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John 1

Friends, today we want to think about our Blessed Lord, the creation, His manifestation, and His reception in this world.

In John chapter 1 we read of Christ in the creation, the prehistorical Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. "In the be​ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him, and apart from Him was not anything made that was made." (John 1.) There we have Jesus as Creator, His prehistorical Deity as He created the world. Some​times we do not realize this, that the Son of God Whom we worship is far more than man! He is GOD.

We read in Genesis these words, "He made the stars also." Our Lord did make the stars. The study of stars is an amazing thing, and here in the Word of God we read that the literal stars out yonder in space were MADE by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thousands of years ago in Asia Minor men watching the heavens at night noticed that some of the pin​points of light MOVED, and moved in relation to one another. They slowly came to understand that these "wan​derers" (the Greek word meaning "to wander," is the word from which we get our word PLANET) were really moving in regular orbits. They noticed that these planets were circling around the sun (the solar system) and that the sun itself was merely another star. They knew about this tremendous solar system of ours. We think our earth is big, being some 8,000 miles in diameter, and yet the sun is 864,000 miles in diameter. AND JESUS CHRIST MADE IT ALL.

Jesus made the earth for our habita​tion. You know, the planet Mercury could not support life, as we know it. Mercury is only 36,000,000 miles from the sun and has seven times our heat and light, so life as we know it here could not abide on Mercury. Uranus is called the Frozen Planet because it is so far distant from the sun and so cold that with such little light and warmth life as we know it could not be sustain​ed on that planet. This great universe with its billions of stars all circling in perfect precision was the CREA​TION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

"In the Beginning was the Word." Christ was IN THE BEGINNING. Be​fore the creation of the world, CHRIST WAS. He MADE all things! "All things were made by Him, and apart from Him was not anything made that was made."

Later on, my friends, the ancients learned not only that there was a tremendous solar system, but also that the solar system was only a PART of thousands of other systems visible in the sky! We have what we call the Milky Way, which seems to be a band of light across the sky, and yet it is more than a band of light: it is a slow​ly-moving, circular mass of stars. And we are told that there are some 200 billion systems out there in the Milky Way, OF WHICH ours is only a very, very small part! The earth itself is al​most NOTHING considering the tre​mendous solar systems in the Milky Way. Our minds are utterly staggered by the glory of the Son of God in His prehistoric Deity, when we realize that out yonder in the VASTNESS of space there are literally BILLIONS of Milky Ways. That vastness is a terrible thing to think about---the DISTANCES BE​TWEEN the planets. When the astron​omers came to measure the distance, they did not have a measuring device adequate. They had to invent one. They had to convey to human minds some​thing of the DISTANCE between stars, and they call it "the speed of light." LIGHT travels at the speed of 186,000 miles PER SECOND. And the distance light travels IN A YEAR is called a "LIGHT year" and is the measuring rod of the astronomers as they scan the skies!

Today men have learned more about the skies than ever before. They have learned about pulsating stars, that con​tract and swell DAILY. They have learned about HOT stars, such as the sun, which at its surface is 10,000 de​grees Fahrenheit. Yet there are stars in this universe that are EIGHTEEN TIMES hotter than the sun! They have temperatures of 180,000 degrees Fahrenheit. THERE IS FIRE IN THE UNIVERSE, as God says in His Word. God's Word speaks of the EARTH as being MOLTEN, and men have discov​ered it so! In the Universe that JESUS made, there is FIRE. He made it so in His Creation.

So we have a wonderful study in God's Word, the fact that OUR LORD has created and sustained the universe, the prehistorical DEITY of the Lord Jesus Christ. The stars were His crea​tion! He made them with His own power! "All things were made by Him, and apart from Him was not anything made which was made." AN UNBE​LIEVER is the most fantastic thing on the face of the earth, when he looks at the gigantic CREATION and denies the Creator!

Then we have The Star of Jesus' Manifestation in Matthew 2. "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem saying, Where is He that is born king of the Jews? For we have seen HIS STAR in the East and have come to worship Him." I have listened to men trying to explain that star, trying to talk about "a conjunc​tion of stars as they came together" at the time of His birth (around 6 years B. C. because of an error in the calendar). And yet today we know that the STAR was a MIRACULOUS STAR. It came and "stood over the house where the child was" and it GUIDED the wise men of the East. This was the star of His historical ap​pearance, the star of His MANIFES​TATION in Time. We have it in this wonderful statement in Matthew 2. We read of the wise men, "The star which they saw in the East went before them till it came and stood over where the young child was, and when they saw the star they rejoiced with exceed​ing great joy." God could lead these wonderful men by the manifestation of a STAR and lead them to the Christ Child.

