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I Corinthians 16:22

There are some wonderful words in the Word of God. One of them is found in First Corinthians 16:22. It is the word "maranatha" and the interesting thing about that word is that it has never been translated in any of the translations. It remains just that way--maranatha. If you look it up in the Polyglot Bible, with the various columns, Greek, Latin, Vulgate, Luther's Translation, and the English translation, you will find that it is never translated, but kept "maranatha" in each column. You find it so in the various New Testaments. Even modern scholars, though they take other liberties with the text in the Word of God, have not tampered with that word.

The word "maranatha,” to the early Christians, was the greeting of the day as they met each other on the way. It means, "Our Lord cometh!" They wanted each other to know that they were looking for the coming of the Lord. All of life, for them, vibrated with "maranatha"--‑"our Lord cometh.” It was used in benedictions in the celebration of the Lord's Supper. It was used as a slogan for those who went forth to lay down their lives for the Lord's Gospel. As they went forth to the lions, their word was "maranatha." When persecution caused the early Christians to meet in quiet, secret places, the pass‑word was “maranatha." Oh, that we could say as Count Zinzindorf of old, "I have one passion: it is HE and HE ALONE, the Lord Jesus Christ." No earthly power will judge and punish you for lack of love to Christ, but, oh, my friends, think of what it will mean to be shut out, when our Lord COMES AGAIN, "maranatha"---Our Lord cometh!

Now that leads me to the glorious truth found in the fifteenth chapter of John, concerning ABIDING IN CHRIST.

It is necessary that we know this truth today. I know of a lady in Ohio who some time ago lost her husband. It took a long time for her to get victory over the home‑going of her husband. She would write, "I just can't give him up." It wasn't easy. I wrote her frequently, trying to give her consolation from God's Word. I told her that although it was not easy, there was a way of victory, and that was the way of surrendering to God, and of dying to our loved ones. I told her there was no other way to have peace. When the way of peace is to love Jesus Christ first, and Him alone, with all our hearts, then we will be miserable if we have set our love on any inferior being or thing. When that being is taken away from us, then we have nothing upon which to set our affections. If our affections are upon Jesus, and we have died to our loved ones and friends and the things that men love in this world, then it brings peace. It isn't easy, I say again. But it can be done; it ought to be done; it has been done; it is being done, by God's people. We can abide so much in Christ, that when our loved ones go, we still have the object of our greatest love‑--the Lord Jesus! Our affection is in Him! We abide in Him!

Now how important is it for us to learn the lesson of abiding. In John 15, Jesus said, "I am the true Vine. My Father is the Husbandman. Every branch IN ME. . ." Now every Christian is a branch, in the Vine, the Lord Jesus Christ. "Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit, He taketh away." Friends, something is wrong if we are not bearing fruit for the Lord. We ought to be so joined, vitally, to Him, that there will be fruit in our lives. "And every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit." If we are bearing fruit unto the Lord, He will bring purging. That word means cleansing. He will bring it to us in order that we may bring forth MORE fruit! We must be cleaner if we want to have more fruit for God. "Now are ye clean, through the Word that I have spoken unto you." That is why I preach the Bible friends! It is the BIBLE that shows us what we are! It shows up the dirt on our face as a mirror. It shows up the sins in our lives that are hindering us from the blessings of God. It is the WORD, obeyed by us, that cleanses us and brings forgiveness and gives us power to live the life that is pleasing unto the Lord.

Now Jesus said, "Abide in Me, and I in you." Stay in Me. Don't go away from Me. Don't let anything separate you from Me. My friends, I wonder how many of you to whom I am speaking today, have let some sin, some evil, some loved one, some good thing, to separate you from the BEST, the Lord Jesus Christ. Are you ABIDING in Him? Are you REMAINING in Him? Are you staying put, in the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you maintaining the spiritual growth that comes from fellowship with Him?

"As the branch cannot bear fruit, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in Me." Do you know the reason why so many Christians are not bearing fruit to God, why their lives are not counting for the Lord? They are NOT ABIDING IN JESUS. They are not staying close to Him. He is not living through their lives, and they are not living in Him.

"He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without Me, apart from Me, ye can do not one thing." That is a tremendous passage. I don't know how many times, before revival services at night, as I prepared for the evening service in my hotel room, I have claimed that passage! He that abideth IN ME! And I IN HIM! That one will bring forth fruit. That life will count for Him. That person's words will have power to change others' lives. That person will be blessed.

