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John 4:35 & 36

These words are found in John 4:35, 36.  These are the words of the Lord Jesus.  I'm speaking to you Christians today, earnestly, and may the Lord help us as we search His Word.

Jesus says, "Behold I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.”  I call your attention to the outstanding word, the emphatic word, “already.”  "Already white to harvest. He that reapeth received wages and gathereth fruit to life eternal.”  Jesus says, "BEHOLD!”  Stop, look and listen!  SEE the desperate need today on the fields, for they are white already to harvest!  We are living in a desperate time, friends.  There isn't any doubt about it, and God have mercy, in this terrible hour of crisis, on any Christian, any preacher, any deacon, any Sunday school teacher who is playing around at the great task Jesus has given us to do!

First of all, there is a desperate need of prayer.  Secondly, there is a desperate need of purity of heart and life on the part of the people of God.  Finally, there is a desperate need of work---laborious, toilsome work, for precious souls.

NEED FOR PRAYER

Now first of all, the desperate need for prayer.  God's people are not praying!  I find as I go up and down the land that it is difficult to get the people of God to pray.  And yet, in 1st. Thess. 5:17, God's Word says, "Pray without ceasing.”  You say, "Well, what shall I pray for?  What is so desperate?”  Well, for one thing, the NEED of our OWN SOULS, individually.  How long has it been, Christian, since you reached out by faith in prayer and touched the hem of the garment of God and had a sense of the divine Presence in your own heart and soul?  Have you grown cold toward God?  Oh, there's nothing sadder than that.  Last evening a lady came, saying, "I met Jesus years ago, but I grew cold, then I began to drink, and that led to other things.”  She stood boldly and told it before the whole audience.  She said, "Pray for me, that I'll give up these things and come clean with God.”  Who is it that thinks, friends, when beginning to drift, that he will wind up in a horrible condition!  The danger of drifting!  We need to pray.  Jesus says, "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation," and any person who is not prayerful may easily be led into temptation.  Individually we need, like Jacob, to wrestle with God until He meets our souls again if it takes an entire night in prayer.  How we ought to get hold of God and say, "I will not let thee go until thou bless me."

Also we ought to be in desperate prayer for the SOULS OF OUR LOVED ONES.  Abraham, godly Abraham, back in the book of Genesis, wrestled with God for Lot, his nephew, in order that he might escape the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Last night my heart was greatly moved as a fine, sweet‑looking lady came to me and said, "Preacher, I want you to pray.  I have four brothers who are lost.  I have two sisters who are lost.  My daddy is a drunkard and lost.  My entire family is on the way to Hell.”  Oh, isn't there a desperate need of prayer there?  Isn't there a desperate need in your own home?  Have you quit praying?  Do you have a loved one for whom you have prayed for years, and you quit?  Two years, and you quit?  Ten years, and you quit?  You ought never to give them up until their poor souls shall find their way to Heaven.  May it never be said of you, Christian, that you gave up any of your loved ones and that you didn't have faith in God to pray!  God saved Lot because of the prayers of Abraham.  If you are a child of God, God will save your loved ones because of your prayers.

Then, not only are we in desperate need of prayer for the souls of our loved ones, but also there is desperate need for prayer for OUR NATION.  In the U. N. Assembly, they tell me, they do not ask prayer, or even think of the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  How are we going to have peace?  There will be no peace until the Son of God comes again!  We are in an hour of desperate crisis, considering Russia and the atomic bomb, and the tension among nations. The whole world is jittery today.  The statesmen are quailing.  Oh, beloved, how our nation needs prayer.

You remember how Daniel stood in the gap for his nation, how Ezra brought a revival to his nation, how Nehemiah prayed for his nation.  They were men who had a burden for their nation.  How we Christians need to turn aside and pray while this tidal wave of iniquity is sweeping over America!  Remember, God punishes sin!  God let loose His wrath upon the nation of Israel and said to Moses, "Moses, let me alone and I will blot them out and I'll make of you a great nation.”  Moses stood before the wrath of a holy God and stemmed the tidal wave of God's wrath upon that nation.  Listen, the most terrific power in the world is the power of God, the wrath of God!  What a solemn moment it was when Moses stood in the gap and turned aside the wrath of a Holy God!  This is a terrible truth.  The PRAYER of one man saved a nation from the outburst of the heat of the wrath of a holy God.  Oh, how we need to do that today.  Someone has said that Hell has no fury like the fury of a God scorned and displeased.  And God is scorned and displeased with our nation today.  The atomic bomb is a mere plaything compared with the WRATH of God.  He destroys cities.  He drowns an entire world.  He flings worlds into existence and out of existence.  I tell you, beloved, we need to pray as we have never prayed before, for our nation, because we are all involved in its progress or its destruction.  There is a desperate need for us to pray.