So we have the Stars of His Crea​tion, and we have the Star of His Manifestation.

One morning while a picture on the Life of Christ was being shown in Sunday School I was struck by two things. As the angel appeared to that virgin girl Mary, with the announce​ment of the birth, that she would conceive and bring forth a Son who would be the Son of GOD, Mary turn​ed to the angel and said, "How can I, seeing that I know not a man?" And the angel explained to her that the Holy Ghost would overshadow her. In that moment it was brought to me in a new way---I knew it before from the reading of the Scriptures, but this somehow brought it out---the fact that Mary the pure virgin girl, was under the STIGMA OF IMPURITY. And JESUS, the Son of God, had the STIGMA of being an illegitimate child! You remember that the Jews of that day who did not believe on Him flung in His teeth, "WE are not born of fornication!"

The question came to me, "Why would God let His Son be born under the stigma of illegitimacy?" And it oc​curred to me with such force just then that there was NO OTHER WAY that GOD could BECOME MAN. There wasn't any other way! Had Jesus had an EARTHLY FATHER He wouldn't have been GOD. He would have been simply a man, and a sinner, and He couldn't be a REDEEMER because He would have been a sinner even as you and I are sinners, and a sinner can't save a sinner. The only way that God could become man in absolute purity and in absolute HOLINESS was that He be born of a human mother but have God for the Father. That is why, in very careful words, God made plain to Mary that the Holy Ghost would overshadow her and the Holy Thing born of her should be called The Son of God. It was the HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD that conceived the Child. The HOLY SPIRIT stepped into the womb of the virgin that GOD might be born into this world as a Child. It is startling when you realize that this pure, godly young woman said, "Be it unto me even as thou hast said. Behold, the handmaid of the Lord!" Mary, a pure, sweet, chaste, godly VIRGIN GIRL, without a husband, ENDURED the awful stigma of impurity, the whisper​ings of people who were against her. Even among friends, questionings would surely come to their minds. We do not have any direct revelation given to anyone except to Joseph, her hus​band-to-be, and to Elizabeth and to Zechariahs. Only to those four persons was definite word given from God about this Child that was to be born of Her being GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. This was a HOLY THING, a HOLY THING beyond any other holy thing that has ever been in this world. There was NO shame, NO stigma, NO impurity attached to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet Mary ENDURED all that people said about her. That was the only way that THE INCARNATION OF GOD could take place, the only way that God could become man. It was marvelous, the FAITH of these to whom God spoke. Surely FAITH takes God at His Word! FAITH doesn't argue about details. Mary could have said, "But, Lord, I'll be under the stigma of impurity! I'll have to endure the gibes of the godless and the whisperings and gossiping of those who do not understand." She could have said that, but she didn't. She simply said, "Behold, the handmaid of the Lord. Be it unto me according to Thy Word." FAITH ever takes God at His Word.

So we have the STARS of Christ's creation, and THE STAR of His mani​festation, when He came and dwelt among men. And the next is the STARS OF DESOLATION that are coming with His RETURN back to this world.

In Isaiah God speaks of a terrible Day of the Lord. It is coming, the day of God's JUDGMENT upon a world that has rejected the Lord Jesus Christ! For 2,000 years His Gospel has been preached among men, and yet today there are more unbelieving people than when He began 2,000 years ago. Mo​hammedans are gaining more converts to their cause FASTER than Christians are to Christ. The Church is a "little" flock! The Gospel is being preached as a witness in all the world today, and today as never before the Gospel is going forth to those who have never heard. And yet, those who believe in Christ, here in our own States, in our own city, are a SMALL group. They are a small group, compared with those who DO NOT believe on Him. Mul​titudes make no profession of religion at all. And out of those who do "make profession" MANY do not believe in God's wonderful SON. And, "he who rejects THE SON rejects THE FATH​ER," is the Word of God.

Now God is not going to put up with this condition forever---sin and unbe​lief and war and destruction. If men had followed Jesus the Prince of Peace when He came into this world, if they had let Him into their hearts, there would be no terrible conditions on earth, as we know them today.

STARS OF UNIVERSAL DES​TRUCTION AND DESOLATION we find in Isaiah 13. God is going to clean up this present universe! The stars that Jesus created HE WILL BLOT OUT. He is going to create A NEW EARTH wherein nothing will dwell but right​eousness and the righteous! 

