ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?

Jesse M. Hendley

Acts 11:26

I want to speak to you in these moments on the word "Christian." Are you a Christian? Am I a Christian? Let's look into the Word of God and see.

Today the word Christian (most people's idea about it, if they haven't gone into the Word of God on this matter) will be the current interpreta​tion of Christian. If we are around the church, we will have the church inter​pretation of it as we simply go from day to day talking about the word Christian. Or if we are in a home where there are Christians that will color our interpretation of the word Christian. And then, some people have their own ideas about what a Christian is, wholly apart from what God says.

Now the Word of God is the only authority on this word CHRISTIAN! What IS a Christian? We say that we are "Christians." What is that word? Let's look at it for a moment in Acts 11:26. "The disciples were called Chris​tians first in Antioch." That was the first time these followers of Christ were labeled "Christians." Originally they were called "People of the Way," because Jesus said, "I am the Way." They were called by Jesus himself, "Disciples," which means learners or pupils or scholars; He taught them and they listened to what He had to say, and they sought to LIVE the life He taught them to live.

So a Christian was a disciple because he tried to live as Jesus TAUGHT Him to live. Then at Antioch they were first called "Christians" because people heard this name of "CHRIST" on their lips all the time! They LOVED Christ! They TALKED about Christ! Christ was the center of their lives, and Christ was the circumference of their lives. Christ was their VERY life! They wit​nessed for Christ. Everything had to do with "CHRIST.” They bore the name, therefore, "Christians" because of their connection with Jesus Christ.

Now again in Acts, chapter 26, verse 28, "Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest ME to be a Chris​tian!" There Agrippa tacked on to Paul the name "Christian.” Paul WAS a Christian! CHRIST was the center of his life, and everybody KNEW that Paul was a Christian because of his CONNECTION with Jesus Christ. That was why he was called a Christian. In the Roman Empire there was a group of people always talking about Christ. They didn't talk about the heathen gods. They didn't indulge in heathen sin. They were a peculiar people. They were different from the people around them, they were devoted to Jesus Christ, and so they went by the name CHRISTIAN.

In James, chapter 2, verse 7, we read, "That WORTHY NAME by which ye are called." That Worthy Name! When I read that I looked at my own life for a moment, and I thought how many times I have been unworthy of that Name! You know, if we bear the name of Christian, there are some places we ought not to go. There are some things we ought not to do. There is a way that we ought not to dress. There are some books that we ought not to read. There are things that we won't think and say and do, if we are called by that Worthy Name of Christ! A Christian is one who is in intimate relationship with JESUS CHRIST. That's what it means to be a Christian. And what a terrible thing it is that we should many times drag down that Blessed Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet, haven't all of us done that very thing? That Worthy Name by which we are called! Someone has said, "Some Christians make the WORLD very contented and happy by the way they live." But you show me a REAL Christian life in the midst of the world, and that will be a challenge. That will be a source of irritation a source of discomfort until that person gets right with God. Any unsaved person will be unhappy in the presence of a real child of God, a real CHRISTIAN, who in some measure loves his Christ and is living the life that Jesus Christ tells him to live. That Worthy Name by which ye are called! Oh, today, Chris​tian, remember that you are called by the name Christian. If you take away the IAN you have the Word "CHRIST." It is your CONNECTION WITH CHRIST that gives you that name.

Then again, First Peter 4:16. "If any man suffer AS A CHRISTIAN, let him not be ashamed, but let him GLOR​IFY God on this behalf." If you are suffering because you are a Christian; if the sufferings you have are because you bear the Name of Christ; if you suffer because of your relationship with Jesus and because in some real measure you are living out the life of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, be​cause of your connection with Him and your testimony for Him, then God's Word says not to be ashamed BUT THANK GOD FOR IT that you are COUNTED WORTHY to suffer be​cause of that wonderful Name of Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ, Whose Name is above every name!

It is a wonderful thing to bear the name Christian. In the early church they counted it a JOY to bear that Name. They sought to LIVE WORTHY of that Name by which they were called. But today the name of Christian is bandied about. People living in the vilest kind of sins, living worldly lives, lives of unbelief, are calling themselves by the name Christian. They will be ashamed when they meet the Lord!

Now let's notice for a moment some​thing else about Christians and what the LORD has to say about Christians.

First of all, a Christian is a SEED-BEARER. Jesus said, "A sower went forth to sow." He Himself was the Great Seed-bearer, sowing the Word of God as He taught the Word of God to the people there in the Holy Land. And down through the years since, people who have been called by His Name have been "sowers," sowing the Seed of His Blessed Word. Are YOU that kind of Christian? Jesus called you to be a Seed-sower, to sow the Seed of His Word among the peoples of earth that He might gather in a great harvest un​to His Name. He counts on YOU to sow the Seed of the Word of God. He said, "Father, I have given them Thy Word." He has given the Word to us that we might pass it on to others. A Christian is a Seed-sower. He is in this world to sow the seed of the Word of God and make people to know what the Word of God is and the blessedness of God and what God is like, particularly His great salvation offered to the unsaved.

