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I want to speak to you from the 10th chapter of  Romans, verses 9 and 10. Remember Paul was dictating this letter though an amanuensis to the church at Rome. When we come to this 10th chapter we find something of the great heart of Paul, who loved the Lord Jesus with such passion. "Brethren, my heart's desire . . . ." I stop. What is your heart's desire? He didn't say," My heart's several desires," but "My heart's desire." I have one desire, says Paul. I have one consuming passion, says Paul. I have one thing that I want above everything else, says Paul, and everything else is tributary to it. One great thing I desire above every​ thing else. It is interesting to me that a man like Paul should be thus. I've never seen anybody like the Paul of this Book, so I want to know what his heart's desire is, and, beloved, we would do well to copy this man.

"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God . . ." Whenever we have a real desire, we go to God, because He fulfills desires! ". . . my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved." His heart's desire was for the salvation for souls. His heart's desire and prayer was that others might know the Lord. He had a consuming passion for two things: to know Christ, and to make Him known. That was the impelling motive in His life. That was the thing that consumed this great man. He had a purpose. He had a passion. He had a high interest. His heart was in the salvation of souls! That was the thing Paul desired above everything else. "For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge, for they being ignorant of God's righteousness and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."

He saw men lost. Some of our friends have been out in the Pacific and have seen men dying physically. You and I can look right here in the city of Atlanta and see people dying spiritually. In battle zones people have been wounded and blasted in their physical bodies; but we see souls dropping into Hell every day. We ought to do something about it, and God have mercy on us if we don't! Paul did, and Jesus did, and all people who have ever had any real passion for souls, did something about it. NOT SUBMITTING THEMSELVES UNTO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD,” therefore they were lost. "CHRIST is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." Paul saw that these people were rejecting Christ, and without Christ there is no salvation. It doesn't make any difference whether it is a 9‑year‑old girl, a15‑year‑old boy, a 21‑year‑old young man, or an old person. Without Christ, he's lost! Unless he has Christ he must endure the penalty of the broken law--‑the wrath of God! Now Paul knew that, and that was why his heart's desire and constant prayer to God was for the SALVATION OF SOULS.

Paul goes on to describe this salvation. "For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise; Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into Heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee." What is this all‑important matter of salvation? "The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is the word of faith, (not the law but faith) which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus . . . ." Let's translate that, "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth JESUS AS LORD." That was Paul's favorite term for Jesus. Paul's favorite word wasn't "Jesus"; his favorite word was "Lord." The word kuries means "Master." He thought of Christ as his Master, and of himself as Christ's slave, glad to be obedient to the slightest desire of his great Master. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus AS YOUR MASTER, and believe in thine heart that God raised Him from the dead, THOU SHALT BE SAVED." Now if you want to know how to be saved, there it is! It's just as plain as it can be. "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness (the sentence does not stop there) and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

Let us give our particular attention to verse 9. `If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord." I want to speak to you on the great subject, "The Sin of Silence." I will divide my message: first, the sin of silence on the part of Christians; and second, the sin of silence on the part of the unsaved. 

Now this is a solemn message. I hope the Lord will alarm you as He has alarmed me with it. I hope the Lord will convict you as He has con​victed me about it. In the rush and hurry about a lot of good things for the Lord, I think I've been a little neg​ligent---I'm sure I have been--- about this business of speaking to men about their souls. I'm guilty, of the sin of silence. I try to think about it. It isn't an easy thing to speak to people day by day about Jesus. When I get up in the morning, I determine that during the day I'm going to speak to someone about Jesus. Beloved, we should not only say with D. L. Moody, "God, help me speak to one person,"  but we ought to say, "God, help me speak to every person whom I contact today about Jesus. HELP ME TO GREET THESE OPPORTUNITIES, THEY ARE PASSING SO FAST, NEVER TO BE REGAINED."

First, the sin of silence in believers. You remember that Jesus said, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not what I say?" In other words, why do you call me Master, Master, and yet you don't act like my servants? A good servant does what his Master tells him to do, but you are not doing what I tell you to do." That is what the Master is saying. Now what is the first thing the Lord tells a believer to do? "Ye shall be my Witnesses." Is that right? Is that a command of the Master? Yes. Are you witnessing for the Lord? You say, "I'm a teacher in the Sunday School." He didn't say that; He said, "Ye are my witnesses." You say, "I'm a deacon." He didn't say that. He said, "Ye are my witnesses." I believe that Sunday School teachers and deacons and preachers and singers and ushers and every believer ought to be a witness for the Lord! Amen? Amen! I wanted to hear that.

