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Friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me, please, to the Epistle to the Romans, chapter 4, and today we are studying ABRAHAM'S ASTOUNDING FAITH. Abraham's astounding FAITH, which is the type and guide of the believer's, a guarantee of the believer's faith. Abraham's faith then, is a type, a guide, a guarantee, of the believer's faith.

Now the first thing we learn is Abraham’s astounding, amazing FAITH! It was amazing in a twofold way.

First of all, it was amazing because of its STRENGTH. We read that Abraham, when God promised him a son when it was impossible for him to have a son, his faith never wavered one single instant. Not even when he considered the whole situation did he doubt. He did not doubt God COULD or that God WOULD do what He said. This is the essence of faith. He didn't doubt.

Then secondly, it was amazing because of its SUPERNATURAL OBJECT. Because the birth of Isaac was equivalent to a resurrection from the dead. He believed God COULD raise him, and WOULD raise his son according to His Word. God's promise of Isaac was like a promise of raising the dead, because Abraham's body was dead, just as good as dead, as far as any child was concerned, and so was his wife's, Sarah, who was barren. But, Abraham knew that there was nothing too hard for God! God is a God of miracles. God can do what man calls "miracles." What is a miracle to man is just common to God, because He is God and there is nothing He cannot do. That's the answer to all these doubters. It is so silly to me to even QUESTION God and His power to create miracles, because, my beloved friends, God is God. Just say "God" and you immediately have the possibility of things totally beyond our comprehension. Remember that. Just to say "GOD.” Anything you and I see is miraculous. We do not know how He can fling a universe into being, keep the stars in their courses, planets working like clockwork, but He does it. I don't understand how He can make this human body like He has made it, of bone, blood, tissue, how one cell grows into the millions of different cells in the human body, but God does it, and He is God.

Now Abraham didn't have any trouble about supernatural things. All He did was look at God, and he knew that God COULD and God WOULD fulfill His promise to him, even though it would take a raising from the dead to do it, which would be, Isaac's birth, miraculous birth out of death, life out of death, because Abraham was as good as dead as far as any children were concerned.

Now the BELIEVER'S FAITH is exactly the same: faith in a resurrection from the dead. But in our case, it is the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, that saves us today. And Abraham was saved because he believed, believed unwaveringly, that God would raise a son literally from death, from his dead body, in Isaac. You and I today are saved by believing in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, which carries with it also a sense and promise of our own resurrection.

Now. We have here then the God in whom Abraham believed, and this is the quality of his faith. Is this the kind of belief you have?

First, God promised him a son, a seed, a multitude of descendants. Abraham had no natural hope of becoming a father, but God had promised that "like the stars of heaven shall thy descendants be.” Genesis 15:5. Now Abraham looked fully at the fact of his natural incapacity for a son. He did not ignore it; He faced the fact. He noted also his advanced years and the decay of his vital powers. He also noted the barrenness of his wife, Sarah. Yet he showed no weakness of faith, no failure of hope. Not the slightest unbelief made him waver, for he looked at God and His Promise! He kept his eyes on God and God's promise, and his faith endowed him with power, and he actually gave praise to God for the miracle that was yet to be done in him! Being gripped by the firm conviction that God could, first of all, KEEP His promise, and then that God is strong enough to FULFILL his promise, and because he so believed and trusted and acted, upon real faith, God loved him for it, and God counted him no longer a sinner but as perfect as Himself, declaring him righteous enough for His company and His Heaven. Isn't that wonderful? That was the faith of Abraham!

Now notice, in verse 17. "As it is written, God said to him, I have made thee a father of many nations." "I have made thee a father" --‑when he couldn't have any children. "Before Him whom he believed even God who quickeneth the dead (makes alive the dead) and calleth those things which be not as though they were." Isn't that a wonderful statement? 'Who against hope BELIEVED IN HOPE, that he might become the father of many nations." Without any hope at all physically, he BELIEVED, because of the God of miracles according to that which was spoken so shall thy seed be. "And being not weak in faith." Are you weak in faith? God help us to believe what God says! He considered his own body." (Now you will find the word "not" in the King James Version. Block it out. The Revised Version and the best manuscripts do not have the word "not".) He did consider his own body NOW DEAD (that is, a good as dead, as far as any children were concerned) when he was about a hundred years old, neither yet (he considered also) the deadness of Sarah's womb." So there you have a resurrection from death.  "He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God and being fully persuaded that what He promised He was able also to perform. Therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness." Notice there the strength of Abraham's faith. He didn't waver. He didn't stagger. He believed thoroughly and utterly that God would keep His promise. And then secondly, that it was a faith in the resurrection from the dead. That's a wonderful, wonderful statement, isn't it? The faith of old

godly Abraham. Wonderful faith, in the Living God.

Now. Why was all this recorded about Abraham? The answer is---and this is the application---GOD HAD ALL THIS RECORDED ABOUT ABRAHAM, FOR US. He has extended the same blessing to us! God had not only Abraham in view, in recording all this. We, too, were in the mind of God in all this, we who have faith. Abraham believed in a God who could raise Isaac, his son, from his dead body and Sarah's dead body. We, too, believe in a God who can and did raise Jesus from the dead and will raise us also.

