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Isaiah 6:1-7

You know, it is a wonderful thing to work for the LORD. In Isaiah the sixth chapter we have the record of Isaiah's experience with the Lord. One of the wonderful things in studying the Bible is to see how individual men met the Lord and just what they went through when they met Him! It is wonderful--‑it is encouraging! It teaches us that we, too, may, walk with God, even as they walked with God.

In Isaiah 6, we have Isaiah's experience with the Lord. We don't hear much about "experience" anymore. Back in the old days, men and women had what they called "Experience Meetings" in which they would get up and tell what God had done for their souls. We don't hear that often today. We've gotten cold and formal. I'm wondering, friends, if part of it isn't because we aren't HAVING experiences with God. How long has it been since you really reached out and "touched the hem of the Lord's garment"? How long has it been since your own soul was quenched with the Living Water of the Word of God? How long since it has been since you had an experience with the Lord in which you knew that He touched you, and you touched Him, and God blessed your heart, and you rejoiced in the Lord? I tell you, friends, what we need today is the BAPTISM OF FIRE. Isaiah had it! And it made a difference!

Definite Time

There was a definite time in Isaiah's life when he met God and knew it. He gives his own testimony here in verse 1. "In the year that King Usziah died, I saw also the Lord." Isaiah would never forget the year that King Uzziah died! Not because of King Uzziah, or his death, or funeral, nor because the entire city was in mourning and all the nation was concerned over the death of their monarch--‑not at all. Isaiah remembered that year because it was the year that HE MET THE LORD. He didn't say anything about a certain day. He didn't say any certain hour or minute or second. He does say there was a certain YEAR in his life when he saw the Lord, in an experience he had never had before, a great feat, a tremendous wonderful experience.

Can you say that? Can you say that there was a year when you definitely met the Lord? Maybe you don't know the hour and the place, but you do know that there was a time when GOD became real to your soul. It is so with everyone who really seeks the Lord with all his heart, because God says, "You shall find me when you search for me with all your heart."

Oh, it is so important that we search with all our hearts, UNTIL WE FIND Him. We ought not to have someone else to "reassure" us. We ought not to have some preacher in the pulpit or some friend to tell us, "Well, I know you are a Christian." We ought

to know OURSELVES, in the depths of our OWN SOUL---whether they believe it or not---that we have met the Lord! We ought to know that there was a golden time in our lives when we sought the Lord! It is important that we know that we have met Him. I am not referring to any PARTICULAR time, though most people do know the specific time when they met the Lord. But some people do not, and they know they love the Lord. I've met some Godly people---some of the choicest saints of the Lord---who cannot tell you a time or place, and there was no tremendous "experience" that took place; but they know that they met the Lord! He has transformed their lives and they LOVE HIM. If not, friends, make TODAY the day you trust Him. Make THIS DAY the time and place when you meet the Lord, because it is the most important part of a man's life. It is the beginning of Life, a complete revolution, and a right‑about‑face. In Isaiah's experience, there WAS a definite TIME when he met God, when God burst through upon his consciousness. He---MET---the---LORD!

Definite Place

With Isaiah, there was a definite PLACE. He says, "I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the Temple." So Isaiah was evidently in the Temple, when he saw the Lord. That is a wonderful thing. It could mean that he saw the Lord in a Vision of the Temple, in Glory, but I believe it means he saw Him down here, in the earthly Temple. How many people, friends, have met the Lord in the House of the Lord! How many have met Him by their radios as they sat there listening to the Word of God? How many have met Him under a Gospel tent as some evangelist poured out his soul, preaching to them the Gospel of Christ? How many by reading a Gospel tract that explained the Way of Salvation, the Way to escape Hell and go to heaven? How many have been saved in their homes, as they knelt with their parents who told them of the Redeemer and the way to be saved, and they put their trust in Him while still in childhood? Friends, the important thing is that there IS such a place and time in your life. Do you know that you have met HIM? Maybe you cannot refer to a particular place, or a particular time, to meet Him; but in your own consciousness, to your own satisfaction, you

know that you HAVE met Him. Would you be willing to go to your death‑bed tonight with the knowledge you have

that YOU HAVE MET the Lord Jesus Christ? Would you be willing to venture out into Eternity AS YOU ARE? Would you be willing to risk it all upon your experience with the Lord Jesus Christ?

Listen, friend, this business of "knowing the Lord" is a TREMENDOUS THING, and I tell you (and Isaiah and other men of God, tell you) that there is an experience for the child of God, in which you know that you have met the Lord. No "staggering"---Isaiah didn't say he "hoped so" or that he was "trying.” He said, "I SAW THE LORD." There was no question about it, and he has been telling it down through the centuries, that people may KNOW. It's a wonderful thing to be able to say, and if you can't say that now, God grant that you'll not rest till you have sought God with all your heart on bended knee yonder in a holy, quiet place, and you can rise from your knees and say, "I also have seen the Lord. Like Isaiah, I know now that it is a definite experience."

Life Changed

Thirdly, the experience was so real that it absolutely changed the course of his life. Isaiah was never again the same! It was real, it was vital, and it was life‑changing! From that time, Isaiah could not be the same. You know why people live like they do? Because they have never met the Lord. You know why men fail to pray and read the Bible? They have never met the Lord. If you once meet Him, you'll pray and read the Bible! You know why people neglect the House of the Lord? They have never met the Lord. You know why men live in sin? They have never seen the Lord. When you see the LORD these things will become vital to you. They will change your life completely and you cannot help being changed once you have seen Him.

