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Jeremiah 33:3

My text is Jeremiah 33:3 and my subject is "God Answers Prayer.”  If anything burns its way into your heart and soul it should be these precious words.  God says, "Call unto me and I will answer thee.”  That is a great statement.  God promises to ANSWER prayer.  God says, " If you will pray, I will answer you.”  God says, "If you'll ask me, I'll do something for you," according to our text.  R. A. Torrey used to speak on "Why I know there is a God.”  He said that one-day during the great World's Fair in the days of D. L. Moody they were gathered together at the breakfast table, carrying on the immense work of God.  Oh, the expenditure of money was ter​rific.  They were in debt $6,000.00, Moody gathered them together and said, "Brethren before we say another word let's ask God for the needed $6,000.00."  With that little, simple, childlike faith, D. L. Moody bowed his head and asked his Father to send him $6,000.00.  Well, they went on with their meal, discussing a great revival and things that would take place that day.  All of a sudden there was a knock at the door and a friend came in and handed Mr. Moody a check for $6,000.00.  There was a note appended from some friends, and they said they had a strange feeling that he was in need and so they took an offering for him and there was the check for $6,000.00, just exactly that.

People will say, "Oh, those things just happen.”  No, they don't just happen.  Torrey used to say, "If you walked up to a wall and said, ‘I want some beefsteak and potatoes and some pie,’ and you got it, and then the next day you came back to that wall and said, ‘I want some turkey now, and cranberry sauce,’ and the next day you came back and asked for something else, and everyday you got just exactly what you asked for, you'd finally believe that though you didn't see anybody, there was an intelligent person back there who was not only able but willing to give. “  Now,” he said, "That's why I know there is a God.  I have put Him to the test.”  Torrey was once an atheist, an infidel.  But he came to the place where he said he was going to put the God of the Bible to a test.  "The God of the Bible says He will answer prayer and I'm going to put Him to the test.  I'm going to find out whether there is really a God or not," said R. A. Torrey and he launched out and put everything on the basis of answered prayer.  He found out that God answers prayer.  He said, "I know without a question, without a shadow of a doubt, that there is a God.  I don't need to look at the sun, the moon and the stars.  I don't have to look at myself.  I don't have to look at arguments.  I know there is a God, because for years He has answered my prayers.  I've prayed to Him not once, but hundreds of times.  I've asked Him for not one or two things, but thousands of things.”  Oh, beloved, there's a God.  Have you proved God like that in your own life?  There's a God who answers prayer.

Now how do we know that God answers prayer?  First of all, the uniform testimony of the Christian Church down through the ages is that God answers prayer.  For 2,000 years Christians have prayed.  If I could just parade before you all of God's people, from the day Jesus died on the cross to this hour, every one of them who have prayed would say, "I know that God answers prayer.”  For instance Martin Luther, who fought against odds that he could not conquer.  Martin Luther knew that God answered prayer.  He spent sometimes three hours a day on his knees before God.  Ask John Knox if God answers prayer.  He cried to God so mightily that he shook the very throne of England by his prayers.  Then St. Augustine in his book "Confessions," tells how he knew that God answered prayer.  Millions upon millions of Christians have prayed to the God of Heaven, and they have testified that they have received the answers to their prayers.

Not only do we have the testimony of the Christian Church, but also I thank God that from my own personal experience I know that God answers prayer.  Today many of you can testify to the same thing.

Not long ago while riding the train home to Atlanta, I had breakfast with a man who said, "I haven't seen you in years, preacher.  I remember when we dug the basement to your church years ago.  Every time I pass that big church, seating 1240 people in East Point, I remember when we dug out the basement of the first little church.”  And I said to him, "What a wonderful work God did there in answer to prayer!”  Yes, God answered prayer.  God built that church.  I remember when we didn't have any money at all and we asked God for $5,000.00, and we had a $5,000.00 check in our hands within a month, and the person who wrote the check didn't know anything about our prayer meeting.  That person simply saw the need and sat down and wrote the check.  Just exactly the amount we needed!  Then within a week we received a $5,000 gold bond.  About a month later we received $10,000.00 more in gold bonds, until we had received in all $25,000.00.  Every time I pass that huge church I want to praise God and say, " See what He has done!”  God did that.  God built that tabernacle.  I know, friends, that God answers prayer!  Oh, it is precious to know a God who answers prayer.

Also we know God answers prayer because it is the testimony of the Word of God, and God fulfills His Word.  He is going to keep His Word.  You may have your prayers answered.  You can get things from God if you want them.  He is saying to everyone, "Call unto me and I will answer thee.”  That invitation is to all, not just to certain ones.  Not only to Kings, and potentates, but also to the humble, to the poor, to the needy, to the rich, to the bond and free, to every one.  He says, "Call unto me and I will answer thee."  Do you need anything?  Ask God for it.  Sometimes people say, "I asked my husband, I asked my children, I asked my friends and my neighbors.”  Oh, beloved have you asked God?  "Call unto ME, the Living God‑and I will answer thee.”  He has Promised to do it.

