BE YE STEADFAST

Jesse M. Hendley

Luke 9:62

Steadfastness! That is a good word. Let us turn to Luke 9:62. These are the words of Jesus. I'd rather know what JESUS has to say than to know anything else in the world. Here our Lord says, "No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."

Jesus here is talking to Christians who "look back." Back to what? Back to the old life! Back to the world! Back to the life they lived before they were converted. That means they are not satisfied. There is a longing in their heart. They are not satisfied with what God has to offer them, so they look back. Beloved, the Lord warns against that. When we start out with the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to go ON with Him. We are to break completely from the old life and burn every bridge behind us, so there cannot be a retreat. To decide for Christ is a LIFE decision. NO MAN--‑it doesn't matter who he is, or what his position in life may be, or what his influence is‑--NO MAN, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Those are the words of Jesus, and He means just exactly that.

Unfit. Why? Because that man is not LETTING God have control. His heart is not with God. He is a subject outwardly, but he is not a subject inwardly to God. He does not thoroughly love God; there is some love for the world in his heart, some love for sin. He looks longingly at unbelievers and feels torn between the two lives, one for God and one for the world. And he is a miserable person, the man who halts between two opinions! You have got to MAKE YOUR CHOICE. YOU CAN'T HAVE BOTH. The Lord has made this very plain in His Word.

I wonder how many of you are "looking back" today, toward the world, toward the sin you renounced when you came to Christ. The world does have "fun,” but it is of short duration. At last it stingeth as an adder, it striketh like a serpent. SIN is always that way. Worldliness is always that way. Oh, the burning in the soul, at the end of a life lived out of the will of God. Friends, are you in that group looking back, to things that are out of the will of God? Keep your eyes fixed on the goal! On Christ! On the Father! On the Sacred Scriptures! On the service of our Lord! On the souls of men who are perishing!

Keep your eyes straight ahead! Plow a straight furrow for the Lord, and don't look back. He that looketh back is not fit for the kingdom, said Jesus Christ. You want to be in the kingdom of God, don't you? You want to be a subject of the Lord, don't you? Then friend, you'd better not look back. Keep you hands on that plow, keep your eyes on the goal, and plow a straight furrow for Him. BE STEADFAST. Be watchful. God is delighted with the person who loves Him so much they NEVER REGRET the life they gave up for Him. God is delighted with the person who never complains, but is all‑out for Him, steadfastly, contentedly doing His will.

We read of the Corinthians that they first of all gave THEMSELVES to the Lord. When we give ourselves to the Lord, we won't worry about the things behind us.

Now our Lord not only teaches STEADFASTNESS in service, but steadfastness in STAYING IN HIS WORD. John 8:31 and 32, "If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples indeed."

You say, "But weren't the disciples Christians?”

Yes, that's right.

"Well, Jesus said here, that only those who continue in His Word are Christians."

That's right.

"Well, doesn't Romans teach us that we are saved just by faith? And doesn't John's Gospel teach us that we are saved just by faith?"

Yes. But when you ARE born again, and when you HAVE faith, you will LOVE the Word of God and continue in it! And if you don't continue in it, it is proof that you do not have faith, that you are not born again, that you are not a child of God. Friend, if you can just ignore your Bible from day to day, and not read it, and study it, and love it, then you are not born again. When I was converted, God put a BOOK in my hand, a Book I didn't know anything about, and I had been in church all my life. My father was a minister.  I attended church and Sunday school and listened to preachers and Sunday school teachers, but today I couldn't tell you a single thing they said. It ran off me like water off a duck's back. I didn't retain a single SPIRITUAL truth, because "the natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God," and I was a natural man. I hadn't been born again. My spiritual ears had not been opened. I couldn't see, I couldn't hear, spiritual things. 