Abiding Results

Not only did Isaiah have a definite time and place, and the experience was so real that it changed his life, but we read also that the experience was 

ABIDING. He describes it in detail probably years after the experience. He is writing here after he heard the divine call. A period of time elapsed between the time of his experience and the time he wrote this testimony, yet the experience remained as vivid as though it had happened the day before. And, friends, so it is. Some of us have been saved many years, but it is just as fresh and precious today as it was the day we were converted. The experience is ABIDING.

The Vision

Isaiah says, "I saw the Lord sitting upon a Throne." But who can describe GOD? All through this Bible, men's words fail; they do not HAVE words to describe GOD! How can you describe GOD! How can you describe HEAVEN in EARTHLY language? It would demand heavenly language! It would demand the tongue of angels!

He was "high and lifted up." Isaiah saw God in His exalted position. The Throne was high up, way above him, and Isaiah was humbled. The Lord was lifted up!

Oh, how the Lord IS lifted up, when we see Him as He is, and ourselves as we are! Humility is always the outcome of seeing God. A man will not boast about himself after he has met God; He will boast about the Lord.

"Above it stood the seraphims"---the burning ones, the shining ones.  "Each one had six wings. With two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly. And one cried unto the other and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.---The whole earth is full of His glory.-‑‑And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke." That means, friends, the GLORY OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

What a vision! What a glorious experience! I don't know whether or not there were other people with Isaiah. If there were, perhaps they didn't see what Isaiah saw.

When Paul was on the Damascus road and suddenly Jesus appeared to him and he looked right up into the Face of the Son of God in glory, and the Lord spoke to him, THE OTHERS didn't see. They heard a Voice, but couldn't make anything intelligent out of it. Only Paul knew what that voice said, and only Paul saw the Vision.

So God speaks individually to the soul. One man will go to church and will meet the Lord and be saved. Another man will go to church and walk out the door unchanged, with the same old wicked heart. What is the difference? The difference, friend, is that one man saw GOD and the other didn't. One man had eyes to see and the other didn't. That's the difference. So, Isaiah's experience was abiding. When the Lord has become real in our hearts the results are ABIDING.

Humility

The next thing is that Isaiah was HUMBLED. Isaiah cried, "Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a man of unclean lips. I have dwelt in the midst of a people of unclean lips. For mine eyes have seen the KING, the LORD OF HOSTS!" The first result of seeing God is HUMILITY. He was humbled down into the dust. With a broken heart he realized his sinfulness in the presence of GOD!

Let me say to you, friends, as you listen to this broadcast today, do not be FOOLED by any religious teaching---I don't care where you get it, over the radio or in church or in magazines or from personal friends or in your own home or anywhere else. IF YOU VALUE YOUR SOUL, IF YOU FEAR HELL, IF YOU WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN, REMEMBER THIS TRUTH: UNLESS YOU HAVE DONE SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR OWN SINS, and UNLESS THERE HAS BEEN SOME HUMBLING and SEEING YOURSELF AS BAD, and UNWORTHY of Heaven and definitely WORTHY OF HELL, in the EYES OF A HOLY GOD, YOU DON'T HAVE SALVATION. Friends, when a man meets God, inevitably he has conviction of SIN!

This man was humbled. This man was convicted. This man confessed he was a man of UNCLEAN LIPS. I want to say to you that today there are many church‑members who never have been humbled! I've been the pastor of a church, and I am not speaking bitterly. I am laboring and giving my life for the churches. I work with pastors in churches. I am a pastor's evangelist. I build up the churches. I stand for the men of God. But I want to tell you that as I go around over the country seeking souls for Christ, in our churches

are many people who have joined the church but have never been humbled! Have never been convicted of SIN! Have never been CHANGED. Have never had an experience with the LORD in which their sins weighed heavily upon them, and in which they MET THE LORD in his full forgiveness. Isaiah was humbled. He knew he was a sinner, living in the midst of a people of unclean lips.

But we read that Isaiah was CLEANSED. "Then flew one of the seraphims unto me," said Isaiah, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar. And he laid it upon my mouth and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips and thy iniquity is taken away and thy sin is purged." Live coals from the ALTARS OF GOD! How we NEED THIS BAPTISM OF HOLY FIRE, to touch the place of sin in our lives, and burn it out! Every one of us has a "weak spot" in our lives, a besetting sin. Isaiah's was his TONGUE. His tongue was a mass of iniquity. Isaiah was profane. He realized his tongue revealed a rotten heart, a dirty mind, and a filthy soul. All that sin was just being vomited out through his tongue. But here is a LIVE COAL from GOD'S DIVINE ALTAR, and it TOUCHES HIS LIPS, and BURNS OUT THE PLACE OF INIQUITY, and Isaiah goes away with his sins forgiven and his iniquities pardoned. He was born again. He was now a man of God.

We must come to the close of this message now, but, oh, the baptism of fire! Have you had it? Have you met the Lord as Isaiah met the Lord? Has the fire from off the altar burned out the sore of iniquity in your soul? That running abscess in your soul? Are you, clean in the eyes of God? Do you now know that your iniquity has been cleansed and forgiven? If not, I beg you, SEEK THE LORD NOW, ON YOUR KNEES, AND LET NOT THIS DAY PASS without SEEING THE LORD and BEING SAVED. God help you to do it! Will you do it?
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