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Hosea 1:1-10, 2:2-10

My subject today is “American Going Downhill” and I am reading from the Book of Hosea, chapter one. “The Lord that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jereboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel. The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and the children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord.”

God speaks here of the nation of Israel as being His wife, and Israel is like an unfaithful wife leaving her husband. When a nation departs from serving the Lord, she becomes like a woman who is unfaithful to her husband and living in a state of whoredom. It is an awful word, but I am saying to you that OUR OWN LAND is departing rapidly from the Lord.

A Lesson from God's Word

“So he (Hosea) went and took Gomer,” we read in verse 3, “the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived and bare him a son. And the Lord said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel.” Those are terrible words. Will CAUSE TO CEASE the kingdom of the house of Israel. Why would it cease? Because of Israel's sins!

Friends, today America is the foremost nation in the world. All the world has its eyes on America. God has brought us to this great power and leadership. We are the leading nation of the world. But as surely as we are departing from the living God on a national scale, just so surely will God CAUSE TO CEASE our place of leadership, the place of blessing and luxury and opportunity that we have today. This is a glorious land, a wonderful land. But we are definitely GOING DOWNHILL as fast as we can go! When any land departs from the Lord, God will cause the rulership of the land to cease.

Now verse 6: “And she conceived again and bare him a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruha‑mah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel, but I will utterly take them away.” The land continues in sin, and God says, "I won't stand it any longer. I will have no more mercy, no more forgiveness of sin, no more over looking them. I will utterly take her away. Nothing is left but judgment."

Verse 8: “Now when she had weaned Lo‑ruha‑mah, she conceived and bare a son. Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people and I will not be your God.” Woe to that land when God says, “You are not my people anymore!” Our forefathers came over to this land for freedom to worship with their open Bibles. They gave their hearts to the Lord. But today, our nation has wandered far from the Lord, and judgment is ahead! Crisis after crisis is coming, the greatest one yet ahead according to the Word of God.

Verse 10: “Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered: and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.” Paul refers to this in one of his epistles, meaning that God, when He departed from the nation of Israel, turned to the Gentiles with the glorious Message of Deliverance.

Chapter 2, verse 2: “Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts.” What an awful indictment, what a terrible sin. God is very plain in His language. Oh, I have seen so many people try to cover up the sins of their loved ones when they went into whoredom. Husbands, when their wives were untrue; or wives, when their husbands were untrue. God knows there is only one way to deal with sin and that is to bring them face to face with the fact that they have sinned, that they may see their shame and TURN TO GOD before severe judgment shall come. But here is Israel, not willing to turn.

Verse 3: “Lest I strip her naked and set her as in the day she was born, and make her a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst.” Notice there the future of the nation that departs from God and persists in sin.

“And I will not have mercy upon her children.” Oh, how the children suffer when a land departs from God! Today we have a tremendous wave of juvenile delinquency, and some people wonder why! It is because the grown‑ups in the nation have gotten away from God, and the children are on the way down to Hell. It's a tragic thing. Oh, it isn't God's fault. Don't blame God! When parents sin, the children suffer. It is pitiful to see a child suffering because of a drunken father, or to see a wife suffer because of a drunken husband. But it is more pitiful to see multitudes of young people all over our land going recklessly to Hell! And this older generation will have to MEET GOD for the way they have FAILED. They have failed to teach their children the Word of God, failed to have family altar, failed in the things of God, failed to worship and serve God. Multitudes of our children and young people know NOTHING AT ALL about the Bible. They don't know how to pray. They have no real, genuine faith in God.

Verse 5: “For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.” When a wife is unfaithful to her husband, sooner or later she will come face to face with the tragedy of her sin. Nobody ever gets by! You may walk in a dream and think you'll get by, but the day is coming when you will face it in judgment.

Verse 6: "Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths.” God puts thorns around an individual when he sins. And God puts thorns around a nation when its sins. Individually or nationally, God puts up a wall. God hedges in the way. Every sinner and every nation will God bring face to face with Himself.

Verse 7: “And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them: and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband: for then it was better with me than now." Oh, how many people, wandering from God, have had to acknowledge that fact! They have come to the end of their way, nauseous, because they have sinned against their own souls and against God.