Then comes an awful warning. "If a man abide NOT in Me, he is cast forth as a branch and is withered and men gather such branches and cast them into the fire and they are burned." Oh, friends, withered branches go into the fire! Withered Christians, who haven't let the sap, of the life of Christ, pass through them, who have let something clog the channel, who no longer abide in vital communion with the Vine, letting His Life flow through them‑--such are withered branches, and it is a terrible passage Christ gives us here. They are "cast into the fire." I don't know what that is, but I know I don't want it. I want the smile of Christ. I want to be in communion with the Lord. I want to abide in Him. I don't want His life cut off from my soul!

He said, "If ye abide in Me, and MY WORDS abide in you. . ." How, my friend, can His words abide in you if you neglect your study of the Word of God? How can His words be in you? How can your mind be saturated with His words, unless you TAKE TIME to read the Word of God? There isn't anything miraculous about the Bible, in the sense that it will "come to your mind.” No, you have got to read it and study it. You have to keep your soul focused upon the words of Holy Scripture. You have got to keep your mind, in concentration, upon the words of the Lord. You have got to bring your thoughts into line with the mind of God as He has written it in His Word! He has given us marvelous, eternal, abiding TRUTHS written in His Book. He wants His Truth to permeate your being. Through His Word He will abide in you. If you will take time, an hour a day, in the holy study of the Word of God, and keep coming to it, again and again, and picking it up in your spare moments, reading His blessed Word, memorizing the Scriptures, hiding them away in your heart and mind, then what? "Ye shall ASK WHAT YE WILL, and IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO YOU."

Do you know why some of you are not getting answers to your prayers? Do you know why some of you are begging for your husbands to be saved? Or you are begging for your wives to be saved, or your children, or your fathers and mothers, and they are not coming to the Lord? Because you are not letting God's Word abide in you! You are not keeping your mind on Holy Scripture. You are not letting it permeate your being.

Then the Lord Jesus said, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples." The word "disciple" means "a learner, one who learns." The one who abides in Him learns more and more about HIM! When we stay close to Jesus, when we let no sin separate us from Jesus, no worldly thing, no worldly companion, no worldly literature, but abide in Him and let His words abide in us as we read and love His Holy Bible, then THE RESULT IS ANSWERED PRAYER and the BEARING OF MUCH FRUIT UNTO GOD. We will see lives changed when we stay close to Him.

Now to abide in Christ, friends, Christ must be absolutely FIRST. Not long ago a lady called me over the telephone and told me how her daughter, a young woman, had taken sick, and in two weeks time, had slipped away. She said, "Preacher, I prayed and prayed while she was sick. Then I felt that God wasn't going to take my child. And then suddenly she died. It shocked me. I don't understand it yet. I just KNEW God wasn't going to take my child. But He did take her. Preacher, do you suppose I am not a Christian? Do you suppose I am not really saved? Why wasn't my prayer answered?"

Well, I could tell her why her pray​er wasn't answered. Friends, when our loved ones are sick, when our loved ones are upon death‑beds, we have a right to pray. We have a right to ask God to spare their lives. But there must be ONE WORD ADDED, a word that Jesus added, a word that He Him​self added when He was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.  Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done." Oh, that bitter cup of the sins of the world He was about to drink! It almost killed Him, there in Gethsemane. And He was saying, "Father, if it is possible. . " Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done." GOD was first in His prayer. God was first in His life.

Friends, concerning our loved ones, we don't know whether or not God will take them. If God answered our prayers to save every one of our loved ones as they lay on their death‑beds, then no one would die! We would just pray and our loved ones wouldn't die. But for this dispensation, death is ordained of God. It is in the will of God. Thank God, He will destroy it forever someday. But in the meantime, how are we going to have peace? The answer is to surrender to Him and His will.

When I first went out into full time evangelistic work, I thought I couldn't stand it. I would be gone two or three weeks or a month, sometimes, away from home. I kept thinking about my home, my wife, my children. How do you think I got victory? One day I GAVE THEM UP, to God. To be sure, I would write them, and I would call them on the telephone, I'd think

of them. But immediately, I would say, "Lord, I am dead to them for this time. I give them into Your Hands. If I never see them again, if I die before I see them again, or if they die before I see them, that is in Your Hands. I die to them." And oh, I found peace! I found joy in surrendering to God!

Friends, if you are seeking deep peace in your soul, surrender to God. Abide in Him. Will you do it?
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