AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRAY

Jesse M. Hendley

Daniel 2:17

I have here a letter I want to read to you, as an encouragement to pray. From the Book of Daniel, chapter 2, verse 17.

Here is the letter. I'll not tell where it is from. "Dear Brother Hendley: I have heard you preach over the radio. Though I have never seen you I feel as though I know you personally and I count you as a personal friend. So many times I have wanted to write you but I hardly knew how to say what I wanted to say. This morning your message seemed to be a heart-to-heart talk with me. You would make a state​ment, and in my mind a question would arise, and then you would give the answer not knowing I was even listen​ing, of course. In the message this morning you said God would answer prayer and that God through prayer could perform miracles. Nothing less than a miracle performed by our God can help my problem. You see, my hus​band is literally drinking himself to death. To see what it does to him is most terrible, but it also affects our two fine boys. My oldest son left home because of this, and my younger son is nervous and afraid of his daddy. Not only does my husband beat us (me, usually) but the things he says and the things he accuses me of are all but unbearable. I have no feeling of guilt because I know, and God knows, that I am not guilty. Surely I am a sinner, but I mean I am not guilty of the things he accuses me of. It hurts to have him say such horrible, ugly things to me. I know he isn't all bad. I know that somewhere hidden in his heart is a desire to turn to Christ, but he won't give in to this. I know this because he never fails to mention the fact that he isn't Christian, even though he join​ed the church when he was a child. I am not the one to say whether he is or is not a Christian; that is between him and his Master. I know that I my​self am a Christian, and I have prayed and prayed for him. It may be that I did not know how to ask, or what to ask for. I have even found myself giving up on prayer. I know I shouldn't, for God said in your message today to pray and never faint. After so many years, it is all the time getting worse. With only brief interludes of relief, I do feel like giving up. Will you join me in prayer for him? I want a Chris​tian home more than anything. I can never have it until this problem is solved. We have a nice home, modest but decent, one that we could be proud of. God has been good to us and so generous. But to see my husband living a good, decent life I would gladly for​feit anything of material value. Won't you please pray with me, for us? A radio friend."

My friends, everywhere we turn to​day we are finding that same problem. This lady is not the only one going through it. Christians today are facing serious problems, and many of them are being defeated by these problems. That brings us back to the Bible, the Word of God. Is God DEAD? Cannot God HELP? Is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob the God also of the Christian today? Is the God of the Lord Jesus Christ OUR God? Is the God of Paul OUR God? Is the God of the early Christians OUR God? The God of Augustine? The God of Luther? The God of John Wesley? The God of D. L. Moody? The God of Billy Sunday? The God of unknown saints down through the ages? Is God interested in YOU? In ME?

Why, of course He is! God made you because He loves you. That is the thing we have got to realize today, that God does love us, and that God wants to work miracles for us! The Bible reveals that God is Almighty. The Bible reveals that God is a LIVING God, that He isn't dead. We aren't talking to idols of stone when we pray. The Bible reveals that God IS WORKING. Not HAS WORKED, back in the days of the Bible, but God IS WORKING all through human history. Jesus said, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I am working." JESUS is working! And we read there at the close of the Book of Hebrews the wonderful statement, "WORKING IN YOU and THROUGH YOU that which is well-pleasing to Himself." God working IN you and THROUGH you. Paul said, "Christ LIVETH IN me." He was declaring a great truth. If Jesus is living in me, there will be some evidences of Him in my life. That is, if I don't dam up the Source of Power.

Now if you are a child of God, if you have put faith in Jesus and in God, if you persevere in prayer you will see miracles! God is going to work miracles. Now I am not telling you the direction from which that miracle will come. This lady who writes about her husband---God will give her glorious VICTORY over this thing, that will be surprising even to herself, a wonderful calm and peace and victory that Jesus can and will give to His own. Actually, the Bible reveals that we ought to be "concern​ed" over only one thing, and that is SOUL-WINNING for Christ, the win​ning of the lost. That is GOD'S burden! We are to be concerned enough to do something ABOUT it, to pray about it, to witness. The burden for SOULS, a compassion for SOULS, is the only burden I've found in the Bible that Christians are supposed to carry. Jesus said, "My yoke is easy, and My burden is light."

I listen to what men have to say, but I always judge their words by the Word of God. I hear men say, "We are not supposed to carry any burdens." A Bible teacher, a very well-known man, and I were talking together one time and I told him about the burden I have carried for souls over the years, and the fact that it IS a burden and a concern, and that it produces some de​gree of tension---it can't help but do it. And this man said to me, "Why, I don't carry any burdens. My wife takes the burdens of the house and I don't have to carry them (he was being a bit humorous), and the LORD takes all the rest of my burdens. So I don't have any burdens." I heard him preach that night, and he didn't have. There were no souls saved either. He had a house full of people, and the message was good, the message was Biblical, but there wasn't any passion in it.

Although Jesus had joy, He WEPT, too. He wept over the city of Jerusalem. He wept over souls that were perishing. He had a burden for the lost. Nobody can deny that. And if we are like Jesus, we will have concern for the lost.

Paul wept, in Acts 20. He said, "I taught you publicly and from house to house repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus, with tears."