Verse 10: “And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand.” Terrible shame, and terrible judgment. Showing up one's life! Sooner or later, SIN ALWAYS COMES INTO THE LIGHT, if there is no repentance! This is true both of nations and individuals.

Notice again the subject. “America Going Downhill!” All of us are justly proud of our great nation. Recently I stood with a Latvian friend of mine on the fifth floor of the San Carlos Hotel in Pensacola, Florida. We were looking out of the radio station over that beautiful city below, and my friend exclaimed, shaking his head, “People in Europe, many of them, can't even imagine that there is any such land as this! Just look at the beauty of this city. Just look. The people are well clothed. Well fed. All the food they want. All the clothing they want to buy. Automobiles. Luxury everywhere. No policeman on your trail to watch you constantly. Freedom! Oh, how God has blessed America!” And my heart bled within me as I thought, “Yes, God has blessed America and has brought her to be the Leading nation of the entire world. But AMERICA IS GOING DOWNHILL!” Moral and spiritual degeneration! The foundations crumbling beneath us! And God's judgment is inevitable!

May all of us learn this lesson from the Word of God. I have just read it to you from the Book of Hosea. That lesson is that WHEN A LAND DEPARTS FROM THE LORD, THE LORD MUST PUNISH THAT LAND. And America is in sin, departing from the Lord.

The Lesson from History

History teaches the same truth. You remember that after the First World War came a great change in America. I can remember it from reading and from my own observation. You remember that there was great sin, but there was no repentance. God has sent that Great War because of the sins of America, for God says that WAR is one of His four sore judgments. But America did not REPENT OF SIN! As God says in Amos 4, “Ye repented not to give me glory.” There wasn't any great turning back to God, no revival after World War One. There was an INCREASE of sin. During the war days, requests had been made for prayer for our nation, but still the nation as a whole did not pray and seek the Lord and bow the knee on those national days of prayer, asking the Lord to give victory.

So the result was what? World War Number Two, on a far greater scale. God sent punishment to get us to repent, but when we didn't He sent a greater punishment. The Second War was bloodier far than any preceding war, in all the history of mankind. God sent World War Two and we still haven't repented, and there is no evidence of our nation turning back to God. So we are in for a greater punishment ahead! We are living through recurring crises, from one day to the next. Fear is gripping our national leaders, while we are going through a “cold war,” which may become a shooting war at any moment, and we are feverishly preparing for ANOTHER WAR. Why are we in this desperate situation? God says it is because we have turned away from Him! We have let iniquity and sin abound in our land. I am making a prediction from the Word of God, not because I am a prophet, but because I read and study this Bible and I know what the promise of God is in His Holy Word: My prediction is that horrors we have never dreamed of are coming upon our nation, if we don't humbly repent and cry to God for a great, national revival! God plainly says that He sends wars and crises and troubles upon a land with increasing intensity, trying to get us to repent, but if we don't, there will be greater judgment. Two wars have passed, without repentance, and I say, AMERICA IS GOING DOWNHILL!

It has always been true in history that when a nation became mighty, it became corrupt and desperately sinful, and then God permitted her to be conquered by her enemies.

You remember Rome, powerful, luxurious Rome. People in those days thought that Rome could never be conquered. Where is the Roman Empire today? Defeated. Why? Because she became luxurious, she became corrupt and sinful, she became wealthy, iniquity abounded. Read the history of Rome and learn of the horrible sin that abounded.

Read about Assyria, once the leading nation of the world, and how she was destroyed.

Read about Egypt, that mighty civilization on the Nile River, who thought she would never be destroyed, but she was destroyed.

Read about France, once in a position of rulership, but God has reduced her to a weakened, base nation because of her terrible iniquity and corruption.

Friends, read for yourself about the toppling and collapse of nations in past history, how, when they were elevated to power and opportunity, luxury and blessings, they TURNED FROM GOD, corrupted themselves, and JUDGMENT FOLLOWED.

