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Romans 4:3

Friends, turn with me to the Book of Romans, chapter 4, and we are studying today a continuation of this marvelous truth of SALVATION BY FAITH, and the two Old Testament illustrations of Abraham and David, and that a man can only be written in God's Book and be saved and go to heaven by FAITH‑righteousness, and that he cannot be saved by WORK-righteousness. Abraham was saved by BELIEVING GOD and it was counted to him for righteousness. Romans 4:3. Never forget that key‑passage in the Word of God. Then again, we read that David was saved exactly the same way. David was a sinner, and of course, a sinner has no merit before God. But David acknowledged his transgressions to the Lord and the Lord forgave him. So, David and Abraham, two of the outstanding Old Testament examples of godly men, show to us that we are SAVED BY FAITH, PLUS NOTHING.

We come next to Romans 4:9 through 12, and in this passage we read that Abraham's faith--‑not circumcision‑--saved him. That means that there are no external rites that can save us. I want you to listen carefully, because it has a tremendous consequence to us in this day in which we live. There are no external rites that can save us: we are saved by faith alone. "Cometh this blessedness (this blessedness of being forgiven, sins covered, God forgetting our sins) upon the circumcision only? Or upon the uncircumcision also?"

You see, the Jewish nation was given the rite of circumcision. The Gentile nations were not given that religious rite. And so, many of the Jews believed that they alone could be blessed of God. But God's Word reminds us here, and Paul reminds us, that it isn't some external rite that saves, but FAITH ALONE. "For we say that FAITH was reckoned unto Abraham for righteousness (it was not because of circumcision that he was reckoned righteous). How was it then reckoned? When he was in circumcision or uncircumcision? Not in circumcision but in uncircumcision." Which means that God wrote Genesis 15:3, that Abraham was COUNTED RIGHTEOUS (because he believed what He said) LONG BEFORE HE WAS GIVEN THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION. So that proves that some external rite cannot save. We are saved by faith. There are people today who believe it is the external rites that they go through that SAVES them. Not at all! FAITH saves you, and the rites have

their proper place, but they are not the thing that saves. That is very clear, from this passage.

"And he received the sign of circumcision AS A SEAL of the righteousness of faith which he had, yet being uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed to them also." That means that whatever the rites, still we are SAVED BY FAITH.

"And the father of circumcision to them who are NOT OF the circumcision, but who walk in the steps of that FAITH of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised." So we learn here that Abraham's FAITH (not circumcision) saved him, because God DECLARED HIM RIGHTEOUS BEFORE He gave him the rite of circumcision. That proves that no external rites, such as baptism or church‑joining or observing the Lord's Supper or any other religious rite can SAVE. They all come LATER. No external rites can save. This settles forever that salvation is by faith alone! The reason God places FAITH FIRST in Abraham's case was that the uncircumcised of all nations might be counted as Abraham's SPIRITUAL DESCENDANTS, as well as the circumcised Jews. Remember that. Anybody can be saved, by faith, of whatever nation, and there is to be no dependence upon one's own works and religious rites.

Now in this passage we find an amazing statement, and that is that Abraham is the FATHER OF ALL BELIEVERS. Verse 11. "T h a t he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised," though they don't go through external rites and were never GIVEN any external rites. Anybody who BELIEVES can become a child of faith, saved, like father Abraham. Here he is called the father of all believers, whether Jew or Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, baptized or not baptized. Don't misunderstand me; a person who believes ought to be baptized; Abraham underwent the rite of circumcision AFTER HE BELIEVED. But all the external rites mean nothing UNTIL there has been FAITH IN THE LORD, WHO DOES THE SAVING.

Now Abraham is called in verse 11 the father of all believers. The word ABRAM, which was his original name, was changed to AbraHAm, with the insertion, of HA, the Hebrew letter, and it means literally, the father of a great multitude of all nations!

Abraham taught them to BELIEVE. Abraham has two seeds: physical seed and spiritual seed. The physical seed are the physical Jews, literal descendants of Abraham; the spiritual seed are all who have faith, no matter of what nation. Abraham is the father of ALL BELIEVERS.