Now listen. If we say Amen, let us go out and do something about this matter of witnessing. Let me say something to you in sincerest love: the biggest sin in this church is that we are content to go around in religious work, but not witness for the Lord. "Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not what I say?" You ask the Lord, "What do you want me to do?" And the answer comes, "I want you to witness for Me." I know that there are other good works that we can do, and I am not minimizing them. But I'm telling you that the heart can grow cold, and the Master can be afar off, in the very midst of religious activities! Jesus intends that we all should win lost souls, and shame on any preacher, when he stands before the Lord, if he hasn't won some souls outside of the invitations he gives in the church service. I think it will be a shame for me if I have won some souls over the radio, yet have not gone into homes and out on the streets and led some souls to Jesus. I think it will be a shame for the Sunday School teacher to get up on Sunday mornings and teach and teach and teach, and yet never win the pupils and others to Christ! I think is would be a shame to be deacon in the church for ten or fifteen years and never win a soul to Jesus. Don't you think so? They go to the deacons' meeting, and carry on the work, (and I'm speaking in love) but the main issue is that of witnessing for the Lord! The lack of witnessing is the prevailing sin everywhere you go among Christians. You say, "It's hard in these days." That does not change the Master's command when He says, "Ye shall be my witnesses." That was the work that was near His heart, and we haven't been doing it.

"If thou shaft confess with thy mouth . ." Confession with the mouth should continue till we meet the Lord in Heaven. There should not be a time when we are guilty of the sin of silence, when we can shut our lips and say that the task is done. As long as there is one lost soul, we must witness! As long as there is a majority of souls lost, we must not neglect them. A soul is eternal.

Pre‑eminently, a believer is a witness. Jesus said to Peter, "Go and stand in the Temple and speak all the words of this life." Speak for Jesus, witness for Jesus! Be on fire for Jesus. How long has it been since you definitely set your mind to speak to someone about the Lord Jesus Christ? We should not have to ask a question like that. It ought to be: "How many opportunities did you miss yesterday?" Did you witness to most of those with whom you came in contact?

One great soul‑winner said that he resolved (and did it for fifty years) never to be in any position where he could not tactfully speak to a soul. He felt that he had missed an opportunity the Master had given him. He felt that he had sinned if the Master placed him in contact with some soul and he didn't inquire as to the condition of that soul. You know, it almost makes me angry when a mother calls me and says, "Brother Hendley, I want you to talk to my boy." And I ask," Is your boy saved?" And the reply is, "I don't know!" You DON'T KNOW? WHY DON'T YOU KNOW? What right have you to bring that child into this world and not know whether he's saved or not? I tell you right now, beloved, we'd better begin knowing about our brothers and our sisters and our loved ones and our friends. They will go to Hell and God will lay their blood at our door. He said He would! He said if we don't warn them He will require their blood at our hands. And every day opportunities are sent our way. Are we seizing them? I'll tell you what is wrong with us. We are backslidden. That's why we don't witness for the Lord. Our religious state is at a low ebb. It isn't high. Boiling hot Christians will witness for the Lord! Do you know at what degree water boils? You wives do. It takes 212 degrees to make water boil, and it takes a Spirit‑filled Christian witness for the Lord. YOU CAN'T KEEP ON WITNESSING UNLESS YOU ARE PRAYING, AND READING YOUR BIBLE, AND GETTING RID OF SIN, AND LIVING FOR THE LORD! A backslidden condition will kill your witness, cut the throat of your testimony. Some of us never have met the Lord and that is why we have never witnessed for Him, or some of us have met the Lord but backslid and are not witnessing now. Some of us used to win souls and we are not doing it anymore. Why AREN'T YOU DOING IT? Is the Master's command still "Go witness"? Yes! Are they still lost? Yes! You are not in Heaven yet. No! Why aren't you witnessing? One answer. Backslidden. BACKSLIDDEN! Once hot for God--- now cold!