Then, a Christian is called A LIGHT. "Ye are the light of the world." God's Word says (contradictory to men) that this world is a dark place. It is dark in evil. It is dark in hatred. It is dark in war. It is dark in animosity. It is dark in sin. It is dark in corruption. But a child of God, "having ESCAPED corruption" through the blessed Lord Jesus and His Blood, and being born of the Spirit of God, his life having been and made in some measure like Christ's, is to be a LIGHT to this world! That is a very solemn thing. We had better search our hearts and see. Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world," and then He went back to heaven. And now WE are the light of the world. Well, if this world is looking to MY life for illumination, for the knowledge of God, to find "the way," then God have mercy on me if my life isn't what it ought to be, if I'm not letting my light shine before men that they may glorify my Father which is in heaven and come to know this Christ as THEIR Christ and become a true Christian! A true Christian is A LIGHT in this dark world, pointing men and women and boys and girls the way home to God and to safety and eternal life.

Then, a Christian is called SALT. "Ye are the salt of the earth." Salt is a hindrance to corruption. Christians are a hindrance to sin! A Christian life is the greatest hindrance to sin that there is! Sin withers in the presence of a child of God. I have heard men apologize in the presence of a real Christian, when they would let go an oath or tell something dirty or unclean. They would apologize because they knew that that man was a real Chris​tian. He bore the Name of Christ! And they realized that the dirty word or that dirty story or that ugly oath or that temper or that sin had no place IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST, and this man is CONNECTED with Christ! They don't respect him, for himself, but for the Name, the Worthy Name that he BEARS, the Name of the Lord Jesus! So Jesus says, "Ye are THE SALT of the earth." Ye are the hind​rance to the coming in of SIN to corrupt the earth. One of the strangest things of all history will be revealed in Eternity, and that is this: that the WORLD has PERSECUTED Christians. People who are unsaved have persecuted CHRISTIANS, who are the only people who have held back the tidal wave of CORRUPTION from sweeping over the earth and the judgments of God breaking upon the heads of un​saved, rebellious people!

Christians are SALT, a hindrance to SIN. Let's search our hearts and lives today:---Last week was my life a hindrance to sin? Last week did I speak and say and think and do things that were a hindrance to sin? Did I in any way, through my energy or testimony or speech, AID sin? SIN ​that which Jesus gave His life for? That which God hates? That which wrecks the human race and destroys the lives of men and women and boys and girls? Or am I indeed truly SALT, helping to hinder the onrush of the tidal wave of sin?

And then, a Christian is a WITNESS FOR CHRIST, his LORD! He is one who not only knows Christ in his heart, but he TALKS for his Lord! He talks to others about his Lord. He tells others what a wonderful Saviour he has and how this Saviour died for THEM, and he wants THEM to know Him, too. A Christian is a WITNESS for the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, the wonderful privilege of TALKING for HIM, to those whom we meet. I saw some young boys and young girls (not too young, either) come to Jesus last night. And you know, as they walked out that door I thought, "What a thrill it is to have a part in their CONVERSION TO CHRIST, just a little part!" Just think, the DEVIL WANTS THOSE LIVES, and there are lives out in the world that the devil WILL GET! Little boys and little girls, raised in Christless homes, raised in Christless communi​ties„ raised in Christless atmospheres, no Christ around---the devil will get their souls. He will get their MINDS. What a tragic thing! What a wonderful thing to be a witness FOR CHRIST.

And then, a Christian is a DEPOSI​TORY OF THE FAITH. We read in the Book of Jude THE FAITH was once and for all COMMITTED INTO THE HANDS OF THE SAINTS. That means into CHRISTIAN hands! The Lord passed on the Torch to the Apos​tles, and they passed it on to the early Christians, and they passed it on to Christ-ians of their generation, and they passed it on to the next generation, and it has been handed down TO ME---the proclamation of THE FAITH, the carrying on of the WITNESS for the LORD JESUS Christ! We are a depository of the Faith. God has put into the hands of Christians the PRI​VILEGE, and the RESPONSIBILITY ---terrific it is!---to CARRY ON HIS TESTIMONY OF SALVATION TO A LOST WORLD.

God help us to be FAITHFUL in this day!

Then finally, a Christian is a habita​tion of God in the Spirit. Where does God live? He lives IN THE HEART of a child of God. He comes in, and lives within us. "You mean MY BODY is God's HOME?" I mean just exactly that. He wants to use my mind, my ton​gue, my hands, my feet, my entire be​ing. He can do it, only if I present my BODY a living sacrifice, wholly and acceptable unto HIM---which is my reasonable service.

Today may God help us to rededicate our lives to Him, and to live today, as Christ wants us to live!
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