A STUDY OF ROBES IN THE BIBLE

Jesse M. Hendley

Revelation 7:9

If you have your Bible, turn with me, please to Luke 20:46, and we are studying today about ROBES, as found in the Scriptures. It is an important study, friends.

First of all, we have the Robe of Religious Pride. That is a hellish robe.

In Luke 20:46, Jesus says, "Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes and love greetings in the market places and the highest seats in the synagogues and the chief rooms at the feasts, and which devour widow's houses and for a show make long prayers. The same shall receive greater damnation."

The Robe of Religious Pride! Here they are, strutting around in their long robes, loving greetings in the market places, as people bow before them as saintly people, choosing the highest seats in the synagogues, the chief rooms at the feasts, the old, hellish sin of pride. And yet underneath is a sinful, wicked heart, because they devour widow's houses, making their money off widow's houses and make long prayers, just for the show of it all, pretending to be men of prayer. Yet their hearts are wrong with God!

This reminds us, friends that it isn't the externalities that count. It isn't the exterior. God looks at the HEART. God knows our lives! There are men who are making their money on false ways, from those who are poverty stricken, those who are in need. I tell you, they'll receive greater damnation. Instead of helping people up, they are engaged in businesses that strike people down. Yet they make a religious pretense! Well, Jesus speaks with thunderous denunciation against such people, that their damnation is just and shall come. The Robe of Pride! Jesus said that except a man humble himself and become as a little child, and turn to God through Christ, and live a spiritual life, such a man is lost.

The next robe we have is the Black Robe of Sorrow. Many of us have had that robe.

In Job, chapter 1, verse 20, we read, "Then Job arose, and rent his robe and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped." A messenger had just come and told him that his sons and daughters had been eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house, when there came a great wind from the wilderness and smote the four corners of the house and it fell upon them. The messenger said, "They are dead, and I only am escaped to tell thee." Then Job arose and rent his mantle, his robe, a sign of his great grief over the loss of his children. He shaved his head, fell down upon the ground, and WORSHIPPED GOD. He said, "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."

Then there is a wonderful word, friends, that is applicable to every one of us, in the hour of sorrow. "In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." He didn't let any foolish words come. He didn't blame God for the loss of his children. He didn't blame GOD for all of this. He knew God loved him. He knew God would work everything out for him. And you remember, at the close of the Book of Job we learn that God did work out things well for Job, for he said, with marvelous faith, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him."

The Robe of Sorrow! In the time of sorrow, the devil whispers all kinds of accusing things about God. He tries to slander God's love for you. Friends, that's the devil's lie. In the hour of sorrow, do not impute to God foolish things. Do not sin against God. Do not charge God foolishly. But TRUST THE LORD. TRUST AND OBEY. There is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

The Black Robe of Sorrow will come to each of us sooner or later. And it is wonderful in that hour to know Job, the first chapter. Don't forget the first, great, tremendous chapter of Job! We came out of eternity alone, and we are going back alone. One day we'll be stripped of every earthly thing, and we're going back to the God who created us.

I try to tell people that. I try to tell them that the only Security we have is GOD. He is the only One you can own! You cannot own property, you cannot own your loved ones, you cannot own your body, and you cannot own anything but GOD. Thank God, we can possess HIM. True Security is to have God, to love God, to know God, to walk with God, to know He is taking care of us through life's sickness, through life's sorrows---right on through to Glory! Oh, the Black Robe of Sorrow! But precious comfort comes, when you wear that Black Robe of Sorrow, if you are able to say, "God is looking after me. The Lord is my Shepherd. Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away. It is all the LORD'S doing. As for me, I'm not going to rebel against what He does. If He takes my children, I am going to say, `Blessed be the name of the Lord.' " That is the attitude for the child of God. That is the attitude of reasonableness. That is the attitude of blessing, in the hour of deep sorrow.

The next robe that we have is the Scarlet Robe of Mockery. Mocking the Lord Jesus and His Gospel!

Matthew 27, verse 28. The soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall and gathered unto Him the whole band of soldiers, and they stripped Him and put on Him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand, and they bowed the knee before and mocked Him saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They spat upon Him and took the reed and smote Him on the head, took the robe off Him and put His own raiment on Him and led Him away to crucify Him. The Robe of Mockery of Jesus Christ and what He stands for!

Friends, you say, "I wouldn't stand with that mob!" But any man, who does not take His stand with Jesus, TAKES his stand with those who mocked the Son of God, those who put on Him the scarlet robe and made fun of the Son of God as He was dying for their sin! What a difference between that man who mocks the Gospel of Christ and the Son of God, and that person who humbly kneels at the foot of the Cross, and instead of mocking, says, "Lord, remember me, when, Thou comest into Thy Kingdom. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Thou art the Sacrifice for my sin. Thou art He Who has come to save my soul. My Jesus, I love Thee. I know Thou art mine. For Thee, all the follies of sin I resign. My blessed Redeemer, my Saviour art Thou! If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, tis now!"

One of the two you'll certainly do. You'll either wear the robe of mockery, or, you'll bow your knee at the foot of His Cross! And if you do not bow your knee, you are SIDING‑--whether you mock Him actually with your lips or not--‑with that crowd who on that day mocked the Son of God and put on Him a scarlet robe and made FUN of Him!

The next robe we have is the Robe of Righteousness. We have it in the return of the prodigal son, in Luke 15: 22.  "And he arose and came to his father, and when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him, and the son said unto his father, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.' But the father said, `Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet, and bring hither the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry, for this my son was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry."

Oh, the joy in heaven when a sinner humbles himself and comes home to GOD. What is awaiting him? Condemnation? No. Rebuke? No. Exhortation? No. The father didn't say, "All right, son, I'll put you on probation, and if you'll do thus and so, then I'll begin to bless you." No, immediately the father was happy. Immediately forgiveness was complete. The father didn't even bring it up. Just the fact that his son wanted to come home was all he wanted, and he said, "Bring here THE BEST ROBE and put it on him." The son said, "I am unworthy." And he was, but the father said, "Bring the BEST ROBE. He is my son!" Complete restoration!

I may be speaking to someone today who once walked very close to God but has wandered away. Do you think God doesn't love you anymore? It's a lie. GOD LOVES YOU. His love hasn't changed by your conduct at all. All He wants you to do is come home, that's all. He wants you to love Him. He wants your heart, and the minute you come, He'll welcome you. He'll bring out the best robe! He will cast it about your shoulders. It is the Robe of God's Own Righteousness. He puts it around the shoulder of the penitent sinner who comes Home to Him.

If you are an unsaved person today, God loves you. God so loved the world---that means you; you are a part of this world. He gave His only begotten Son, FOR YOU! He couldn't have done anything more precious than that. The dearest thing He had He gave, that you might be saved.

Finally, we have the Robe of the Redeemed…… In Revelation 7:9, we read, "After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, kindreds, people and tongues, stood before the throne in heaven and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands." That is a heavenly scene. Over yonder on the other side God is going to cast about our shoulders a white robe, of absolute purity! That means we shall be absolutely perfect. We'll never know sin anymore forever, in that holy place that God has prepared for those who love Him!

Oh, my friend, today wherever you are, come to the Lord Jesus, won't you? Believe in Him. He'll save you, take care of you in life and death, and bring you to heaven. When you accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal SAVIOUR, God gives you HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, and you stand before Him COMPLETE in Christ. Your sin‑question is settled, in Christ. You will stand before the Throne faultless, because of Christ! PUT YOUR TRUST IN HIM, TODAY, AND BE SAVED. Will you do it?
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