So, the two things that we are to believe to be saved are first, that Jesus was handed over to His murderers, to atone for our sins and settle them forever, and second that Jesus not only died on the Cross to settle our sins but was raised to make possible our justification, make it possible for God to declare us righteous.

We have all that in verse 25, "Who was delivered for our offenses." We are to believe in Jesus, delivered to death for our offenses, for our sins, paying for them and settling them. And then second, we are to believe that He "was raised from the dead,” and now alive, "to make possible our being declared righteous, our justification."

The next passage I call your attention to is verse 18. His faith enabled him to become the father that God promised he should be. We have the words eis to genesthai, "in order that he might become the father." His faith enabled him to become the father.

Then in verse 20, we read of his marvelous, unwavering faith, his astounding faith. And here's a wonderful statement. "He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief." Now the word "staggered" there is oudiekrithe. It means literally, " he did not hesitate, he did not discriminate or try to distinguish between two things,” for diakrino comes from dia, "two," and krino, to judge"; "to judge between two things."

There were TWO THINGS before Abraham: he saw first of all his dead body and the deadness of Sarah's womb, his natural incapacity to have a child. He saw that. Then, he saw the other thing, the second, thing, GOD AND HIS PROMISE! And when he looked at those two things, which he did, he did not waver. He immediately forgot all about his dead body and the deadness of Sarah's womb and he just rubbed that out. He said, "God is God. His promise is His promise. So it is so." He believed God. He didn't discriminate. He didn't hesitate. He didn't waver He didn't stagger at the promise of God through unbelief. Unbelief left him completely. HE BELIEVED GOD'S WORD.

So that word means, literally, to be divided against one's self, to doubt, or to waver." And that's an important statement, friends. May God help us to see it. "To be divided against one's self, to waver, or to doubt."

Now that's an important thing. We are not to doubt God's Word.

In Matthew 21:21 we read these words, and it is very important that we see it, "Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, if ye have faith and DOUBT NOT, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also, if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done, and all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."

So Abraham "did not waver.” He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief. He staggered not at the promise of God, THROUGH UNBELIEF. Oh, the amazing faith of Abraham! Let's see again the word "stagger.” He did not stagger. He staggered not. It's ou dia kripi, from dia krino, which means, "to judge between two things, to be running from one to the other." He didn't see God's promise, and see his own physical circumstances, and then run to God's promise one minute and then say, "Oh, well, my circumstances are too bad, God can't fulfill them." He just FIXED HIS GAZE ON GOD AND HIS PROMISE. He didn't go chasing between two things.

How many of us are just like that. We doubt, we waver, we hesitate, we discriminate, all because we see two things: we see our circumstances, and then we look at God, and are afraid God cannot, or God will not, meet us in our circumstances, and the result is that we are in trouble. We waver. We doubt between two. God doesn't like that. "How long halt ye between two opinions? If God be God, let Him be God. If Baal be God, let Him be God." Either God, my friends, can help you in your circumstances, or He can't. He is the Master of your circumstances or He isn't. God can take care of us through all of life and all of death and bring us to heaven, and we are not to waver. We are not to doubt. We are not to discriminate. We are not to look at our circumstances AND GOD. We are to look at our circumstances AND THEN FORGET THEM, and LOOK AT GOD AND FIX OUR GAZE ON HIM AND HIS PROMISE, Who said, "I will never leave you nor for​sake you.

And that goes for salvation. That goes for His keeping power after salva​tion. We are not to look at ourselves and DOUBT about salvation; we are to look at God and His promise and BE​LIEVE that He will do what He says. That's what Abraham did. Then after we are saved, we are not to QUESTION whether God is able to keep us or not. We are to BELIEVE that He IS able and that He is willing, and we are to rest in God and His wonder​ful promise.

So, there we have it, friends. That's the Word of God, and how precious it is to us. May God help us to really put the Lord Jesus Christ first in our lives and not to "stagger" at God's promise! Have you been staggering at God's pro​mise? Staggering? Wavering? Looking at yourself and then at God? Listen, if you look at yourself, you'll never find any reason why you should be sav​ed. No. "In me, (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." There is no reason why we should be saved. Get your eyes off yourself, and get them on the promise of God, friends. Get them on God and His promise to you, and you'll have peace. So many people are upset and disturbed because they look at themselves. Abraham didn't look at himself. His body was as good as dead and the deadness of Sarah's womb. If he had looked at self, he couldn't have seen any fulfillment of God's Word to him. But he fixed his gaze on GOD. He didn't discriminate, he didn't doubt, he didn't run from one to the other, back and forth, to God and then his circumstances, to be all upset all the time. No. He just turned away from it all and fixed his gaze on GOD and His Promise. He didn't stagger. How many people are "staggering around,” half sick, religiously, because they do not fix their gaze on God and His promise.

Well, that's all for today, friends, I pray this message has been a blessing to you.
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