America Today: Liquor

“What does God have against America?” you may ask. “Why do you say America is going downhill?” The answer is that there seems to be nothing wrong anymore. There is all manner of sin, but people are not sin‑conscious. The good and the bad have merged until nothing seems to be wrong anymore. SIN is everywhere! Take just one. Liquor. Think of it. Franklin Roosevelt will undoubtedly go down in history as one of the greatest men of all time. He was a man of destiny. But don't forget that Mr. Roosevelt came in on the "wet" ticket. He was one of the men largely responsible for the terrible deluge of liquor in America today. What does God have against Atlanta, Georgia? For one thing, liquor. That is just one of the many sins! Someday we will have to face God for our iniquity as a city. Liquor produces drunkards. The law of our land licenses the sale of liquor, then imprisons drunkards that liquor produces. It makes drunkards and then takes the revenue from liquor to pay for our schools and carry on our government.

We will pay, friends! We are paying now. We will keep on paying till these liquor stores are off our streets. But, you don't hear people raising their voices in protest anymore! The pulpit and the press and the radio are largely silent against this terrible evil, liquor is damning souls, yet there is no protest. It is the accepted thing.

Some people say, “Well, Preacher, you don't want to go back to the Prohibition Era, do you, that produced gangsters?”  Beloved friends, you are looking only at one thing. Today, if you will go around with us who have to deal with the question, you will see broken homes, broken bodies, and damned souls as a result of liquor. Conditions are far worse today than ever in the history of our nation. Police statistics prove it. Think of the influence of this one evil alone. There is no question that God has it in for America! I say to you, as faithfully as I can, that GOD IS GOING TO DEAL WITH THE SINS OF AMERICA. There is coming a day when there will not be a liquor store in Atlanta, nor in any other city of the entire world, for some day God is going to blot out every evil that is damning the bodies and souls of men, breaking the hearts of wives and children, wrecking homes. The man who sells it, and the man who drinks it, are under the curse of Almighty God! All sin must come into judgment.

America Today: Lust

Another thing God has against America is lust. America is worshipping today at the shrine of the goddess of lust. There seems to be nothing wrong anymore. Evil is being let loose in spite of the Bible and every other restraining influence. We have made "stars" out of the Hollywood crowd, glorifying sensuality, lewdness, lasciviousness, lechery, and lust! The whole world has looked on as a young woman, a Hollywood star, has traveled over the world with a married man and our American newspapers said nothing in condemnation, until Britain condemned it. It was up to Britain to speak out against it! Thank God, there is still in Britain some conscience against sin. Yet America calls such people "stars" and rushes to the box office to watch such people perform.

Recently there was a wedding over in Italy of a Hollywood star and a young starlet. The marriage was performed in a church dedicated to Jesus Christ. The past, awful record of this young man with other Hollywood stars was definitely known to those people. Crowds milled around and shouted their praises and wished them well, completely ignoring the open sin in their lives. Beloved, we do wish people well. But how can souls do well when they are living in sin and lust? Yet this type of thing is paraded before us as gods and goddesses, heroes and heroines.

America Today: Literature

Much modern literature today is lewd and lecherous. There is a deluge of obscene reading on the newsstands, magazines showing pictures of various stages of dress and undress, even nude pictures, going into millions of American homes, and our government censors have nothing to say. They permit it on the newsstands, but will condemn obscene pictures if sent through the mail. This corrupting of morals is not only tolerated, and condoned, but even gloried in!

What has God against America? Why have we had two world wars, increasing in intensity and the blood of our boys flowing? Why are we in crisis after crisis? Why are we right now preparing for the bloodiest war in all history? GOD SAYS IT IS BECAUSE OF THE TERRIBLE, NATIONAL SINS 0F AMERICA.

America's Coming Judgment

Terrible judgment is coming upon America. I wonder if we have waited too late! In Amos 4, God says, “I have overthrown some of you as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. . .yet ye have not returned unto me. . .therefore thus will I do unto thee. . .and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God.” This means that there has been too much sin. The people have gone too far and there is no turning back. They WON'T turn back, and judgment is inevitable. God says get ready to stand face to face with Him, in terrific judgment! AMERICA IS GOING DOWNHILL SO FAST SHE CAN'T STOP! She is not going to stop! Iniquity is abounding, sin is corrupting, spreading from person to person, spreading through reading, spreading through the movies, spreading through our best selling books, spreading till there seems to be nothing evil anymore. God speaks of those who, years ago, called evil good and good evil. That is the condition today, and it's SIN! SIN! SIN!

