy Spirit revival until they are unified. 

We read, "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost," and what is the result of them being filled with the Holy Ghost? It is always to speak, to speak out for God because the Spirit gives utterance. So we read, they "began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." And what was the subject of their speaking? Verse 11 tells us, "We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God." God's wonderful works! God becomes real in the time of revival, becomes real to the Christian heart filled with the Spirit of God, together in unity, waiting on Him, and they begin to speak and to witness for Him, and then what is the result? Everybody is amazed and attracted to them.

 We read in verse 12, "And they were all amazed, and they said to one another, ‘What meaneth this?’” And when the saints were unified, waiting on the Lord, filled with the Spirit and began to speak with power the wonderful works of God, there was conviction on the part of the unsaved. Verse 37, "They were pricked in their heart, and said, Men and brethren, what shall we do?" When the church gets on fire for God, filled with the Holy Ghost and begins to witness for the Lord in earnestness and zeal and in the power of the Holy Ghost, the result is that sinners cry out, "what must we do?" They want the thing that Christians have. But if Christians have backslidden and are cold and in​different and unconcerned and are liv​ing like the world, then the unsaved do not want what they have. Oh, Chris​tian friend, let us not say we are filled with the Spirit of God if nobody is crying out, “What shall we do to become like you, a saved soul!” saved. Let us not think for a single crying out, "What shall we do to become like you, a saved soul! You re​member the results of that great revival! Three thousand souls met the Lord.  Verse 41, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” Then what was the result of that?  These new converts "continued steadfastly." They kept on with the Lord, and for the Lord, They did not stop in the revival.  The revival continued. These people continued to listen to the Word of God, to study the Word, and hear their preachers. So we read, "they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine." They continued in fellowship one with another. They didn't go to worldly places. They stayed with one another in prayer and that is what we need today. 

It is said of the early Methodists that they prayed so much that when one of our great preachers said, "Who are the Methodists?" and the reply was given, "Why they are the people who pray all the time," he said, "Show them to me, I want to be with a group of people like that!"  They continued in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. And the result was that" fear came upon every soul," that is, the souls of the unsaved, and wonders and signs were done by God's preachers in those days. All the believers had all things in common and were happy in the Lord and were "praising God, and having favor with all the people." Oh, there are so many churches who have no favor with our people. And when a few get on fire for God and invite the unsaved, they can't get them out for the churches have no favor with the people. But here is a church in favor with the people and in a continual revival, for "the Lord was adding to the church daily such as should be saved." That is the literal word. Oh, beloved, this is the picture of an ideal church! On fire for God! In a constant revival; Not a revival for eight or ten days or two weeks, or three weeks, or even a month, but continual revival. That is what God wants. 

That verse 47 should be the continual condition of every one of our churches. Those of us who are believers should be among those, with the Lord adding daily such as should be saved.  Let us not think for a single moment that the present, cold, worldly, indifferent church is the will of God.  That is a lie. It is a lie propagated by the Devil, and it lulls the church to sleep in worldliness, insecurity and in sin. Lest someone should say, "Oh, that was the day of Pentecost two thousand years ago," I say, Let us not forget that we are living in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. He is still here. He is the One that brought that to pass in a church that got right with Him, and He'll do it also today, wherever a group of believers will get right, claim Him, and go out and act in the power of the Holy Ghost. Instead of Pentecost being the abnormal condition of the church, it should be the normal condition of the church. Spirit‑filled, aflame with the Evangel of God! In fellowship one with another, and the presence of God so real that cities are shaken, and souls are snatched out of the flames of an eternal Hell! The Holy Spirit is still here! The trouble, my friends, is not with God; the trouble is with us. Sin and Worldliness and indifference and coldness has swept over our souls, and we need to take hold of ourselves violently and call upon the Name of the Lord, till God visits us again with great revival. He'll do it!

Revival Under Peter and John

We read in Acts, the third chapter, of a great revival under Peter and John, "Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour and a certain man, lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms." This man asked alms of Peter and John and Peter raised him from his lameness and he was completely healed. We read that "he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God." What was the result? "And all the people saw him walking and praising God: and they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and .they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John. (There is a very tender word, "He would not let them go." They had healed him. He had been lame all his life. Now he did not want his deliverers to get away from him.) All the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.” Then Peter had an audience to whom to preach the Word of God! There was a great revival and great blessing and souls were saved. He called on the people to repent, be converted, that their sins might be blotted out. He preached to them Jesus, and many of them were saved.

