BACKSLIDER---SAMSON
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Judges Chapter 13,14,15 & 16

As we study the men who walked with God and yet backslid, we look now at the life of Samson. A backslider is one who has walked with God, has had communion with Him, has had His blessing upon his life, but then drifts and lets sin come in to separate him from communion with God. Someone has said that every sin you commit, after your conversion, will mean that much less glory in Heaven! I think that's right, friends. God has some solemn warnings about backsliding in His Holy Book.

Now in the Book of Judges, we read that Samson was a Nazarite from his mother's womb. He was filled with the Spirit of God. He did many mighty works for the Lord. But then he began to drift and was brought to destruction. This is a warning to us today.

Samson had a marvelous birth. You remember that God sent an angel to his mother (it was the Lord Himself) and said to her, “Drink no wine nor strong drink, for thou shalt conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head. The child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb. He shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” Then, you remember, they asked the angel for his name, and he said, Wherefore askest thou after my name, saying, It is wonderful?” The angel of the Lord appeared and said that Samson was to be a Nazarite from the womb, and that there should be no strong drink. See what God has to say about strong drink. God never condemns sin just to be condemning sin; He does so because it will hurt you. God is trying to keep man from hurting himself. Remember that.

Now in chapter 13 and verse 24, we read that the child was born and was called Samson, that he grew, and that the Lord blessed him, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him from the beginning. It is wonderful to be controlled by God! It is wonderful to have the Spirit‑filled, Spirit‑led life. We read in the Book of Romans that as many as are led of the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. I am asking you now: Are you being led of the Blessed Spirit of God?

Now, we come to the sin of Samson. Samson had a tremendous fall, He died in the camp of the enemy. He pulled the house down over the heads of his enemies and destroyed himself, too, in an awful judgment. The Bible gives us the REASON for Samson's destruction. You know, with Noah's downfall, the cause was LIQUOR. An awful picture of a man of God! We learn also that LOT'S downfall was in connection with liquor. Oh, how low people can. fall when they get away from

God! Backsliding!

But when we come to Samson, it wasn't wine and strong drink. It was a sin that has caused many to fall. There were three WOMEN in the life of Samson who led to his downfall. The first was his wife. Samson went down to Timrah and saw a woman of the Philistines. He told his mother and father about her and said he wanted her for his wife. A Philistine woman: HE MARRIED OUTSIDE OF THE WILL OF GOD.

Friends, I've got to pause here. Not long ago, a girl that my wife taught in Sunday School years ago called and weepingly told her she was about to marry a man who is a drunkard. This girl said, “I know I am doing wrong! I ought not to do it.” Oh, my heart ached over that girl. God says that we are not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers. No Christian girl has any right to marry an unsaved man. If she does, she can expect nothing but AGONY. And any girl who marries a DRUNKARD--‑well, I wish she could know of the some of the experiences I have had, of the phone calls from broken-hearted wives who have drunken husbands! Well, there is the case of a girl who knows better. She has been taught the right way all her life. She has listened to the Bible being taught. She has had it. Yet she has deliberately permitted herself to fall in love with a man who is a drunkard. May God have mercy. She needs prayer. But can we pray when she is deliberately disobeying God?

A great preacher told about a girl who came to him and said, “What do you think I ought to do about this?” The preacher said, "It isn't what I think; it's what God SAYS. Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” The girl went right ahead, and later she regretted it. God's way is best.

Now Samson knew better than to marry a Philistine woman. But he went ahead anyhow! The Lord put up with it. But Samson was already headed downhill.

Samson had some wonderful experiences. He destroyed a lion, because he had the strength of the Lord to do it. He did it without any weapon in his hand. Samson could tame and destroy a lion, but he couldn't tame and destroy his own passions. And there are a lot of people just like that today. Their own passions lead them into sin and destruction.

The enemies of Samson said to his wife, “Entice thy husband, and declare unto us the riddle.” They wanted to know the secret of his power. Notice that word “entice.”

