A STUDY OF HADES
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Matthew 16:18

In Matthew 16:18 we read these words: "And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"

Now in the Revised Standard Version, or "The New Bible,” they have changed it to read, "The powers of death shall not prevail against it" That clearly is an INTERPRETATION and not a translation of the passage. They place in the margin, "The Greek says, THE GATES OF HADES." But in the text, they translate it, "The powers of death." They did not translate the words accurately. That makes it an interpretation, and that is one thing I do not like about the New Revised Standard Version.

It is very interesting to me that in the foreword, where they talk about the New Translation, they make the statement that the Revised Version of 1901 was T00 LITERAL. My friends, when I come to the Bible, what I want is literalness! I want to know just exactly what the Bible says, before I want beauty of language. I want just exactly what those men wrote---the prophets of old and the apostles of the New Testament.

Now let us look at this expression in Matthew 16:18, "the gates of hell.” If you look it up you'll find that the word "hell" here is the word hades. The literal translation is "the gates of hades." Now hades is used ten times in the Greek New Testament. In Matthew 11:23 Jesus says "And thou, Capernaum, shalt be brought down to hell." The literal Greek is, "Unto hades thou shalt come down." The context makes it very plain that Jesus is not talking about "death." By "Capernaum" Jesus did not mean the city, with its buildings and so on, but the people of the city. They would be brought down to hades, Jesus said.

Now hades is not "the grave." Hades is not "death." It is obvious here. JUDGMENT was the thought in the mind of Christ. The people had exalted themselves in sin and rejected Christ, yet they thought they were the best people in the world. They thought they were on their way to heaven, exalted to heaven. But Jesus said that their future, instead of heaven would be hades, would be judgment, for the rejection of Himself as God's Son. So we learn that the penalty for the rejection of God's Son is not the grave. It isn't physical death. The penalty is HADES; the place of lost departed spirits, the place of judgment. These people, thinking they were on their way to heaven, were actually on their way down to judgment.

"Thou shalt come down to hades.”

Hades is down, cata. It is the opposite of heaven in this text. They THOUGHT they were on the way up to heaven, but they were going to be brought down to the opposite, to hades. Just as heaven is not for bodies but for souls, so also is hades not for bodies but for souls. So it can have nothing to do with the "powers of death." It has nothing to do with the "grave." At death, the souls of the saved go to heaven, and hades is a place of judgment where people go when they die rejecting Him as Saviour and Lord.

We have the word hades repeated in the same thought in Luke 15. We will pass that by because it is a parallel to this passage.

Another passage in which we have this word hades (and which the Revised Standard Version mistranslates) is found in Luke 16:23. "The rich man died and was buried AND IN HADES he lifted up his eyes, being in torments." Literally, "in THE hades”; that is, that well‑known place called hades. It was well‑known to the Jewish people. The rich man in hades lifted up his eyes, being IN TORMENTS. This cannot be "the grave," the body is not tormented in the grave. Hades is a place of suffering for souls. His body died and was buried. Those who die, not having repented and taken Christ as Saviour, go to hades immediately and are in torments.  Now we read that the rich man lifted up his eyes being in torments.

Now here is an interesting thing. That cannot mean physical eyes, because his physical eyes died and were buried with his physical body. We read distinctly that he died physically, and that included the eyes, with the rest of the cells of his body. They ceased to function. They ceased to live. They were buried in the grave. But the New Testament speaks of the "eyes of the heart,” in Ephesians; Paul prays that the eyes of your heart be illuminated. So we have "eyes" with which we can see SPIRITUAL things---God and Heaven and Christ---which were not physical at all. Now this rich man died and was buried, and in hades he lifted up his "eyes," the eyes of his heart. A man physically blind can still "see" things with the inner eyes of the heart. Moses, we read in Hebrews 11, endured as "seeing" the INVISIBLE. That is he, "saw" with the eyes of the heart what he could not see with his physical eyes. So here hades is the place where the souls go after death and hades IS NOT, and CANNOT BE, "the grave."

Again we have this word hades in Acts 2:27. "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell." Literally "Thou shalt not abandon my soul to hades." That is the quotation, you remember, from Psalm 16:10. Now David was thinking not of death, but of the life beyond with God. Here, David has the confidence that God will not abandon him, when he dies. He knows God will take care of him, will not give him up, will not leave him, and will not forsake him. (That is what the Greek word en Kataleipo means---"to leave behind, to abandon, to desert, to forsake." It is parallel with the Hebrew word a‑zav, which means, "to abandon, give up, and forsake".) So David thinking of the life beyond, said God would not "abandon" him when he came to die. "Thou will not abandon and forsake my SOUL." The Greek is ten psuchen and it is opposite to Soma, "body.” So David knew his BODY was not going to hades. He was thinking about his SOUL, psuchen is not soma. The body is not the soul. In verse 9 he speaks of "my flesh" (that is, the body) and here he speaks of "my soul" (that is different from, and opposite to the flesh). Hebrew nepesh. So it is very plain here that hades cannot mean the place of "death and the grave,” hades is for the SOUL and the grave is for the BODY. David closes with the glorious thought that instead of God abandoning his soul in death, God will rather show him the "path of life" and will bring him into His "presence" and give him "pleasures forevermore". Isn't that wonderful?