America's Only Hope

What is our only hope? The only hope we have, friends is as it has always been: the godly in America today. They are the only hope for our nation's future. The only reason God doesn't send judgment, unrelieved judgment, is the fact that in our land today there is a little remnant, and little group of godly people who love the Lord, who have accepted Christ as Saviour, who love God and the Bible, who still read and believe the Bible, who fear the Lord and fear sin, and know that the ways of corruption and shame can bring only judgment.

You say, “Preacher, what can we do as individuals? I don't want to be classified with the ungodly when the great crack‑up comes.” Neither do I, friends. There are only two things that individuals can do if we want to be right with God.

Christians Must Surrender to God

The first thing is to surrender your​ self, if you are a Christian, surrender everything you have to Christ. Give up every known sin. Get right with God and give yourself to the Lord. Oh, it's wonderful to see surrendered lives! This young Latvian I was telling you about is a young man surrendered to his Lord.  He has recently been married, and in our revival meeting, he was away from his wife for two weeks. He was going to be away three more weeks: five weeks away from his wife. One night as we sat in the pastor's home for a little snack after service, he called his wife over the telephone. As he hung up the receiver, there were tears in his eyes. He said she had been weeping on the other end of the line. He said; “I called just the other day and she was weeping then. It isn't easy for any young bride to have her husband gone. But I must say that there is a deep peace in my heart. Naturally we miss our loved ones but there is peace, deep down in the heart.”

Yes, there is peace when we have surrendered to the Lord to do His will. There is peace in living in the will of God, living in pure, holy, clean, and spiritual, Christ‑honoring, Bible‑fearing, and soul-winning life. Have you surrendered to Christ? Have you done it?

Unsaved Must Take Christ

The unsaved have no way out except through the Lord Jesus Christ. If you are not a Christian, you must take Christ as your Saviour and Lord. You have to make a choice, whether you are going the ways of the godly or of the ungodly. God says that the “way of the ungodly shall perish.” Whether you will be saved or not is up to you. The Lord is the only Saviour, and if you put your trust in Him, you will be safe when the great crack‑up comes; to reject Him means eternal death in Hell. All that matters in life is to be right with God l

Personal Choice

In Pensacola, Florida, a fourteen‑year old girl was brought to me at the close of our Saturday night service and I asked her if she didn't want to be saved. She started to cry and said, “I'm afraid of my mother!” I said, “Oh, I didn't ask you if you wanted to join the church. I am just asking if you won't accept Christ as your Saviour and Lord.” Again she said. “I'm afraid of my mother! My mother wouldn't like for me to accept Jesus.” The child was shaking with fear, for she knew she ought to accept Jesus, but was terrified about her mother. I said, “Honey, you must choose between your mother and Jesus. You must take Christ. He promises to take care of you if you put your trust in Him, if you love Him, if you accept Him as your personal Saviour and Lord.” She bowed her head and called on the Name of the Lord, taking Christ as her Saviour. But immediately she looked into my face, her eyes filled with terror, “Please don't tell my mother! Please don't tell my mother!” As that little girl walked away, my heart bled for her. Nearby stood a lady with tears rolling down her cheeks, and a man, eyes filled with tears, as they witnessed the terror of that child who had such a godless mother. Thank God she made her choice. Friends, we all have to make our choice. I have made mine: I have chosen Christ! I could have gone the ways of the flesh, the ways of the world, the ways of sin, and there is no denying that there are some pleasures in sin. But don't forget what Moses recognized: The pleasures of sin are ONLY FOR A SEASON. And after that, JUDGMENT. AFTER THAT JUDGMENT! “God shall bring every work into judgment, and every secret thing, whether it be good or evil.”

Oh, if you haven't accepted Christ, if you haven't made your choice, this moment choose Christ, give up every known sin in your life, turn to Jesus with all your heart to be your Saviour and Lord, and you will escape the awful, impending judgments of God which are certain to come. Then cry to God for our nation, for a great revival, which is the only hope to sweep back the tidal wave of iniquity in these awful days, to save our nation from a terrible bloodbath and the awful judgments of a holy God! Will you do it?
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