Somebody else says, "Oh, but its hard!" Surely, its hard. It never has been easy. It was not easy back there for Noah to stand up and preach to a generation for 120 years with never a convert, but he did it. HE WITNESS​ED FOR HIS LORD! And the Lord wrote of him in this precious Book and called him a faithful preacher of right​eousness. Oh, what a testimony! When God calls somebody "faithful", what a testimony it is! BELOVED, I'M TRY​ING TO SHOCK US, to awaken us about this great business of witnessing for the Lord. I had it called to my at​tention so very definitely in a city in Alabama. A church there was in some​what the same condition as the circum​stances we find this church. The un​saved people are not coming out. I never did have a real audience of un​saved people in that city not even on Sunday. The preacher estimated that about 90%. of those who were unsaved came to the Lord. In fact there never was a day He didn't give us souls. Every single night He gave us souls. Over 40 accepted the Lord Jesus. But most of the unsaved are hand‑picked folks and you had to get out into the homes and get them into the church. They wouldn't just come to church; we had to go after them. And praise God, He did it, and I tell you beloved there is nothing like that witness for the Lord. We need to get out in the homes and speak to people about their souls and STIR THEM UP! They are not stirred up enough to come to church, and Jesus never told them to come anyway. He said for us to GO TO THEM, AND TO WIN THEM! And to COMPEL THEM TO COME IN, THAT "MY HOUSE MAY BE FILLED." We must go after them, go after them with burning lips, with hot hearts! We must go out with passion. We must get near enough to Jesus to have something to say when we go, and say it with a burn​ing heart so they will believe what we have to say. A Christian that wit​nesses for the Lord and wins souls HAS TO LIVE THE CHRISTIANS LIFE! And that is the reason why the majority of us are not soul‑winners. We are not willing to live the Christian life. We just want to get to Heaven. One man stood in this pulpit one time and said, "Well I'll be satisfied with no reward. I'll be satisfied just simply to get into Heaven," and that is contrary to the whole spirit and teaching of the New Testament. Bless your heart, if that is your attitude you will be ashamed up yonder when we meet the Lord. "I'LL TAKE CHRIST'S GREAT SALVATION, BUT I'LL EAT MY MORSEL ALONE WHILE A WORLD IS GOING TO HELL!" Never! Never! We are supposed to be witnesses for the Lord. "YE ARE MY WITNESSES!"

The sin of silence. How many of us right now will bow our heads in shame and say, "During the past week, I haven't witnessed for the Lord. During the past week I didn't go with burning heart and speak to somebody about his soul." How many of the rest of us will have to bow our heads and say, "In spite of the fact that I did speak to some, I did not speak to as many as God sent my way! I didn't take all the opportunities He sent to me. I let men pass by that I'll never meet again!" Oh, what a sad thing! How we need the witness, the personal testimony of the Lord. How we need to get these precious souls to Jesus.

I read about a young man, a soul winner (His temperature was 212 degrees!) He was boiling hot for the Lord, and that is the very phrase used in the New Testament. To keep "fervent in spirit" is to keep "boiling hot". How we need more Christians who are "boiling hot" for God! This young man saw a fellow stumbling down the street, a cripple and half drunk. The Lord said, "Speak to that man." When he started to pass by, that voice came again. "SPEAK TO THAT MAN!" He spoke to the that man and got him to kneel there on that one good leg, on the sidewalk, and people were passing by and some were mocking and some were jibing, but in two weeks time that man was cleaned up, seeking a job and on fire for God. Beloved we need a little bit of that. We need a little bit of that boldness. D. L. Moody used to pray for people, on the streets, in railway coaches, and wherever he could. He wasn't just trying to be smart, he wasn't trying to be in the open about it. SOULS ARE PERISHING! SOULS ARE GOING TO HELL! I tell you its time for us to begin witnessing for the Lord. Don't you think so? It is time for us to realize we are passing up opportunities that will never come again. I realize it, and I'm praying God will help me speak for Jesus. That is my prevailing sin. Soul winning isn't easy, but I tell you there's JOY SUPERNAL when we win souls for the Lord Jesus!

I was preaching in Alabama recently and at the close of the service, I had the biggest battle I've had in a long time. On the first Monday night I was there, the lights went out during one of the most terrible storms that had ever hit that city. Trees were uprooted in that storm. The devil was saying, while I was in the pulpit, "Stop preaching, you can't continue since the lights are out." But I said, "No devil, we will have the victory tonight," and I just went right on preaching, and when I got through it was still dark, and I said, "Is somebody lost tonight and who wants to stand up and confess Jesus as his Savior? Is there somebody here tonight who will stand up in the dark and own Him as his Lord?" And a voice came from back there on the right--‑a woman's voice trembling with emotion. She said, "Preacher, I'll take Jesus as my Savior and my Lord!" We had five precious souls that night. OH, THE DEVIL DIDN'T WANT ME TO DO IT! He said, "Stop, Jess, you're wasting your time. Dismiss the audience and let them go!" But I said, "NO, souls are going to Hell. We are going to have a soul tonight. We are in a conflict! If we win them we have got to be in earnest about it."