THEN, I WAS SAVED! OH! THEN that Old Book became precious, that Holy Word. I don't know how many Bibles I have worn out, quite a few; but I know this, that the BIBLE is the Dearest Treasure I have on earth. My mind has been in it constantly, The Word of the LIVING GOD. I cannot live without it; it is Bread to me, it is Water to me, it is a Companion to me. Oh, what the Word of God means to my own soul today. What it means to every soul that is born of God! "If ye CONTINUE in My Word, then are ye truly My disciples." This is proof of being a child of God. We can measure our life by our seeking to obey His Word. A man who has no concern for what Jesus said need not say that he knows Him; he DOESN'T know Him. To love Him is to love what He says, to meditate on His every word, the Christ of God. There is nobody in history like Him, There are no words like His Words. You have no right to claim you love Him if you do not love His Words.

Now notice Matthew 10:22. Steadfastness, or endurance, FOR CHRIST.  "Ye shall be hated of all men for My Name's sake. But he that en​dureth to the end shall be saved."  You say, "I don't know anyone who hates me because I am a Christian."  Friend, are you LIVING like a Chris​tian? "Woe be unto you when all men speak well of you." The false pro​phets were well‑though of. But the real prophets of God were HATED.

Jesus was hated. The early Christians were hated. Make up your mind to it that real Christians are hated by the world. Jesus said it and it is so.  A real Christian will be hated FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE. Real Christians will love you; but unsaved men will hate you. Your life cuts across the grain of their lives. Your life con​demns their life. You are godly; they

are ungodly. You are living a life of purity; they are living a life of im​purity. Your speech is clean; their speech is foul. Your thinking is clean; their thinking is foul. You are a pil​grim in this world. We are strangers and pilgrims here, for our real Home is Over There. The world hated Christ and they will hate His Disciples. 

BUT, "He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved." What about the man who does not endure? It means he has not been saved. The saved will endure. We will endure to the end. We will endure persecutions and slander and maligning, every thing that is evil and hurts. We will keep on for Jesus. We will not be ashamed of our Lord. The martyrs of old DIED, were burned at the stake, were eaten by lions, were made the joys of a Roman holiday with their blood spilled in the amphitheater, RATHER THAN TURN BACK! They chose rather to be true to Jesus Christ, singing songs of praises to Him, than to join the howling mob of the ungodly.

All around we see professing Christians entering into the worldly life. "He that endureth unto the end shall be saved." If you are saved, you will endure persecution and hatred from the godless crowd. If you are not living a godly life, don't expect to go to live with God when you die. If you live for the devil, you will be lost eternally.

Jesus says, "Behold." That means, "STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN." "Behold, a sower went forth to sow, and some seed fell by the wayside, and the fowls of the air came and devoured them. Some seed fell upon stony places that had not much earth and forthwith sprung up because they had no deepness of earth. When the sun was up they were scorched and because they had no root they withered away. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprung up and choked them. Others fell into good ground and brought forth fruit, some a hundred fold, some sixty fold, some thirty fold."

Hear ye, therefore, the parable of the sower. When anyone heareth the word of the kingdom (this word I am giving out today) and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth away that which was sown. (Today as I am preaching, the Word is being sown in hearts, but the devil comes and catches it away.)

Then we are told that he that receiveth the seed in a stony place is he that heareth the Word and anon with joy receiveth it but endureth only for a while! How many of you are in that condition? You didn't have any root. With joy you heard and received the Gospel, but you didn't endure. He that endureth to the end shall be saved. When tribulation or persecution arises because of the Word, by and by he is caused to stumble.

He that received seed among the thorns is he that hears and receives the Word but the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word.

But he that received seed into good ground is he that hears and receives the Word, understands it, and bears fruit some a hundred‑fold, some sixty‑fold and some thirty‑fold.

He that hath ears to hear let him hear. One class: lost, no fruit. Another class: saved, bringing forth fruit, a hundred‑fold, sixty‑fold, and thirty‑fold. IS YOUR LIFE BRINGING FORTH FRUIT UNTO GOD? Are you enduring? Are you steadfast? Is your hand still to the plow? Are you continuing in the Word of Christ?

If not, just now COME TO GOD before you find yourself LOST FOREVER. Will you do it?
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