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Revelation 1:19

The Book of the Revelation is in three​fold division as to time: "That which is, and which was, and which is to come," past, present and future.

The first chapter of this wonderful book records the words of the Lord Jesus Christ to John on the Isle of Patmos, "Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.”  (Rev. 1:19.)  In the first chapter, John is seeing a vision of Christ.  Chapters 2 and 3 con​cern "the things which are," and deal with the S e v e n Churches.  From chapter 4 to the end of the book we read of "the things which shall be hereafter," and we are told about the Great Tribula​tion Period when the wrath of God shall be poured out upon the earth, when the Devil's Anti‑Christ shall be reigning and the earth will have seven years of the greatest suffering and sorrow that has ever been known.  We are told about the ultimate glory of the redeemed and the eternal damnation for the unsaved.

There is one glorious thing about it, Child of God, and that is that according to His Promise, Christ is coming to take His Own out of this world before the Tribulation takes place.  God has said that, and He cannot lie.  It is a wonder​ful thing to be saved.  And it is going to be a wonderful thing to be caught up into the air to meet Christ and escape the terrible things that shall come upon the earth.  There is coming a time of sorrow, Jesus said, so great that if He did not come again there would be no flesh left alive on the earth.

Today our statesmen have reason to be fearful.  They know world conditions, and they have reason to be sweating and doing all they can do because the world is heading for a time of trouble such as it has never known before; ungodliness is coming to a head.  

Earth's time of sor​row is dawning, the greatest sorrow ever known.  But, Child of God, the Lord tells us that when the night grows dark we are to look up!  "Look up, for your redemption draweth nigh!”  It will be the completion of our salvation.  Jesus is coming again for every soul who has trusted Him, believed on Him, allied him​self with the Lord Jesus Christ, and has stepped out in opposition to the perse​cuting world.  He said that He would come back for us one great day and that we would be caught up to meet Him in the air.

One of our great American preachers was riding a train one time and he met a man who was supposed to know the Scriptures and be a minister of the Word.  The man was obviously a Catho​lic priest.  The great preacher sat there and finally began talking with the priest.  He said, "You know, I am a priest, too."  The man replied, "Why, you aren't dress​ed like a priest?”  "But I AM a priest,” continued the preacher, and he proceeded to read to him from the first chapter of Revelation where we are told, "He hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father.”  (Rev. 1:6).  "You see," He went on, "We all became priests unto God the moment we believed on Christ.  Then there is another passage in the epistle of Peter that tells us we are priests of God.”  The man hadn't heard of that before; he had been taught things about his church but wasn't informed about the Scripture.  (Oh, friends, how important it is that we know the Word of God!)  And so they went right on with their conversation as the train sped on, day and night, across the country.  The next day when they were about to part Company, they had had such a good time together that the godly preacher said, "I wish you could come along with me now.”  The priest said that he, too, had enjoyed their being together, but that of course they would have to go their separate ways.  Finally, the preacher said, "Well, brother, good‑bye," and the priest said, "I hope I may meet you again sometime in the future, but I guess I'll never see you again.”  (He didn't have the knowledge of the Scriptures).  The preacher said, "Oh, yes, we'll see each other again.”  The priest asked him what he meant.  The godly man replied according to God's Word:  Friend, we are obliged to meet again, either at the Rapture of the Church or at the Great White Throne Judgment.  If you are saved and a child of God, then we shall meet when Christ takes His own out of this world, for I know I am saved and belong to Him.  But, my brother, if you have not believed on Him and are not born again, I will meet you at the Great White Throne Judgment.  However, then I will be seated with the judge and you will be standing before the bar of God, the one who will be judged in that terrible hour.  In that day, those who do not belong to Him will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  So, whether in the Rapture, or at the judgment, we shall surely meet again.

Did that godly preacher tell him the truth?  Certainly he did.  The Lord says that the day is coming when we shall judge the world, we shall judge angels.  Our own judgment for sin is PAST, Child of God, for God sees us in Jesus, and Jesus was our substitute on the Cross of Calvary, bearing our judgment on that awful day.  God in His infinite mercy and grace lets the sinner come to Calvary and plead the blood and claim Jesus as his personal sin‑bearer.  The price, once it is paid, need not be paid again!

Unsaved friend, let me speak earnestly with you for a moment: You don't want to come into judgment.  Don't you want God to regard your judgment as past?  Listen; a real Christian finds comfort in the words of Jesus (John 5:24), "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into JUDGMENT (condemnation), but IS PASSED from death unto Life.’’  Already passed from death to life?  Yes, because the soul has heard and believed!  Judgment is past.  On the cross of Calvary, GOD JUDGED THE SINS OF E V E R Y SOUL IN THE WIDE WORLD.  Any man who comes to the cross and looks at Jesus and says in his heart, "There my judgment took place," will never have to stand before the Great White Throne judgment and be judged for his sins, because that soul has identified himself with the Son of God on Calvary, Who there became his Saviour!  Jesus said, "Whosoever believeth.”  So your eternal soul IS PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE the moment you BELIEVE IN HIM.