Isaiah 13: "Howl, ye, for the Day of the Lord is at hand. It shall come as destruc​tion from the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be faint and every man's heart shall melt! They shall be afraid. Pangs and sorrow shall take hold of them. They shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth. They shall be amazed one at another. Their faces shall be as flames! Behold, the Day of the Lord COMETH, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate, and He shall destroy sinners thereof out of it." Verse 10: "For the STARS OF HEAVEN (the stars I've just been telling you about, the stars of His creation) and the constellations thereof shall not give their light. The sun shall be darkened in its going forth. The moon shall not cause her light to shine." (Listen!) "And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity. I will cause the ar​rogancy of the proud to cease and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a man more precious than fine gold, even a man, than the golden wedge of Ophir." 

God says when He gets through with this judgment it will be rare to find a human being left! "Therefore I will SHAKE THE HEAVENS." That's the universe. God is going to SHAKE it! It is in order today, kept by the Hand of God. If not, there would be worlds in COL​LISION, stars in collision, solar sys​tems in collision, terrible CHAOS. That is going to TAKE PLACE. "Therefore I will shake the heavens, AND THE EARTH SHALL REMOVE OUT OF HER PLACE." Jesus Himself is the One KEEPING this world in its orbit. But here we have the prediction that the earth shall MOVE OUT OF HER PLACE, "in the wrath of the Lord of Hosts in the day of His fierce anger."

In Second Peter 3 GOD SAYS that this earth is "STORED WITH FIRE, to the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men," and He says the day is COMING when "the heavens shall pass away with a thunderous, crash and the heavenly bodies will melt with fervent heat, and the EARTH and all of its works SHALL BE BURNED UP." Those are God's words in Second Pet​er 3.

We read in Revelation that this pres​ent heaven and earth shall pass away, and He is going to create "a new heav​en and a new earth, wherein dwelleth RIGHTEOUSNESS."

So in Isaiah 13, and in Second Pet​er 3, and in the Revelation, we have THE STARS OF UNIVERSAL DE​SOLATION, universal destruction, and worlds in COLLISION! The PASSING AWAY of God's original creation, and the creating of a NEW UNIVERSE and a NEW EARTH, wherein there will be no trace of sin, unbelief or wickedness. There will be no war with man's hand against his neighbor. There will be peace; such as we have never known.

And that leads me to the last STAR, and I'll have to close with this thought today. We've had the STARS OF CRE​ATION (John 1, "He made all things"), and we've had the STAR OF HIS MANIFESTATION (Matthew 2, His historical appearance in Time), and we've had the STARS OF DE​SOLATION AND UNIVERSAL DES​TRUCTION (coming at the Return of Jesus and the introduction of the Day of God's Wrath upon an unbelieving, Christ-rejecting world, filled with blood and murder and thievery and adultery and shame and sin).

Then finally---and thank God if you know the LORD--- we have THE STAR OF A GLORIOUS AND COM​PLETE CONSUMMATION. Revelation 22: 16. Jesus closes this marvelous book by saying, "I JESUS have sent Mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the Root and Offspring of David. I am the bright and the morning STAR."

You've gone out, haven't you, in the morning before the sun was up, and you've seen that "morning star" shin​ing in the sky? It is called "the MORNING star" because it is the star of DAWN. It is the herald of the ap​proach of DAY. It appears JUST BE​FORE SUNRISE!

At Jesus' Return HE WILL BE THE STAR OF DAWN! His coming will mean the SUNRISE of a new DAY. It will mean God's Emancipation of the human race. In the Book of Malachi God says, "The SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS shall RISE with healing in His wings."

You say, "Well, what has all that to do with us in a practical way?" Well, remember, "as one star dif​fereth from another star in glory, so also shall it be in the resurrection from the dead." Those who love Christ and are serving Him "shall shine as the stars forever and ever, we read in Daniel 12.

So you love the Lord? Have you re​ceived Him as Saviour and Lord of your life? Are you serving Him? If not, trust Him, accept Him, and LIVE for Him! You will never regret it. Will you settle the matter today? God help you to do it. God bless you for now, and goodbye.

THE STAR

God promises to guide those who are willing to follow His leading. We can start out, having only the Light of the Word of God upon our way, and at the end of the trail we SHALL FIND CHRIST. God will be faithful to lead us, step by step, BY HIS WORD.

The star was a "sign" to the wise men. Today all the SIGNS needful for the RETURN of Jesus Christ have been SEEN. They have been fulfilled.

True Christians are looking to the skies these days! They are not think​ing so much about the sputniks and intercontinental missiles, but are scanning the skies for the sudden, glorious RETURN OF CHRIST.
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