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Daniel Chapter 10

Turn with me please to Chapter 10, of the Book of Daniel, as we study today about angelic powers bent on the destruction of souls.

In this mysterious universe there are forces working that are not human. There are supernatural forces at work. There are good spirits and there are evil spirits. There is a revelation here in the 10th chapter of Daniel, showing there are spirits bent on the destruction and the damnation of the souls of men.

Now here's the experience Daniel had. He said, "in the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshezzar, and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long, and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision." Notice he gives the date of a glorious spiritual blessing and illumination that he received. Daniel knew that he had the vision.

"In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks." You know, its good for us to mourn. It is good for us to get alone with God, at least once a week.  We ought to get alone with God in unhurried prayer and go over our lives and check up and chasten ourselves and see where we are before God. God says, "Blessed are they that mourn," mourn over their own sins and the sins of their loved ones and the sins of a lost world.

Then Daniel saw a, great vision. "I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled." He was in prayer. Then God gave to Daniel a tremendous vision. I'll not take up the full meaning of the vision now, of the vision that was given to Daniel at this time, but we read here that God sent to him a heavenly being, and he tells how that from the first minute he set his face to pray that God heard.

Verse 12. "Then he said unto me, fear not Daniel, for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand and chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words but the prince of the Kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days, but lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand what shall be​fall thy people in the latter days; for yet the vision is for many days." Here's Dan​iel on his knees. He prays twenty‑one full days before the answer came. Then God sends an angelic being unto him, a heavenly visitor, and this visitor says, "Daniel, from the day you set your face to chasten yourself, God heard, and dis​patched me to come to you. But I had trouble getting through. Some invisible powers resisted me. The prince of the Kingdom of Persia withstood me." 

Now we are not to think that that was the literal prince of the Kingdom of Persia down here on this earth. It means that evil spirit who had charge of the Kingdom of Persia for wicked work. That is what it means in the spiritual world. So we learn here that there are wicked beings, emissaries of the devil, his agents, that roam the very kingdoms of the earth, and their business is to keep people from knowing God, to damn the souls of men, to hinder prayer and to hinder souls from knowing the Living God. 

Yonder in heathen darkness, our missionaries say that you can feel the presence of evil spirits. There in China they deal with demonized men and women. It isn't any make‑believe business. Here in our land we are skeptical about it, but you go over there with those missionaries. You get right in the forefront of the battle. There Satan is having his way, uncontrolled, and there in heathen darkness you will find them demonized and filled with the spirit of wickedness and their bodies tormented and their minds upset in a terrible way. Demon possession is there.

When Daniel went to his knees to pray, and this heavenly visitor had to do some battling to get through to Daniel, and we read that Michael, one of the good angels, was dispatched from Heaven to help this angel and to help him get through to Daniel with the answer to his prayer. That's a serious thing. One reason why some of our loved ones are not saved, friends, is that we are not willing to pay the price of extra prayer. We are not willing to wait long enough on God. We do not realize there is a spiritual battle going on that back of the scene there are evil spirits, as well as righteous spirits, who are trying to damn our loved ones and to damn our own souls constantly. And yet that is going on.

In the book of Job we read that one day the devil appeared with the sons of God in the council chambers of Glory. He has access to the Father. He has access to the throne of God. He is able to go in and come out. He is going to be destroyed, but there he is standing among the sons of God. God says to him, "Where have you been, Satan?" and he says, "I've been up and down in the earth, seeking whom I may devour." That is Satan's business. But he has access right into the council chambers of God. You remember Satan struck Job full of boils and took away his health and took away his wealth and took away his children and brought him down to a miserable state. The devil has tremendous power. Let's remember, friends, that he has a terrible, terrible power.

Now we read here in 2nd Chronicles the 18th chapter that God will give men into the hands of the devil. This is an awful thing that I'm reading to you now, and I pray God that if you are unsaved you will not trifle, for sooner or later God will give you over to the devil and his demons. Ultimately they will possess you, when you come to die, and they will drag you down to a devil's hell.

Jehosaphat said to the king of Israel, "Enquire of the Lord." And so the king of Israel, who was a wicked man, called in the false prophets and they said, "Shall we go up to Ramoth‑Gilead to battle?" And they said, "Go ahead, you'll have the victory." Then Jehosaphat being a spiritual man, knew they were false prophets, and he asked the king, "Haven't you a real prophet of God around here?" and he said, "Yes, there is a real prophet of God but he never speaks anything good of me at all."  The King was a wicked man, and rather than have the prophet of God tell him the truth, he wanted to get some false prophet who would pat him on the back and tell him he was all right.