The Revival Under Philip

In Acts 8:5‑8, we read of a great re​vival under God's evangelist, Philip, a man that He raised up. We read that Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them, and the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake. When God sends forth a messenger with authority from God, the people know he is from God. The people know when

they are getting the truth. They know when the voice is directly from God. They know sincere men when they see them. They know God's man when he is raised up. So we read that they were hearing and seeing the miracles which Philip did, unclean spirits crying with loud voice, came out of many, many taken with the palsies, and many that were lame were healed, and we read that there was great JOY in that city. Oh, beloved, JOY is always the result of a great revival. Great joy comes to the human heart. There comes joy to the people who were once backslidden and cold and away from God, when they come back into touch with God. There is joy in the sinner's heart when he learns that his sins have been forgiven, and that he is saved from Hell, and becomes a child of God and goes on his way to Heaven. There is joy in the Church, and joy in the city, and the more that are con​verted, the greater the joy. This was a great revival, when the people came together to hear God's man, filled with God's Spirit, bringing God's Word. I want to call your attention to the fact that this is a post‑apostolic revival,  a revival after Pentecost. So Pentecost was not to be the only time when there was revival. Wherever the Holy Spirit is, there can be revival.

The Revival Under Peter

In Acts 10, we read about a certain man named Cornelius, of the Italian band, a devout man, one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people and prayed to God alway. To this man God sent a great vision and told him to send to Joppa for Simon, whose surname was Peter, and told him the lodging‑place, and that Peter would come and declare unto him things that he must know. So Cornelius sent for Peter. Peter came to his home, and many people were gathered together. We read, verse 33, "Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God to hear all things that are commanded of thee of God." Then we read that Peter, God's man whom He had sent, opened his mouth and began to preach. He preached the Gospel. But Peter was interrupted in his message‑--verse 44. "While Peter yet spake, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word, and they of the circumcision (that means Jewish believers) were astonished, 'as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost." Notice that when real revival comes, and the Holy Ghost really works, it is evident that it is of God. There is nothing more honoring to God than a real revival meeting. People know it is not of the flesh, not simply worked‑up, but it is God working in the midst of the people! Then we read that they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then there was blessing and great joy.

The Revival Under Paul

In Acts 19, a revival under Paul took place at Ephesus. Paul, having passed through the upper coast, came to Ephesus and finding certain disciples, he said unto them, "Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed?" And they said unto him, "We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." Then Paul preached unto them the true Gospel, they were filled with the Spirit, and baptized. Then we read, verse 9, that when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from among them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of Tyranus. And this continued for the space of two years, so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus Christ, both Jews and Greeks." Think of that!

God gave them a revival there for two years! We read in verse 13, that demons were cast out of men, and in verse 18 that many that believed came and confessed their deeds. That is real revival. In real revival, sin is exposed, sin is confessed, sin is gotten rid of, and people turn to God and to holiness. Then we read in verse 19, "Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together and burned them before all men, and counted the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.” Then we read in verse 20, "SO MIGHTILY GREW THE WORD OF GOD AND PREVAILED." There, my friends, is a two‑year‑long, and continual, Holy Ghost revival! Souls were converted, sins were confessed. People got rid of everything sinful. There were great blessing in the city of Ephesus, when God wrought through His man, by His Spirit, a great revival!

Characteristics of These New Testament Revivals

Seven characteristics of New Testament revivals:

1. A God‑sent man. This is the main characteristic in every case. A man, a man filled with the Spirit of God, a man with God's seal upon him, a man with revival fires in his bones, a man crying out against the sins of the people and bringing God's Word to bear upon the lives of the people, a man that man recognizes is a man sent from God. A flaming evangelist to turn the people to the Lord.

2. Unity, The Unity of God's People. We read that they were of one accord, in one place at Pentecost. That is a necessity for great revival.

3. Prayer. The people waited on the Lord, we read, continued in prayer until the Spirit of God came upon them and moved them out.

4. Confession and Forsaking of Sin.

They came to John confessing their sins. We read that at Paul's great revival at Ephesus they confessed their Sins.

5. The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit comes upon them and there is power in their lives. Witnessing for the Lord. These people spoke the mighty works of God for the Glory of God.

6. Souls Saved. Men were attracted to them by the multitudes and under conviction, cried out, "What shall we do?"

7. The Joy over the Presence of God among His People. We read that there was great joy in that city and there is in every city where God visits with a great revival.

8. Continuance. They didn't stop, they kept on and where there is real revival those who are really revived and have the life of God in their souls will continue in fellowship one with another and in seeking to do His blessed will, study the Word and witnessing and soul winning.

How These Meetings Came To Pass

It is interesting to study the preparation for these revivals from the human point of view. In the case of John the Baptist and his revival in Matt. 3, we read that John came preaching in the wilderness of Judea. This is sensational, to say the least.  Most of the preaching was being done in the cities, and particularly in Jerusalem, where most of the Rabbis and Scribes would be found. The usual preacher wouldn't go to the wilderness to attract the multitudes and to win them. John was a sensationalist because God is a Sensationalist.