I don't understand why any soul in the world would turn down Jesus, would turn down such a glorious salvation, would turn down the glorious things God has in store for all who do believe in Him!  Don't talk to me about my future judgment for sin, because I am going to be seated with the judge Himself.  He said so!  Every soul who has trusted Jesus and stepped out into new life in Him, has allied himself with Christ, will surely be with Christ when He judges the world.  We will be judging angels on that great day.

The godly preacher was indeed telling the truth.  He knew God's Word.  Friends, some of you have been hearing me preach the Word for many years.  You have heard the Gospel time and again, not only from my voice, but also from many other men who preach God's Truth.  If EVER you have heard the Word faithfully preached, you are responsible.  You have been responsible since the first time you heard the Truth.  The responsibility since that time has been UPON YOU to reach out and claim for yourself the Gift of Salvation through Jesus Christ.  If you have already done it, if you are depending upon the blessed Saviour to save your soul, then you are saved, and right there, where you are now, you would be caught up to meet the Lord Jesus if He should come in the next moment.  And He says, "So shall ye ever be with the Lord.”  All believers will meet yonder at the judgment seat and will mingle together as God's saints for all eternity.

But listen, if you are one who has rejected Him, and either willfully or indifferently refused to listen to God's voice and the Only Way of salvation, then you will not be on the side with Christ and His Own on that great day.  While He and all His saints will be reigning on this earth during the Millennium, your body will be sleeping in the grave and your soul will be yonder in Hell.  Then after the Millennium is over, the second great resurrection of judgment will take place.  All the bodies of lost souls (souls who have rejected Christ and rebelled against God) in all the cemeteries and in the depths of the season and in every kind of grave in the world will come up and be made whole.  Their lost souls will come streaming up out of Hell, be reunited to these bodies and appear before the great white throne judgment of God.  And there, unsaved friend, you will see Christians you despised and laughed at and mocked.  They will be sitting with Jesus on the throne of judgment, and you will be judged by those very people you once laughed at.  Christ will mean all the difference in eternity whether your soul is lost or saved!  Unsaved friend, I am preaching God's Word to you.  Better get right with God and take Christ and live for Him!

I wonder if I am speaking now to a wife in a home, and you are saved but your husband is unsaved.  You are a child of God, but he has never done anything about his eternal soul.  You have been pleading with him to go to church, and you have shed tears over him, and you have done your best to make him think about the things of eternity.  But he has only laughed at you or been indifferent and unconcerned.  The day is coming, Christian wife, when you will be sitting on the judgment side of the bar and will pass sentence on your husband.

I may be speaking to some son or daughter whose Dad and Mother are Christians.  They have tried to get you to accept Christ and live for Him, but you have not yielded to their Christian teaching but have gone on with the godless crowd that cares nothing about the Lord Jesus Christ.  You have perhaps called Dad and Mother, "old fogy" for trying to get you to think about your eternal soul.  Listen, the day is coming when they will be separated from you at the judgment bar, and will have to pass sentence on your Christ‑denying soul, your soul that will be lost for eternity because you didn't do something about it in time!  They will have to pass judgment on you in that day.  You may look with contempt upon Christians now, but the day is coming when you would GIVE ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING YOU HAD to be able to exchange places with the humblest Christian you ever knew.

I may be speaking to some businessman.  You are more interested in your business than in your own eternal soul!  God and Christ and the Bible and your own soul are not given much thought.  My friend, come to the Word of God.  Search it for your self.  See for yourself that what I am saying is Truth.  I am telling you God's Word, for I realize that someday I must give an account of my preaching.  The day is coming when the humblest Christian you ever knew will sit in judgment against you, although you may be a fine, respectable, successful business man, because you neglected CHRIST, the greatest issue the human soul ever had to face!  During the trial of the Nazi leaders, you remember, all those so‑called great leaders were all leveled at the judgment bar.  There was no opportunity to use influence; there was no big‑man, or little‑man before the judge.  JUDGMENT IS THE GREAT LEVELER.  Christians aren't perfect But in their hearts they want God's will in their lives and want to be on the side of the Lord Jesus Christ in the future judgment.  The Lord will make them perfect some day.  The Christian will be perfect when he sits with Christ in the judgment.  He will sit in judgment on your soul.

Friend, whoever you are listening to me now, is you a Christian?  Will you be caught up to meet the Lord in the air when He comes for His own?  Will you be one of those who will meet around the feet of Jesus?  Or will you be left behind to be judged for your sins and without hope be cast into the Lake of Fire?  Oh, I beg you, decide for Jesus today!  Come to Him today.  Accept Him as your own personal Saviour right now.  Just as you are, without waiting any longer, make the eternal decision about your soul TODAY and let the Lord Jesus Christ be your Saviour and Lord!  Will you do it?
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