There are a lot of people like that today. They won't go to church to hear a man of God preach faithfully the Word of God that cuts across their sins. They want to hear a man who says soothing, sweet words and lulls them to sleep. But wait till their soul is in Hell, they'll gnash their teeth and wish they had gone to hear the man of God who was faithful to their soul and faithful to the Word of God. In God's pulpits today there are "modernists." There are preachers who aren't faithful to God.

God said there would be such. I've seen them. I've heard them. Not so long ago in a church in the northland I heard a man who denied every fundamental truth of this Word! A brilliant man. But God's Word says he is wicked. This man wears the garb of a child of God and supposedly is a preacher of the Word, yet he is a wolf in sheep's clothing, damning the souls of men. Listen to me, friends, if you are living in sin and you go to hear sermons that do not cut into your sin and make you uneasy you are in the wrong place. You are being lulled to sleep. You'd better go hear the prophets of God that mean business, because all of us are going to stand before God, and God have mercy on those of us who are ministers who are not true to the souls of men, who let souls go to Hell, who never mention sin, who never preach the solemn things of the Word of God, who never preach on Death and judgment and Hell. How we need a great group of preachers who fear nothing but sin and God, and who will go up and down this land and call the people back to God! We need that in this hour.

Finally they called Micaiah who stood before them. Micaiah said, "Your false prophets have been telling lies." Then he said, "Therefore hear the Word of the Lord, I saw the Lord sitting upon His throne, and all the host of Heaven standing on his right hand and on his left." (Here is a picture of the great council in Heaven). "And the Lord said, who shall entice Ahab, king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth‑Gilead? And spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner." Here is the Lord asking a spirit to go down and be a false spirit to entice a man to his death. Why? Because Ahab wouldn't walk with Him.

You say, "That isn't right." IT IS right. If a man turns his back on God, God sooner or later must destroy him. We read yonder in 2 Thes. 2 that God would give them a strong delusion that they all might believe a lie, that they all might be damned that believed not the truth that had pleasure in unrighteousness. The saddest thing that happens, friend, as you go on rejecting Christ, is that there comes stupidity in your mind and soul toward the things of God, and evil spirits will make you believe you are all right. You will sleep unconcerned, when all the while you are hanging over Hell, and when that heart stops beating you will be in the Fire. You are deceived men, lulled to sleep by siren voices that are trying to keep you from the things of God, making your soul feel all right.

So here's the Lord saying to the council in Heaven, “Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth‑Gilead? One spake saying after this manner and another saying after that manner. Then there came out a spirit and stood before the Lord and said, I will entice him. And the Lord said unto him, wherewith? And he said I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him and thou shalt also prevail: go out and do even so. Now therefore, behold the Lord hath put a lying Spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoke evil against thee." And the next day Ahab fell, in the battle of Ramoth‑Gilead.

It is a solemn thing to defy the Living God! Sooner or later the Holy Spirit will possess your life and take you to Heaven, or evil spirits will possess your life and lull you to sleep and take you down to Hell. They are out for the damnation of your soul. The devil is the god of this world. You know that.

Here in the book of Revelation we read about him and the future great war in Heaven. "And there was war in Heaven Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in Heaven. And that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil and Satan, which deceived the whole world." WHICH DECEIVETH THE WHOLE WORLD! If you are not a Christian and you can lie down in your bed at night and sleep as though you were saved and ready for Heaven, when all the while there is just a heartbeat between you and Hell and the judgment of your sins, it is because the devil has DECEIVED you, my friend. He was cast out of the earth and his angels were cast out with him. "And I heard a loud voice saying in Heaven, Now is come salvation and strength and the Kingdom of our God. And they overcame him, the devil." How can you overcome him? By the Blood of the Lamb, and the word of Heaven, "And there was war in Heaven, their testimony who loved not their lives, even unto death.”

Then in Ephesians 6, we read that "we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, and against spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies, against the world.'" And he says, "Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."

With all my soul, as I come to the close of this message, I ask you this question: If you die today, will you look into the face of Jesus Christ in Heaven? Or will you look into the face of the devil who will seize you, body, soul and spirit for Hell? If you have Christ it will be Heaven! If you do not have Christ, it will be the devil and Hell! Bow your head and accept the Lord. Will you do it now, before it’s too late?
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