That was on a Monday night. ( The devil fought on Monday nights more than any other.) So the next Monday night a fire broke out in the basement, perhaps due to a cigarette match, or something like that around churches! Oh, what a shame to smoke ANYWHERE, especially in a church! Oh, how this man burned up those people about smoking. Anyway, the smoke billows began to come up and they called the fire department, and there I was standing in the pulpit trying to preach against all that excitement and the audience was just ready to stampede. The devil said, "WHY DON'T YOU DISMISS THEM AND LET 'EM GO?' YOU'RE NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING ANYWAY." I said, "No, devil, no!" So the fire department came, put out the fire and souls were saved. I LEARNED YOU HAVE TO FIGHT FOR SOULS! The reason most of us are not getting souls is that we are not fighting for them. We are not witnessing. We are not saying, "We are going to take this by force." If our boys over yonder were to have fought the Japanese like we fight for souls we wouldn't have won the war. Is that right? Say amen! That's right!

I'm trying to stir up something this morning in my own heart. Then I want to get something stirred up in the hearts of my deacons and my Sunday School teachers, and in all the church workers, and I want us ALL to get on fire for Jesus! "That's fanaticism!" I know it. Blessed fanaticism! That apostle Paul was a marvelous fanatic. He went all over the Roman Empire and revivals broke out everywhere he went. Why? He was on fire for the Lord. And all the early Christians went out witnessing for the Lord! Jesus was living in their hearts with unusual passion and unusual power, and you could see it in their faces. When they began to witness you could see they had something, and it wasn't long before others wanted it, too. Oh, beloved, why aren't we getting souls saved? All because we are "playing" at the job, that's why. "WHY call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not what I say?" What do you say, Jesus? "Go witness." What do you say, Lord? "Go witness. Ye shall be my witness." That is what He is saying this morning and that is the thing He wants us to D0.

In that same meeting, the preacher came by one afternoon late. We had a dinner engagement, and we went to this particular home and bless your heart, the biscuits got cold, and the chicken got cold and everything else got cold. There was a young woman from the North, who was a Roman Catholic, and the preacher began to deal with her, and bless your heart, we found one of the most inquisitive souls you ever saw, just "drinking it in"! A Roman Catholic! As the  preacher be​gan to unfold the truth of God to that precious soul she began to see what it was all about as we began to witness to her. As we witnessed to her we were conscious that God was in that service, and that night when we preach​ed the Gospel this woman who was rear​ed in Roman Catholicism walked down that aisle. Her hand was the first one raised, and she accepted Jesus as her Saviour and Lord. And she never in the world would have been in there If it hadn't been for that personal wit​ness, sitting down with her face‑to‑face with an open Bible and saying, "THIS IS GOD'S TRUTH! See it for your​self." And she compared this truth with the error she had been learning and she came across. That is what peo​ple need more than anything else in the world. There are multitudes who will never be reached through anything said from the pulpit. They need a per​sonal witness!

Dr. R. A. Torrey said he'd rather hear D. L. Moody preach than any other preacher he ever heard, but he said people walked out of his meetings and in 15 minutes a personal worker would lead them to Jesus. Fifteen minutes! And the great preacher couldn't get them in his service. I will tell you why. God has ordained that there will be multitudes of souls that will be won by nothing else but a personal testimony and a personal witness. How we need to do it, then, beloved. Are we doing it? Are we guilty this morning of the sin of silence? I AM! Oh, how many times I have been silent! If I were to die and meet the Lord today the thing that would burn my soul more than anything else would be the opportunities I have had, but I was trifling and playing while these precious souls were going to Hell, and I passed up these opportunities. Let me tell you about a preacher. 

There was a preacher who had trained his young people in this business of soul winning and witnessing for the Lord. He got everything fixed up. He told them how to approach them, what Scripture to use, and everything else. Then he had a revival meeting and these young people went out and came back jubilant. They had won souls to Jesus. All that time when the preacher was sending them out, the Spirit of God was saying to him, "You'd better do some of that yourself." And you know, he'd fight off that Voice of the spirit of God. He'd say, "No, I'm doing my part. I'm preaching in the pulpit now, fixing up the service and doing this external work. That ought to be acceptable." But the Spirit of God said, "You ought to be witnessing. You are sending out others to witness and you ought to be witnessing for the Lord too. You ought to be telling others about Jesus." And he passed it up, and the meeting went on and on. He had preached from the pulpit but he had done no witnessing, and his young people were just having a glorious time, going out witnessing for the Lord and doing what the Lord told them to do. 

