A STUDY OF OUR INHERITANCE
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Romans 8, Matthew 21:38

Now, friends, if you have Bibles, turn with me to one of the greatest chapters of the Bible, Romans 8, and also Matthew 21:38. We are studying today "An Heir"---the heir that we be​come when we believe on the Lord Jesus. We are "heirs of God, joint ​heirs with Christ," Romans 8:17.

Now we have studied our POSSES​SIONS that we receive, the property that we inherit from God when we be​lieve. It is the Greek word kleronomia, a wonderful word: our "inheritance." And we do well to keep our eyes on that which is OURS, now. We haven't realized it yet in fullness, because we must go on to be with Him first. An heir doesn't receive all that comes to him (though it has been PROMISED to him) until a certain time, and with us it is when we go Home to be WITH Him.

Now we are studying today, "heir,” kleronomos. It comes from kleros, meaning "a lot or an allotted portion," and nemomai, meaning, "to possess." To possess an allotted portion that has been given to you! So it means an HEIR or a POSSESSOR.

When you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you become a possessor of things---immediately---that you could never possess any other way! That's why people are so foolish to shut God out of their lives. How many people today, if they could fall heir to a mil​lion dollars, would do anything in the WORLD to come to that place where it would be their right to receive that million dollars! Well, God, by our faith in the Lord Jesus, makes us HEIR of all that He has! We become immensely wealthy when we simply believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now let's see about this word HEIR or POSSESSOR from the Word of God. The first passage is Matthew 21:38. "But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, THIS IS THE HEIR. Come, let us kill him, and let us seize his inheritance! And they caught him and cast him out of the vineyard and slew him."

There is a picture of Jesus, foretold before He died on the cross. It is the parable of the householder who planted a vineyard. He rented it out to hus​bandmen and went into a far country. And when the time came for the fruit to be gathered, he sent his servants to bring some of it to him. Those servants represented the prophets. Finally the householder sent his own son, and the husbandmen said, "Let us kill him, for he is the heir." Jesus was the Heir of all that God possesses.

You and I, God says, are heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ. There is a pass​age about that in Galatians 4:1. "Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; but he is un​der tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father." Now he is using human analogy for spiritual truth. He is talking about an heir in human circles. Here is a little child, a five-year-old boy, and that child is HEIR to his father's estate. He lives on a big estate, in a beautiful home, and has everything heart could desire. But he is no different in some ways from a servant. None of those things BELONG to him. The house doesn't belong to him, the lands do not belong to him, the vehicles do not belong to him, and the servants do not belong to him. He is no different from a servant at all in his POSSESSIONS. Actually, he has no legal right to anything. It is PROMISED to him, but it doesn't BE​COME HIS until the time appointed by the father. I like that expression. The father appoints the time when his son shall RECEIVE all his possessions. They are his by right of BIRTH, but they do not actually become his by ex​perience until the time appointed by the father.

Now our Heavenly Father has made us heirs of all that He possesses. Heirs of the Kingdom! "Heirs of God, joint ​heirs with Christ," heirs of everything God possesses. "All things are yours," is what He tells us when we believe. But all things are NOT mine today! There are some saints of God in this world today who are almost starving to death. Why? Because the "time ap​pointed" is not yet come! There is "an appointed time" when we ENTER IN and RECEIVE all the realization of the---good things of God.

Oh, my friends, how can we throw away THIS? Tell me! How can a man turn his back on the wealth of God that is his if he'll only come to God through Christ, and love God and love Christ, and serve God and serve Christ? It is his by right of PROMISE. So, the time appointed for US is the time when the Lord Jesus returns, or when we go to be with HIM. That is when we become heirs of everything God has and we enter into the glory.

The other day I was sitting with some friends who had just come back from the cemetery. This lady was say​ing that she had just been to the grave of her little girlie. And she said, "I've heard you say many a time, Preacher, that you never go to the cemetery where the bodies of your mother and dad are buried. You say it is because they aren't there. But I don't feel quite that way about it; I feel that somehow or other I ought to go to the grave​side." I told her the reason why I felt that way. I said, "I live so much in the Bible and spiritual truths that they are very real to me. My mother isn't over there in that grave; there is nothing there but the old dust, the old house she lived in. That body has decayed, and I don't want to have anything to do with it. I don't mean I did not love my mother's body. But I mean by that, that it is in a state of decay. You can't get any appreciation out of decay, dust. That's all there is there! We ought to lift up our eyes to heaven, where our loved ones ARE, already having entered into their INHERIT​ANCE! That's where they ARE---in GLORY! One day, of course, they will return, and their bodies will be raised and they will be reunited with their bodies. But in the meantime they have entered into their inheritance, and I wouldn't have them back for the world, would you?"

Oh, beloved, there are some wonder​ful things God has for those who love Him!

Now in Hebrews 1:2 we read of the inheritance of Christ. It refers to Jesus. "God who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He bath appointed HEIR OF ALL THINGS." Now there God says that He has appointed His Son Heir of all things. That means everything!  Jesus possesses ALL THINGS. His Father has given to His Son the right to own everything. JESUS is the OWNER of this world, of this universe!  This universe with all of its tremendous worlds and its solar systems. They all belong to Jesus. God has given it all to Him.

And the interesting thing is, YOU AND I are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. Romans 8:17, "Heirs of God and joint ​heirs with Christ." So when God gave Jesus everything, He also gave every​thing to US, because we are JOINT​ heirs with Him!