NEED FOR CLEAN LIVES

Then there is a desperate need for purity of heart and life. We are living in a day of impurity. Paul wrote to Timothy and said, "Keep thyself pure." You can't go anywhere that you don't pick up the newspaper and read of horrible sex crimes this day. We have gone crazy on the subject of sin. You can't go into a filling station; you can't go in some business offices without finding dirty, suggestive pictures on the walls. You careless businessmen ought to be ashamed of yourselves! Some of you profess Christ as your Saviour and your Lord and permit things like that. You don't love the Lord Jesus Christ or you wouldn't let dirty pictures be hung on the walls of your place of business. If you are saved you will take them down, brother, and you'll be clean in your business world as well as in your own home. Magazines today are filled with rottenness and filth and awful shame. There are even preachers standing in the pulpit telling their people, "It is all right to go to the moving picture shows," where you see half-dressed people and see all forms of dirtiness and lascivious living. God's Word is, "Keep thyself pure," We need men and women today who live pure in thought and pure in word and pure in deed: We need purity of heart and life. You might as well quit calling yourself a Christian if you are not going to be pure in your heart. Thank God, down in every man's heart, there is a respect for the man and woman who walk with God in heart‑purity.  You may get angry at what I say, but you know you respect the truth of it.

"Down in the human heart,

Crushed by the tempter,

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore.

Touched by a loving heart,

Wakened by kindness,

Chords that are broken

Will vibrate once more.

Rescue the perishing!"

Down in your soul, you want to be a holy man; you want to be a holy woman.  Down underneath you are sick and tired of sin, aren't you, and of sinful thoughts, impure thoughts, sinful words, impure words.

Dr. Truitt, who is now in Heaven, was one of God's great preachers. One night he was called to go across town to a place of ill‑repute, to minister to a dying girl of shame. One of the girls had called the great preacher and said, "Preacher, we understand that you love sinners, and we thought maybe you'd come over here to see a girl who is dying. She asked for you." So Dr. Truitt got his wife and they drove across town, and in the early morning hours he went upstairs in a rickety place and there lay the dying girl. Dying in shame, dying without Christ! Her hand was lying on top of the cover and as Dr. Truitt took her by the hand, she withdrew it quickly, saying, "I'm not worthy to shake hands with you. You are a man of God, a holy man, and I have been an unholy girl and I'm not worthy to shake hands with someone as pure as you are." Then she started crying. Dr. Truitt drew near to her and said, "What can I do for you, little lady?" She said, "Preacher, will your Jesus save somebody like me? Will he?" And Dr. Truitt, that great preacher of Christ, bent over that precious soul and told her the sweet, old story of the Man of Calvary, the Man who came to make impure girls pure, and impure men clean and holy. She put her faith and trust in Christ as her Saviour and slipped away into Eternity, washed clean in the Blood of the Lamb of Calvary. Friend, listen: I don't care what you've done, or how wicked you've been, man or woman, God will hear you if you'll say with all your heart, "I want to be pure. I want to be holy. I want to be godly. I want to live as God wants me to live."

NEED OF PERSONAL WORK

Finally, we are in desperate need of work, the kind of work that leads precious lost souls to the Lord Jesus Christ. Think about them! They are lost! Think about this woman asking prayer for an entire family that's lost. How she needs to go to them in tears and beg them to come to Christ, beg them to come to the tent meeting, beg them to come under the sound of the Gospel! Their chance doesn't last forever! How we need to work and pray. God will save when we are dead in earnest about precious souls. But friends, we must not put it off, because those souls are dying without God and without hope. 

 Not long ago I flew down from Toronto to Greensboro, North Carolina, and a brother picked me up at Greensboro and took me to Reidsville, where I brought a Gospel message before coming on in to Atlanta. On the way over this man told me of a man who died in that city just a few days before, and this man died without God. He said, "I was converted, preacher, from a terrible drunkard's life, and I went to this man, who was a wealthy man, and I spoke to him about his soul. He laughed at me and said, `Brother, you are going crazy on religion. You are going to lose all your business if you keep talking about religion.' I told him I had something down underneath that would never pass away. 

This businessman died the other day, a wicked and sinful man. He had a chance to draw up his will, this wealthy man, only 40 years of age, and while doing so, he began to cry, `I know I'm not ready for Eternity! I know I'm not ready to die! I'm not going to the right place when I die! I know I'm not ready to die!' As he died he cried out, `I can't die. I'm a young man, I'm wealthy, and I have money! It isn't right for me to die!' But die, he did. And he died without the Lord Jesus Christ."

There are multitudes just like that, and you and I as Christians ought to make it our aim day by day to win souls and realize their desperate condition and the desperate condition of the world. Jesus says, "Lift up your eyes on the fields. They are white already to harvest.  He that reapeth receiveth wages and gathered fruit unto life eternal.”  Friend, listen!  Are you a Christian? There is a desperate need today for earnest, prevailing prayer.  There's a desperate need for purity of heart and life.  There is a desperate need to work and "reap the fields" for the Lord Jesus Christ.

If you are unsaved today, won't you bow your head and say, "Oh, God I know we are in a desperate time and I'm among the lost, but I now believe in Jesus, and I want purity of heart and life.  I want to be a man or a woman of prayer.  I want to work in Your vineyard and be ready to meet You, and hear Your `Well done, good and faithful servant,' when I come into Your Presence.” Oh, will you ACCEPT HIM right now?  Will you do it?
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