God is always doing the sensational thing. The Gospel is calculated of God and sent of God to create great interest and great emotion and to move people's hearts unto Himself and away from the things of earth and to the things of Heaven and Eternity. God has always been a Sensationalist and God has raised up men and methods out of the ordinary in order to excite the attention of the masses and to fix their minds upon His Gospel, and then by the Word preached in the power of the Holy Spirit He has won them.

John's dress also, doubtless attracted the multitude for we read that he had his raiment of camel's hair and a leathern girdle about his loins and his food was locust and wild honey. This wild looking man certainly would attract attention and being in the wilderness and looking much like an old prophet of God in his strange garb for that day, his food, his dress, his location of preaching, his manner and all, was used of the Holy Ghost to attract Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region round about. Then they were convicted as the message of God came through the prophet of God. John also had his disciples who doubtless went before him and helped in the handling of the crowds in the attraction of his great meetings.

JESUS' METHODS

In the case of Jesus, as in Matt. 4:23‑25, His method of attracting the people was to go into the synagogue and there preach and heal all manner of sickness and diseases and when He healed sick people and cast out demons, raised up the dead, it attracted the people together and He preached the Gospel to them, using miracles not only to relieve human suffering, but to attract the multitudes to hear the Word of God. Jesus certainly substantiated the work of His servants today in using every reasonable method of getting the multitudes together to hear the Word of God. He was a Sensationalist. If a man came out on your streets of your city and healed a sick man, or cast out a demon or raised the dead, certainly the multitudes would be attracted to Him. We even read of Jesus rebuking the multitudes because they flocked together, some of them just to be fed, and they would not go on in the Word of God which they gave unto them. Jesus was a Sensationalist in that He appealed to the mind, the consciousness, the intelligence of the people, to preach the Word to them. Our blessed Lord Jesus even had his meetings set up, as it were, by His disciples. We read in Luke 10, "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before His face into every city and place, whither he himself would come." Here the Lord is sending His disciples ahead to get things ready for His coming into a certain city, setting up all the details, so the blessing of God can be upon the people as it should be. He would certainly have us today to prepare thoroughly for our revival meetings as far as human power could prepare and to depend upon Him utterly for the power and blessing.

In the Pentecostal revival, as recorded in Acts 2, the people were of one accord and were together in one place and they were in prayer and the Holy Ghost came upon them in great power. Certainly they had prepared, they had confessed all their known sins without doubt and had waited long before the Lord and were in such a spiritual condition in their own hearts that the Holy Ghost could sweep upon them with great power. Certainly that's another phase of the preparation we need today, internal preparation. The other we have been reading about is external preparation, but oh, how we need this, the preparation of heart, the confession of every known sin, the putting away of everything that would hinder, the crying to God as the Psalmist, "Search me, oh God, and know my heart, try me and know my thoughts and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Oh, beloved, this is what we need. "Look into MY heart, MY thoughts, to look and see if there is any wicked way, a way that God counts wicked, in MY inner man, MY thinking, attitude, desires, ambitions." So, today, prayer meetings long before the beginning of the revival, the set time for the revival, are necessary for the heart‑searching of God's people and the proper internal preparation for the Holy Spirit to work. 

A grieved Holy Spirit can never work where there is a wicked way in the heart and thinking of God's people. He cannot work through individuals in their hearts and thoughts. We need a revival in thinking. We need a revival in the innermost being of our hearts, a cleansing, a preparation for the incoming fullness of God. Surely, this is the sin among God's people that is hindering the Holy Ghost today. We must get right on the inside. Notice, there was a hundred and twenty of them. They had gathered together. They wanted revival! And they got it! In Acts 3, in the revival under Peter and John we read that they went up into the temple at the hour of prayer. They were wise. They went where the people were gathered together to attract them and to reach them. And there God used them and a great miracle that gathered the people together in great multitudes, with the result that many of them were saved. 

We learn from this that we ought to go where the people are gathered together and try to attract their attention to the Gospel of the Son of God. So preaching in the parks by Christians, and using all sort of means where people gather together to attract them for revival, has the sanction of the New Testament, the Word of  God.  In Acts , under Philip we read that he used miracles, the miracle‑working power God had given him to attract the people together and certainly this gives us the right to use, yea, the duty to use every means that is reasonable and clean and agreeable with the Holy Ghost to gather the people together for the Word of God. In the 10th chapter of Acts, let us notice that that revival broke out in the house of Cornelius. Peter was sent by the Spirit of God to a certain house, and there a group of people had gathered together and he brought the Word to them. We should go up and down the streets and in the homes with the Word of God. Here we have certainly the right given to us to go into the homes with the message of Christ's salvation wherever we can find welcome.

Throughout a city, and in great revivals, this ought to be done by those who are capable and who know how to win souls and are tactful, to bring the message to bear to those who are in the homes and to stir them to come out to the meetings or to have meetings right there in their home, any way to win these precious multitudes to Jesus.
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