In Romans 4, verse 13 and 14 we read the inheritance of Abraham. "For the promise that he should be heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed THROUGH THE LAW, but through the righteousness OF FAITH. For if they which are OF THE. LAW be heirs, then faith is made void, and the promise of none effect."

Notice Abraham. We are saved just as Abraham was: BY FAITH. He be​came heir of the world THROUGH FAITH! Simply by his faith in God, God gave him the whole world. Isn't that wonderful?

The same thing comes to us, for we are saved just as Abraham was, and we'll GET just what Abraham got​ by faith. My friends, the only way to get the great, abiding things is by FAITH! If you don't have faith in God, and if you throw away your faith in Him, and you don't live the life of faith here, then you're going to LOSE the true possessions! The only way you can get the possessions that ABIDE is by FAITH---just like Abraham.

I want you to notice the expression, "For the promise that he should be heir of the world came to Abraham by faith." When Abraham put his faith in God, in what God said, then God promised him that he should be heir of the world, that He would give him the whole world! It was to be his possession---the whole world! Now that refers not only to Abraham, but also to Israel, his seed.

I remember yonder in our Senior Greek class under Dr. Hersey Davis, we were reading the Epistle to the Romans in the Greek, and my time came for recitation one morning. It just so happened that this was the passage that he called on me to read. I read the passage. Then he said to me, "Brother Hendley, what does that pass​age mean, that Abraham had been promised of God that he should be heir of the world?"

I said, "It means that the Jewish people, Abraham and his seed, will inherit the entire world during the coming Millennium when Jesus returns. They will be the leading nation, as God says in many other passages. God promised the whole world to Abraham and his seed."

And he looked down over his glasses (I'll never forget him: I respected him highly) and said, "WHAT, Brother Hendley???"

Well! I don't know what he meant by that, because I never asked him. But he surely did teach me some Greek, and he taught me more of the Epistle to the Romans than I can tell. I respect his memory. He is in heaven today. And I sustained a real personal loss when Dr. Davis died not too long ago.

But that is what the passage MEANS; I am sure of that. Abraham's seed SHALL INHERIT THE WORLD. Now I believe that that means two things. First, that Abraham has TWO seeds, the physical seed which is the Jewish nation, and during the Millennium they are going to inherit the entire world, the entire earth. But, the great​er fulfillment is for his SPIRITUAL seed! Believers! And the time is com​ing when the saints (Daniel 7 and else​where) shall POSSESS THE KING​DOM and reign forever and ever! Abraham's SPIRITUAL SEED is the main thought.

Now. It is used of CHRISTIANS, too, in Galatians 3:29. We found that Christ inherited the world. We found that Abraham inherited the world. (Christ inherited "ALL things”; Ab​raham was promised "the WORLD"). We found that IN CHRIST WE inherit all things. Now in Galatians 4:29 we read, "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's SEED and HEIRS ac​cording to the promise." Now that goes back to Abraham inheriting the world; so believers shall inherit the world. The time is coming when the saints of God shall rule over this entire world. (We are going to learn an amazing thing soon in this study of Romans; don't miss the coming broadcasts.)

Now in Titus we have an important passage in regard to this word HEIR. "That being justified by His grace we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." So, we have fallen HEIR to eternal life! It is God's GIFT to us. When you put your faith in Jesus you not only become with Ab​raham heir of this world; you not only become with Christ heir of all things, owning everything in the universe; BUT you fall heir to ETERNAL LIFE. You OWN, you POSSESS eternal LIFE the minute you BELIEVE! You are made an heir. You are made a possessor according to the hope of eternal life.

Isn't that a wonderful thing, that you POSSESS NOW eternal life? Now all the fullness of that hasn't come to us yet, but it will! It will, when we go to be with the Lord or when He comes for us.

Now James 2, verse 5. "Hearken, my beloved brethren! Hath not God chosen the poor of this world, but rich in faith, heirs of the kingdom which He bath promised to them who love Him?" You say, "Brother Hendley, I am poor." You look on television and see the television stars, actors and ac​tresses, singers, musicians, making ter​rific salaries, wealth rolling into their hands. You look at men of high repute and great fame and wealth in the world, and you envy them.

Child of GOD---do not envy anyone! I don't care how poor you are in this world's goods; God bath CHOSEN the "poor" of this world, but RICH IN FAITH, to be HEIRS OF HIS KING​DOM! And even though you are poor in this present world, if you are a be​liever in Christ you POSSESS HIS KINGDOM. You are an HEIR! You are a POSSESSOR! If you'll just take your King James Version and run the word HEIR, and use the word POSSESSOR, and then ADD IT UP, and see what you POSSESS by BELIEVING on the Lord---God's plain promise to you, with no stipulations, God's GIFT to you​, you will see that though you are poor in this world, you are RICH and an HEIR TO THE KINGDOM, by FAITH! Thank God for the RICHNESS of faith! Rich people, if they have no FAITH, are POOR. If they have no faith in God, no faith that is living and vital, they are to be pitied. Hold up your head, child of God! You are a child of the King! "With Jesus my Saviour, I'm a child of the King." Sing it out! You may have only bread on your table, a bare floor, and a poor roof over your head, but soon you will enter into the Glory, into the fullness of the blessing God has given to you in CHRIST.
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