Here is a wonderful statement. Verse 12 tells us we are saved if we walk in the steps of the FAITH of our father Abraham. "Who also walk in the steps of that FAITH of our father Abraham." The word STEPS here is stoichousi, from stoichein, which is a well‑known MILITARY word, meaning, "to march in file." That is a wonderful picture! To march in file, as an army! You've seen men drilling. You've seen the leader, and the rest marching right behind him, stepping in his steps, in order, and marching in file. Well, here is a picture of a multitude of SINNERS, on earth. If I had a blackboard, I'd draw down in the left hand corner the earth. The way up in the right hand corner I'd put Heaven. Then I'd put dots, indicating the footsteps of faith, leading from lost Earth to God's glorious Heaven! And on the way up, at the head of the line, I'd put Abraham and behind him, all the people of faith down through the centuries, walking in Abraham's steps toward Heaven, with the same faith he had, headed for the same place, going in the same direction. Today Abraham is in heaven, and we are walking in the steps of the same FAITH that Abraham had. All he did was BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAID, and that's all you and I have to do: just BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAYS about JESUS, that He forgives us our sins for Christ's sake, and we are saved. It's wonderful; we walk in the same steps of the faith of our father Abraham.

So here in this word STEPS, this military word, we see all the BELIEVERS, down through the centuries, MARCHING T0 GLORY, marching to Zion, and at the head of the column ABRAHAM! We step in his steps toward Glory! We are twenty-four hours nearer than we were yesterday.

That old Syrian idolater took his first steps toward the Holy City in Mesopotamia, when God first called

him, when he dwelt at Haran. He ANSWERED God. God told him about the Holy City, and Abraham said, "I want to go there." So God said, "Just follow Me, and do what I tell you from day to day, and you'll eventually dwell in the Holy City." So Abraham followed God's steps all over Palestine.  Then He walked on into Glory at death, and his steps are all over God's Heaven today. Abraham is coming again, with Christ, for we read. That Christ is coming back and ALL HIS SAINTS WITH HIM (Zechariah 14) and Abraham is certainly among the saints of the Lord. He will reign in the Millennium with Christ, for "if we suffer with Him we will reign with Him," and then he will enter into the Holy City and live with the Lord forever.

So, we follow Abraham in the FAITH WALK. We step in his footprints. They are marked out all the way to Glory. Isn't that wonderful? We are following Abraham and all those men and women of FAITH of all the centuries! WE ARE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD, ON OUR WAY TO GLORY, WALKING IN THE STEPS OF THE FAITH OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, stepping, marching, on to Zion! How I thank the Lord for that glorious truth, that wonderful picture, stoichousi, walking in the STEPS of the faith of our father Abraham.

The world is going downward to hell, following the devil, following sinners, following unbelievers to hell. There are only two roads: the broad one that leads to hell, and the narrow one that leads to life. The strait and narrow is the life of FAITH. Abraham believed God, loved God, trusted God, and followed God. The Lord said, "Follow me," and he followed. He did what God told him to do. And he has marched on into heaven, that old heathen Mespotamian! He obeyed God. And you and I can march on into heaven and glory, if we'll only do it, praise be to the name of the LORD.

God wants to bless you today, as He has never blessed you before! He will do it, if you will just walk in the steps of our father Abraham. Abraham is the father of BELIEVERS, not only of the Jewish race, but also of the SPIRITUAL SEED. For there is a physical seed and a spiritual seed, and we are among the SPIRITUAL seed of Abraham, men of FAITH, and Abraham is our father because he is the one who taught us to BELIEVE GOD. We have had faith in God and His Christ. We are MARCHING IN LINE, TO GLORY. I am in that line, praise the Lord. I'm glad I'm in that line. That's my crowd, men and women of faith in God and the Bible and Christ and the promises of the Lord. That's my crowd‑--not the crowd that's going to hell, unbelievers, with no time for God and Christ, living in sin, careless, worldly lives. That's not my crowd. My crowd is BELIEVERS! I'm with ABRAHAM'S CROWD, and we're going to spend Eternity in the Holy City, which God has promised us. And God keeps His promises to His own, as we are going to see in our next broadcast. Don't you miss it! It's one of the moat wonderful chapters in all the Bible.

Let me ask you a question. Are you classified as a man or woman of faith, by God? Have you put your trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you living for the Lord, ready to meet Him when He calls? If not, won't you go alone to the Lord right now and say, "God, be merciful to me a sinner and save me, for Jesus' sake. I want to be in that military line, marching to Glory, walking in the steps of faith, like father Abraham. I want to wind up in the same place Abraham did, in glory, and finally in the Holy City. I want to be among those who BE​LIEVE GOD and TRUST HIS SON."  God bless you. Don't forget this wonderful truth of God's Word today.
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