So hades is the OPPOSITE of God's Presence and Heaven and Eternal joy, and it cannot mean "the grave" and simply "death," as the modern translators have it.

In Revelation 1:18 we have our next passage. Jesus says to John as he falls at His Feet as one dead, "Fear not: I am the first and the last and the Living One. I have the keys of THE DEATH and THE HADES." Here we see again that "death" does not mean hades, it is opposite from hades. So when the modern translators translate hades "death," it is not true. It is not accurate. It is an interpretation entirely.

In Revelation 6:8, we read, "And hades follows with him." Here we see destruction going over the earth, and along behind comes Hades. That means the place of lost spirits. When Physical Destruction strikes them, then Hades comes along behind and gathers up their SOULS. Hades is personified here, described as a person "coming along behind" war and judgment and pestilence and gathering up the SOULS of people whose bodies have just died. What a gruesome picture! And yet, it is true. As war strikes over the world, when cities are bombed, how many people are saved? How many bodies die, Hades coming along behind for their souls? That is personification; but the truth is in it. When bodies die, the souls depart. Hades is the place of punishment for the departed spirits of men.

The next passage is found in Revelation 20:13 where we read, "THE death and THE hades gave the dead which were in them." There we have the great judgment when God will call out of the graves the BODIES of people who have died, and hades, the place of departed lost souls, will give up the SOULS in it, those who have passed into the other world. Graves will give up bodies; and they will stand before God at the Great White Throne Judgment of God.

Then Revelation 20:14. "The death and the hades were cast into the lake of the fire." I am calling your attention to the word THE, the definite article in the Greek, because it points out the well‑knownness of these places. Well-known death and well-known hades are cast into the well‑known lake of the well‑known fire. Well, bless your heart; if they were "well‑known" in Jesus day, people are not thinking much about it today. In olden times people thought about death and hades and the lake of fire for the lost, and about heaven, and its bliss for the redeemed. Today people try to avoid such thoughts and they consider us old‑fashioned and full of folly if we preach such things. But, my friends, you cannot change the Bible. This is not my word; this is the word of GOD. So those who reject Jesus, those who willfully stay out of the true church of Jesus Christ (composed only of those who believe on Him) will be cast into a lake of fire---the well-known lake of the well‑known fire. Friends this is the Word of God. You believe it. I am saying to you now, you had better listen to the Word of God! If someone is listening to me now who is not saved, you have not received Christ as your Saviour, let me say to you that WITHOUT CHRIST there is no salvation. I tell you, you MUST HAVE CHRIST if you are to escape the Lake of Fire and come to heaven. Let me beg you to receive Him as your Saviour and Lord NOW before it is too late.

I have in my hand a clipping from a newspaper, published sometime ago. It is called, "A Father's Message to the Next President of the United States." He writes, "I have a son and daughter. Seventeen days ago I gave my only daughter in marriage. The event was not quite as hilarious as the motion pictures would have us believe. There was gaiety and laughter but when I walked down the aisle with Barbara on my arm, my steps were less certain than I had expected. There was a tug at my heart that I had never felt before. Sixteen days ago my only son returned to college. I am beginning to understand what someone said. “Being a parent is just one good‑bye after another."

You know, I sympathize with that man. I know just exactly what he is talking about. But listen: Thank God, FOR THE CHRISTIAN, there are NO GOOD‑BYES. We shall MEET AGAIN. Christians always MEET AGAIN!

Do you have that confidence that when you die you will meet your son, your daughter, your wife, your husband, your father, and your mother? The angels of God, the prophets, the apostles, the LORD JESUS, in a Better World? Do you have that hope? Or, actually in your heart do you have this feeling of "Good‑bye" when separations take place in this life? Well, for the child of God there will be no separations. The child of God will see Christian loved ones again. I'll see my father, my mother, my wife, my daughter, my son, my loved ones, my friends, THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. There is no other way! Christ makes it possible.

So, realizing that, will you bow your head just now and pray, "Lord Jesus, forgive me my sins. Be merciful to me, a sinner, and save me for Your sake. Jesus I trust YOU from this moment on as my Saviour and Lord, to take care of me in life and in death and bring me to heaven so that I can meet my loved ones again and spend a happy eternity with you forever." Will you do it? God bless you.
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