A WARNING TO BACKSLIDERS
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Hosea 14:1-4

I want to speak today on Backslid​ing, not to be hurtful, but to be helpful. I want to warn of the dangers in back​sliding. The word itself needs no ex​planation. It means sliding backwards, not going forward, not making pro​gress, deteriorating, loss instead of gain, instead of going with God a going away from God. Backsliding is a term we do not like to use, nevertheless it is a Scriptural truth and it is health​ful for us to think about it. I hope you will listen carefully now as we read Hosea, the 14th chapter. God says:

"0 Israel, return, unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine ini​quity. Take with you words, and re​turn to the Lord, and say unto Him, Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously." Then verse 4: God says, "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for mine anger is turned away."

Now that is a wonderful statement of God. "I will heal their backsliding." "I will love them freely." That means He will love them not for anything in themselves; He will love them because He can't help loving them. It's the out​reaching love of God. He can't help it. God is the most wonderful Being in all the universe.

Now God speaks of healing their backsliding. It is a fall here; they must get up and come back to God. The way we come back to God is to tell Him, in words that come from our hearts, "Lord, take away all our iniquity and receive us graciously." All iniquity---not just part of it.

David cried out to the Lord after his terrible sin and said, "Lord, purge me from mine iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, 0 God." David wanted a clean heart and steadfast spirit that wouldn't fall any more.

"Receive us graciously"--‑not be​cause we are worthy, but just because God is a gracious God.

It is a tremendous thing to back​slide because there is no telling where it will wind up. The other day in a re​vival meeting, a man and his wife sat down front. At the close of the meeting, when I was dealing with souls, the woman came and talked with one of our workers there. She told her story, how that her husband had come from a group that was not evangelical, and that she was backslidden. She was a nurse, but was greatly tempted. She told how she went to work for a certain doctor and there was an awful involve​ment in sin. What an awful thing, an illicit affair. "How can I win my hus​band," she asked, "if I haven't been living right myself?" Oh, the people

in the business world today who are living lives of sin, lives that are drift​ing farther and farther from God! And this woman sat under the sound of the Gospel night after night, the Word of the Lord was penetrating, speaking, convicting, revealing. 

Remember, God's Word doesn't enter your soul to hurt you but to rip out the sore as a doctor would cut out a cancer or terrible growth that would destroy you. That is the object of straight preaching. We do not try to hurt people; we try to get people healed of sin. And thank God, when they do get right with God, they are happy and peaceful and joy​ous. This woman kept coming, night after night. Then one night she came back to the prayer room, and on her knees she surrendered to God. Standing beside her was her husband. He said, "This is the first time I have ever heard the evangelical position of you people made clear, and I have come back to hear more." And having come back, he realized that he was not a Christian, and he received the Saviour there in that prayer room. When? When his wife got right with God. 

Oh, that girl had drifted, had backslidden, into an awful state of sin. Just be​cause she turned from the Lord! When you turn away from God and the Bible and prayer and association with Chris​tians, then the first thing you know you will become involved in something that will break your heart! In this case, it was a nurse working with a doctor, and because she was backslidden, sin entered and brought misery and wretch​edness and ruin. No wonder God speaks against sin. He loves us so much He doesn't want us to get hurt. He warns us in the Bible about sin. We can go on and ignore the Bible. You can turn away from the preacher who is bringing God's Word. You can stay away from church. But someday you will face the fact that you have ruined your life by turning away from GOD.

Have you thought of the PRIVI​LEGE it is to have a Bible? To be able to hear some servant of the Lord as he gives out the Truth faithfully? To have a church nearby where a real man of God is preaching the Bible?

Bible‑preaching ministers are fewer these days. There is a lot of "sermon​izing" today and a lot of flowery speech, but oh, people are HUNGRY for the WORD OF GOD. Should there happen to be some preacher listening today, let me say, dear Brother Min​ister, that people are hungry for you to give them the Word of God. If you want a successful ministry that will pack your church and accomplish things for eternity and bring your own soul and the souls of your people closer to God, and please the Lord, and bring a reward at His Coming, and change lives, then PREACH THE WORD OF GOD. Study the BIBLE and preach it! Do what one of our greatest preachers did. He shut himself in his study from eight until noon and told his people that he had reserved that time for study, and not to ring his telephone because he would be poring over the Word of God, getting a Message from the Lord to give to them the next Sun​day and Wednesday. And people lis​tened to that man! He spoke with au​thority, from the Word of God! Faith​ful preaching! The Spirit of God took the Word of God to the hearts of the people. I'll tell you, I'd rather see lives changed, than to have throngs attend the services and go away hungry in heart, the great need in their souls still unsatisfied. It is a privilege to hear faithful ministers. It is a privilege to have a Bible. As we give heed, we are saved from the awful danger of be​ing backslidden, and what an awful thing it would be to meet God in such a state.

"Return unto the Lord thy God for thou hast FALLEN by thy iniquity." When you sin, you fall. You hurt your​self. Friend, if you are away from God, get up from that fall and come back to Him. Ask God today to take away all your iniquity and to receive you graci​ously. God says, "I will heal your back​sliding. I will love you freely."

I remember a young lady in a cer​tain meeting. She, too, was a nurse. She said, "I want to walk with God, and I want to ask you a question. What about dancing?"

I said, "How old are you?"  She said, "Twenty."  I said, "Do you love Christ?"  She said, "Yes. I love Christ.  

“Well,” I said, "If you love Christ and put Him first in your life, you won't have to worry about the things that are questionable. They will drop off like dead leaves. When the sap comes up in the spring, new leaves come up and crowd off the old. When you love Christ, the love of Christ crowds out the things of the world."

Young people sometimes ask me about questionable things, and I always tell them that when they put CHRIST first in their hearts, these other things will drop off, and they will know what is wrong and what is right. The Spirit of God dwelling in the heart that loves Christ will teach and guide.

This Christian girl, this young nurse, said, "I don't see anything wrong with the dance." I looked at her and said, "Have you ever witnessed to anyone about Christ, and how wonderful He is, on the dance floor?"

She smiled a little and said no, that it wouldn't work. I asked her why it wouldn't work. And she saw it. If she were to ask any of those fellows she was dancing with if they were a Christian, or if they had ever trusted Him as their Saviour, or if they were a child of God, they would laugh at her. It wouldn't be fitting. It would be out of place. The two things do not go together. Then I told her that if she wanted a truly happy Christian life, she would have to go all‑out for God. He says ,"Come out from among them and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing and I will be a Father to you and you will be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord."

Oh, friends, I don't want to drift from God. I want to stay close to Him. I want my hand in God's. I want Him to lead me on. "Lead on, O King Eternal." Hand in hand with the Lord!

Friend, maybe you have fallen by your iniquity. You realize that you have drifted from God and backslidden. You are not happy. You want to be right with God. Listen. God said, "Take with you words." What words? He puts them in your mouth; He tells you what to say to Him. "Take away all my iniquity and receive me graci​ously." When you do that, you have His promise. "I will heal your backslid​ing. I will love you freely. Mine anger is turned away." When we come back to Him, through the Lord Jesus Christ, you are again in fellowship with Him. Friend, if you have drifted, come back to Him now. You'll know joy and peace. Will you do it? God bless you.
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