In Judges 14:19 we read that the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon Samson and had another victorious experience. But Samson's wife was given to his companion whom he had used as his friend. Here was a man who could not stand adversity. He went with the worldly crowd and disobeyed God. Then he sulked and gave himself to deeper sin.

Still the Spirit of God pled with Samson. In 15:14 we read of another experience of great strength, when the cords that were upon his arms became as flax burnt with fire, and he took the jawbone of an ass and slew a thousand men. Again the Lord delivered him. The ungodly, his old friends, betrayed him. The ungodly always will.

In chapter 16:1 we read of the second woman in Samson's life. Not his wife, but a harlot. All through the Book God warns about the awful sin of fornication and adultery. It's going on today. Awful words! Terrible words! Yet men today use light phrases about it, thinking they will get by. But they are NOT getting by. Everybody doing it is going to HELL. You can't live in sin and go to God's heaven. The story here tells of his lost character as a Nazarite.

Then we read of the third woman in verse 4. Her name was Delilah. The leaders of the Philistines came to her and said, "Entice Samson. See wherein his great strength lieth." So Delilah said to him, Tell me, I pray thee, where in thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee." Then Samson told her a lie. He said he would be as weak as any other man if he were to be bound with seven green withes that were never dried.” They tried that, but Samson broke the bonds. Three different times Samson lied to her, and finally Delilah

succeeded in learning the truth from him. Samson? Giving in to an unclean woman, telling her all his heart? A man of God, asleep on the knees of such a woman? Oh, what an awful awakening it must be for a professing Christian to realize that he has forsaken goodness, and purity, and holiness! You know, all through the Bible I read of the beauty of holiness. People have ways of fixing themselves up, of painting their faces and trying to look beautiful, but it is only temporary. They cannot mark the lines of sin out of their SOUL! Real beauty is seen in the pure, sweet face of a woman who has walked with God and has the peace and calm and beauty in her soul that only the Lord can give.  It must be wonderful to know the beauty of holiness, and it must be awful to come to the end of life and face GOD and ETERNITY without holiness, with a defiled mind, with a corrupted soul, with a filthy body! But MULTITUDES today are going to enter eternity that way.

Samson finally told Delilah the reason for his great strength, then fell asleep. When he awoke, he got up and went out as other times. Perhaps he was the same, outwardly; but he was not the same inwardly. He knew not that THE LORD HAD DEPARTED FROM HIM. When did the Lord leave Him? Back there when he went down to Gaza, back there when he defiled his soul. Friends, it is possible to drift so far from God that you don't know HE ISN'T THERE. There are people in churches today who are living in secret sins, with their minds and hearts defiled, yet they think they are all right.

So the Lord left Samson. The Philistines laid hold on him and put out his eyes and bound him with fetters of brass and made him grind in the prison-house like a beast of burden. SIN ALWAYS MAKES MAN LIKE A BEAST.

But thank God, there is a way back! SAMSON CALLED ON THE LORD. There he was, blind, and bound, and grinding in the prison. He said to the Lord, “Let me die with the Philistines,” and he put forth his greatest strength and the house fell upon all the people that were therein.

Samson was overcome by his own passions, by three women in his life, by not yielding to God. HE CHOSE NOT GOD!

I know it--‑everybody knows it--‑that the world is giving itself over to sin and destruction and lust and going the broad way to Hell. But THERE ARE SOME who have not given themselves over to the devil! There are a few godly people left, and God says, “They shall walk with Me in WHITE.” I'd rather walk with God, wouldn't you? There are some who have not defiled their garments! There are some who want to live for the Lord and love His Word and walk with Him. And eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, the things that God has prepared for them that love Him.

Friends, if you are not walking with Him, there is a way back. You can have every sin washed away. You can confess them all to Him in the Name of your Saviour, Jesus Christ, and He will forgive you, for His sake. You can start today to live for Him and the Christian life.

“Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out.”

“Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”

“The Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from ALL SIN.”

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
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