You may say, "Brother Hendley, I am in great need.”  Do you know why you are?  In James 4:2 God says, "Ye have not because ye ask not.”  Mr. George Muller asked God for one million dollars‑--ONE MILLION--‑ because he set out to prove in his life that there is a God in Heaven that answers prayer.  He prayed and God answered his prayer, and sent him one million dollars.  The God of George Muller is the God of any one who will call on Him in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

God isn't poor!  God isn't weak and He hasn't gotten any older.  He is still just as able to answer prayer as He ever was.  He made a way through the sea for the children of Israel and they walked through on dry ground.  They didn't even get their shoes muddy--‑maybe a little dusty, but not muddy because God answers prayer.

You may say, "Brother Hendley, I'm not perfect and God says whatsoever we ask we receive of Him because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.”  That is right, friends, but no one is perfect, and if you wait until you get perfect to have your prayers answered, they won't be answered.  You will remember in the Book of James that Elijah was a man of like passions as we are.  Why did the Holy Spirit take the trouble to put that in?  Elijah prayed and God shook the whole nation of Israel with a tremendous revival and sent food in days of famine.  Why?  Because Elijah prayed.  Was Elijah perfect?  No.  He was a man of like passions as we are.  He was conscious of his own frailties and weaknesses and sins.  For whom does God answer prayer?  Well, in Matthew 7:7‑8, Jesus says, "Ask and ye shall receive.”  He says, "Seek and ye shall find.”  He says, “Knock and it shall be opened unto you.”  Now friends ARE you receiving?  ARE you finding?  ARE things being opened to you, because God is answering your prayers?  God says He will do it if you keep on asking, if you keep on seeking, if you keep on knocking.  God answers prayer!

Friends, I have seen homes saved because husbands and wives prayed, when otherwise they would have gone on the rocks.  I have seen people come back from death's door, when doctors had utterly given them up, and there was just as much joy as though they had been raised from the dead.  I wish I had the time to relate the many instances, but the times are too numerous.  Yes, God is able to answer.  I have seen many souls saved in answer to prayer.

In a hotel room in St. Louis not long ago, I was talking to a young man who was graduated from the theological Seminary at Louisville and was going on to get his Ph.D. and go out as an evangelist for Christ.  He is on fire for God, and friends, he was saved through this work.  I won't mention his name, but many of you know this young man, and everybody's going to know about him over America before long, I believe God will use him mightily.  I sat in that hotel room and felt the Presence of the Holy Ghost, and we fell on our faces and cried like children when he told the story of his conversion.  He said, "Brother Hendley, did I ever tell you how I was saved?”  "No," I said.  He said, "You know, I was out yonder on the coast in California.  I was a gambler, an inveterate gambler, and a passionate gambler.  I wasn't even thinking about God, or salvation, or Christ or anything.  You know, my precious old mother listened to your broadcast and she wrote you a letter and she asked you to pray for her boy out yonder in California, who was lost.  You took that letter and read it over the radio and you asked the radio prayer band to pray, and you bowed your head and you asked God to save that mother's boy out there.  Preacher, that night I couldn't sleep; I wasn't thinking about God, or Heaven or salvation, but I couldn't sleep.  I was afraid to die.  I was afraid to go to sleep lest I die, and I got in such a terrible condition I couldn't sleep at all.  All the next day I couldn't sleep.  I was under terrific conviction.  All I could think about was death and I wasn't ready to die.  Finally that next night I tried to find God, and I fell on my face beside my bed and I tried to pray.  I couldn't even remember the Lord's Prayer.  All I could remember was a little nursery prayer Mamma taught me, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep.’  It may sound crazy to you and foolish, but I, a big, strong, grown man didn't know anything else to pray to get to God but that little nursery prayer, and I fell on my face and cried, "Now I lay me down to sleep." and I repeated that prayer at least ten different times, and then the glory broke on my soul and Jesus saved me!”  Saved in answer to prayer of a godly mother and a group of people who were praying for him.  Prayer reached him way out yonder in California 3000 miles away.

Oh, beloved, listen to me.  God answers prayer.  Don't you give up!  God will save your husband.  God will save your wife.  God will save your father and mother.  God will save your children.  ASK HIM!  "Call unto me and I WILL answer thee.”  We ought to come to God.  He's a big God and He wants to give us big things.

Perhaps your needs are other needs.  God has a big bank and never yet has it failed.  He is able to meet your needs.

Let me tell you this and I'm through.  I heard the story the other day from the lips of a godly man.  I want to pass it on to you.  It brought a blessing to my soul.  He said that long ago in the old days of slavery there was an old colored slave who had a Master called Marse John, whom he faithfully served.  When the old master died, he left his slave $5,000.00 in the bank, enough to take care of him living down there by the river bank in his hovel.  The old Negro went on his way, not doing anything about the money.  He didn't understand about it.  He didn't realize he had $5,000.00 in the bank.  He just half starved and for the rest of his life, when he could have had goodly things in life, just for the asking--‑the taking--‑the appropriating.  It was his master's will that he be taken care of, but the failure was on the part of the slave.  Let us learn from God's Word what a loving, generous, fatherly God we have!  Won't you begin to trust him and commune with Him and prove for yourself that GOD ANSWERS PRAYER!
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