A child of God IS to carry a burden, a burden for a lost world. But that is the ONLY burden he is to carry. When it comes to the other things of life, we are to roll our burden over on the LORD. And even THAT one, after we have done our very best. We cannot carry the burden CONSTANTLY with​out it finally breaking us down, so we roll it over on the Lord, and the relief is the peace that Jesus gives.

It is a strange paradox that I can have a burden for souls and yet have a peace in my heart at the same time! There is a happiness that Jesus gives that is not this little, light, "nothing" that never does anything, that some people think of as happiness. The hap​piness that Jesus gives is that deep, abiding peace and joy, the knowledge that we are moving in God's will and our lives are accomplishing something, and we are seeing the working of God because God is operating through us. He is a miracle-working God! We find that in the Bible.

Now I want to give you my text for today, particularly to this lady who wrote us this anonymous letter. We are praying for her.

Our Lord Jesus said in Matthew 21: 22 (listen now),"And all things what​soever . . . " That is redundancy. That is saying the same thing twice. Why didn't He just say, "And all things?” Why did He add the word WHATSOEVER? Because of His ac​commodation to our weakness. We are like little children in this business of prayer, and God knows that. Don't whip yourself because you don't have much faith. The Lord LOVES you. He wants your faith to GROW; don't mis​understand me. But He knows we are but children. The Christian life is a growth. "And all things WHATSO​EVER ye shall ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive." Isn't that great? "All things whatsoever ye shall ask in pray​er believing, ye SHALL receive." God loves you. And since God loves you, He wants to give you good things.

In Luke 11, verse 9, Jesus is teach​ing on Prayer. "And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given to you. (Literally, KEEP ON asking.) Seek, and ye shall find. (KEEP ON SEEK​ING.) Knock, and it shall be opened to you. (KEEP ON KNOCKING.) For eve​ryone that asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth; and he that knocketh, it shall be opened to him." Then Jesus told a story. He was the most marvelous storyteller that ever lived, and the stories stay with you. He said, "If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? If he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If he ask for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?"

Jesus said, "Let me tell you a story. A father has a son. He loves that son. There is nothing that this earthy fath​er won't do for his son, if it is right. He loves him. Now if the son comes to him and says, 'Father, I am hungry. Give me some bread,' will the father reach over and pick up a rock and say, 'Chew on this, son'? That would be in​conceivable, for an earthly father to give his son a rock when he asked for bread. If the son were to come and say, 'Father, I'm hungry; give me some fish there on the table,' would he give him a serpent to bite him? Would he give him a snake to sting him? Is the father a MONSTER? Does the term 'Father' mean that to you? Someone who wishes you ill and harm? And if the son comes and says, 'Father, I'm hungry; give me an egg there on the table,' will he hand him a scorpion to sting him and hurt him? No, of course not. That is in​conceivable."

Jesus said, "if YE, then, being evil (being under sin, and all of us in this world are under the limitations of sin)---if ye, then, being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much MORE shall your Heavenly Fath​er give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." (The Holy Spirit is the Supreme Gift, along with salvation.) Another writer relating this same story says, . . . give good things to them that ask Him." Here in Luke we read, ". . . how much more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit . . ." That is really not a discrepancy. Because when you get the Holy Spirit, you get ALL good things.

So, God will either give us victory OVER our trials, or He will CHANGE the CIRCUMSTANCES. One of the two. He will give this wife complete victory over her circumstances, so that she will have peace and calm and know that her God is working for good in this matter. She cannot see it, and she cannot understand it, even as a child may not understand why his father does as he does.

The other day we were having a meal outdoors with my daughter and her husband and her little children, and the wind was blowing and it was cool, so my son-in-law gently said to the little three-year-old, "Go yonder and get your sweater." "But I don't WANT to, Daddy." She didn't WANT to get her sweater; she didn't under​stand why. As he insisted, he said, "Honey, it's too cold. You're going to be sick if you don't put on your sweat​er. Go now and put on your sweater so you won't be sick." That satisfied her, and she obeyed.

Now sometimes we cannot under​stand WHY God lets things come our way. He explains SOME of those things in the Bible, but not all of them. There are many things that come our way that we cannot explain, but we do know that GOD PROMISES TO ANSWER PRAYER. What we must do is PER​SEVERE. Just KEEP ON asking; just KEEP ON seeking; just KEEP ON knocking and don't stop. You say "I've spent a long time knocking, Preacher." Well, KEEP ON knocking. I never tire of saying this. I knew a woman in Ari​zona who saw her husband come to Christ, after praying for him for thirty-​five years. I'll always admire her. She didn't give up. But you say, "Why does God let that happen?" Listen, when we get to Heaven, we will understand why. We will be satisfied. ONE thing I can see NOW: that woman lived closer to God during those thirty-five years than she might have otherwise. You see? You and I can't balance up all God's doings. Paul himself, who knew more about God than any man who ever lived, said in that marvelous Book of Romans, "How unsearchable are the ways of God!" We don't know the Wis​dom of God. Let's not try. Let's be willing to just be little children and be​lieve that God loves us and He is work​ing as we pray. Let us do what He says do.  Let us keep on asking, keep on seek​ing, keep on knocking, and someday we will find that God was WORKING​ IN ANSWER TO PRAYER.
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