So on the last night he was greatly condemned. He looked out over the audience and saw a young woman sitting there, and he knew that she was a stranger. The spirit of the Lord said, "You go down and speak to that girl." During the invitation he started to obey the Voice of the spirit and he got right beside her and he WALKED OFF! Still disobedient. Then that Voice again. "GO SPEAK TO THAT GIRL!" Well, he hemmed and hawed around a little bit more, and again that Voice came, "Go witness to that girl, I tell you!" And that man turned around and placed his hand gently on her shoulder and said, "Young lady, won't you go with me and accept Christ? The Saviour is calling you!" Immediately she left the seat and went down in front and accepted Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

It wasn't long after that that he left that church and went to another church. This young woman came when she learned he was going, and she was weeping. She said, "Preacher, I never did tell you about my conversion. You remember how I was saved that night?" "Yes." "Well, I was the hungriest soul you ever saw. I was on the way to a theatre that night and as I saw the throngs going into the church, a hunger came into my heart and I just followed the crowd into the church and sat down. While the sermon was going on and you were preaching about Christ, I felt that I wanted Christ, but when the invitation was given, I was rooted to my seat. I couldn't go, and I just kept saying, I wish somebody would come to me and speak to me about Jesus! I wish someone would come and go down with me. I just knew nobody would. I saw workers round about, but nobody ever came to me, but finally you came out of the pulpit and my heart began to beat fast and I said, ‘He's coming to me!’ And you came a little nearer, and a little nearer and I said, ‘He's coming now and I'll be saved tonight! I'll be saved!’ Imagine my alarm when you passed right by and my heart began to sink. Then you came back! And you said, ‘Let's go and accept Jesus as our Saviour!’ Oh, Preacher, now I'm the happiest soul in the world since I have Jesus as my Saviour and Lord!"

Yes, beloved, yes! And those are the things the Lord wants to do, not only for us preachers, but for the deacons and the teachers and every Christian and everyone of us. Everyone of us! Are we guilty? And I'm talking in love this morning. Please believe me. I love you ALL. I'm not ridiculing my deacons. God forbid. I brag on them everywhere I go. I'm not ridiculing my teachers. I'm not ridiculing you person​al workers or anybody in this place. I love everyone of you. But I'm saying to you this morning; unless my vision is absolutely darkened, the biggest sin in this church is the sin of silence. It certainly is mine. How many of us are willing to open up and confess this morning that WE ARE GUILTY OF THE SIN OF SILENCE? How many of us are willing to do it? How many of us are willing to do it! Let every head be bowed and every eye closed.  The Master stands this morning and He says to you and to me, "YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESS." "When, Lord, next week?" "NO‑TODAY!" "When Lord, a year from now? Or at such and such a time? Some time I'm going to become a witness." God says, "NOW." These boys and girls thinking about the mission fields say, "When I get out of school, I'll witness in Africa." No. Not unless you witness today, in Atlanta. God wants you to witness here, today. OH, THE SIN OF SILENCE! THE SIN OF SILENCE! How many times God said, "Speak," and I didn't do it! How many times I've had souls flung in my path and perhaps they have gone on down to Hell, and God says, "Jess, I gave you an opportunity to witness and you had your mouth shut and I couldn't pry it open. You had my Gospel and you wouldn't do anything about it." OH, THE SIN OF SILENCE!

Let's be honest, folks. Listen, do you know when God is going to set this place "on fire?" When WE ourselves get set on fire! Individually! The man in the pulpit is not going to do it. I've found that out a long time ago. I've been straining and tugging and straining and tugging, but that is not going to set this church on fire. This church is going to be set on fire when each one of us takes God's Word to heart and get on fire ourselves. I'm praying this morning, Lord kindle a fire in my heart THAT WILL MAKE ME WITNESS EVERYWHERE I G0, MORNING, NOON AND NIGHT FOR JESUS. Oh, you say, that's fanaticism. Blessed Fanaticism! That is what made the early church.

Our Father, we bow before thee now this morning with confession of sin. Some of us haven't gotten drunk, Lord, but we haven't won anybody to Jesus. Some of us wouldn't go to a moving picture show and yet, Lord, we are not witnessing for You. Lord, here are men and women dying and we don't seem to be concerned. Lord save us from being used to being around dying men without concern! Save us! Save us from the sin of silence. Set me on fire this morning, Lord! Oh, is there any joy like witnessing and seeing a soul born to God? Is there any joy like seeing someone take your hand with tears rolling down their cheeks and saying, "I've been waiting for this 30 years. I wanted to be saved and now through your lips has come the message of salvation to my heart." Oh, that is Heavenly Manna. Help us, Lord, to be true to thee as our Master, for we have confessed thee with our mouth and believed on thee in our hearts, and Lord, we are not going to stop with one confession. We are going to tell it wherever we go, that Jesus is the Saviour, and point men out of death and despair, unto the glorious Gospel of salvation and peace and joy and life eternal. In His Name."
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