A RICH MAN SHALL HARDLY ENTER THE KINGDOM
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Matthew 19:23

Jesus said, "Verily, I say unto you that a RICH MAN shall hardly enter into the Kingdom of heaven."

That is a startling statement. It is contradictory to the thinking of men. But remember, we must take God's Word as truth. We must judge everything that we think and read and discuss by the Word of God. Here are the words of Jesus about a rich man.  “A rich man shall HARDLY enter into the Kingdom of Heaven."

It is wonderful today to see men and women who love the Lord Jesus Christ. I was in a revival campaign recently and we had done what we thought was adequate advertising. But one night at the close of the service a gentleman came to me and said, "You know, I'd like to do something for this meeting I don't think you are advertising widely enough. I want to have a share. I'll take care of the expense of it. You go down to the newspaper and everyday you may put in a full‑page ad if you wish, and charge it to me. I'll pay the bill." That man had tears in his eyes as he said it. He gripped my hand tightly. I learned later that that man is worth some fifteen million dollars; He loves Jesus Christ with all his heart. Well, we put those ads in the paper and the last night of the meeting he was happy to have had a part in the winning of souls. He took delight in the Lord. Here was a RICH MAN, who LOVED JESUS. He gives of his means to carry on the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In that same meeting, a woman laid down one thousand dollars for one particular phase of Christian work. That woman did personal work in our revival campaign. It isn't often you find people like that. Most often it is the humble folk who help carry on the work of God. So it is a thrill to find wealthy people who give of their means to help carry on the work of Jesus Christ.

God's Word indicates that it is very difficult, many times, for wealthy people to give up their hearts and lives and means to help carry on the work of God.

A young man who was wealthy came to the Lord and asked, "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" The Lord told him to sell all that he had and give to the poor and he would have treasure in heaven. "Follow Me," said Christ. "Follow Me."

I like that expression, "treasure in heaven.” When I look around sometimes and see the wealth that men have accumulated down here in this world, and then look at my own means, I say, "Well, Lord, I don't have much here, but thank God I have had the privilege of laying up a little treasure in heaven!" Not treasure on earth, but treasure in heaven.

Don't always envy a man who has treasure on earth. He may not have much treasure in heaven. Not always.  Some people have had treasures on earth and have given generously to the Lord, and they therefore have treasure in heaven for they have given to the Lord. God knows everyone's giving. Sometimes I think it is harder for a wealthy person to GIVE than for a humble person to give. Never​theless, it is very wonderful to find anyone who is storing up treasure in heaven. God looks not at the amount we give, but the amount we have left after we give. He knows how much it costs us to give. If you are giving of your means to the Lord --‑your tithes and offerings--‑ out of love to Jesus, giving as unto Him for His work, then the Lord will bless you with TREAS​URE IN HEAVEN. Isn't that a wonder​ful expression? You and I may not have very much down here, but if we are praying and reading His Word and giving of our means to win souls to HIM, then we are laying up treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not corrupt and where thieves do not break through and steal.

When the Lord told the rich young man to go and sell all that he had, He put His Finger on the weak spot in the young man's life, for he loved the treasures of earth more than he loved the treasures of heaven. He loved the things of time more than he loved the things of eternity. The record says, "He went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions." Then said Jesus to His disciples, with a sad heart, "Verily, I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven."

That is a sad thing. Many, many people whom God has blessed WITH ABUNDANCE in this present life will be paupers in heaven! Many of them will never see heaven at all, for their possessions have blinded their minds to their need of God. They feel self-sufficient. They don't feel any need of the Lord. They have every material need. They are living just for Time. They pay no attention to the Spiritual Realm; the realm that will abide forever, after the physical realm is gone.

YOU AND I are headed for a SPIRITUAL WORLD, friends, where stocks and bonds and bank accounts and automobiles and houses and lands will not count! All that will matter then will be the souls we have helped to win to Jesus Christ, the souls we loved and prayed for and helped to win through giving to missions and evangelism and wherever the true Gospel of Christ was preached, helping real men of God to preach the Gospel, having a share in their ministry. That's all that will "pay off" in the other world Many a wealthy person here is going to be bankrupt for eternity! Many a humble person will be rich!

In Luke 12 Jesus tells about a man He called a fool. This fool was a wealthy farmer. I've known some godly farmers. I remember being up in Lancaster, Pennsylvania for a revival meeting and while I was there I saw some of the richest farmlands in the world. Lancaster County is one of the very richest farmlands in America. I met many a farmer up there who LOVED GOD. My, how they gave unto the Lord! They backed up the revival meeting with their presence and financial support. They LOVED SOULS. They wanted to bring men and women and boys and girls to Christ! But the farmer Jesus was speaking of was not such a man. Jesus called him a fool because he forgot God. He had a great crop coming. His barns were already bulging with plenty. He said, "What am I going to do? I'll not have room to store this new crop that is coming on. I'm not going to give it away; I've got to make more money. (He was already rich.) I have no place to put it. I know what I'll do; I'll tear these barns down and build larger ones. I'll store all this new crop together with all the other old crop, then I'll say to my soul, `Soul, take thine ease; eat, drink and be merry; for thou HAST MUCH GOODS LAID UP FOR MANY YEARS." You see, he was counting on many years ahead. But he didn't have many years. God said he didn't even have many days. GOD said he didn't have another day! "TONIGHT shall thy soul be required of thee." That very night his soul had to go and meet God and give account.

Friends, our life is just a trust. We are not to live it for ourselves. We are to live it FOR GOD. We shall have to give account for it. One day God will pull you back into eternity! THEN, my friends, whose shall these things be? These "things" that you have laid up on earth? You can't take them with you; who is going to get all he wealth and labor of your hands? After all, by it you could have laid up treasure in heaven and have had it put on your account up there, but now it will fall into other hands. You won't get any benefit out of it, and what is more, you have nothing to look forward to in heaven. Rich here---a pauper in heaven! Mis‑use! In the accumulation of goods in this present world, there is a point beyond which we cannot go without harm to our minds and souls. After we have as much as we need, then it becomes a sin and a snare to us. We should be looking out for others and helping the needy according to the teachings of God's Word.

"Thou fool. .this night. . ." That rich farmer thought he had many years ahead of him. He was planning on it. But God said, "Tonight you will die. Tonight I am calling your soul back into eternity."

In Luke 16 we read about another rich man. This man didn't repent. The minute he died, in Hell he lifted up his eyes in torments. Think about it! He exchanged the wealth of this world for the pains of an awful Hell! He sacrificed heaven. He forgot God. Death, burial, Hell: that is the exact future of many a rich man today who is forgetting GOD.

In the Book of James there is much said about RICH MEN. In chapter 2 warning is given to congregations of Christians. When a wealthy man walks in, a man with a gold ring on his finger, a man dressed in fine apparel, and a poor man in humble raiment comes in, they were not to show partiality to him that wore the fine clothing. They were not to say to the rich man, "Sit thou here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool." "Are ye not then partial in yourselves and become judges of evil thoughts?"

Then verse 5, "Harken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the POOR of this world, RICH IN FAITH, and HEIRS of the Kingdom which He hath promised to THEM THAT LOVE HIM?" That passage implies that there are more POOR PEOPLE who love God than there are rich people who love God. Not because rich people can't come; God loves them and wants them to come. But they don't come.

Abraham was a rich man, you remember. He is mentioned in Luke 16. But Abraham was a FRIEND OF GOD. He believed God. He loved God. He put his trust in God. He loved not his riches. He didn't let them stand between him and God. He used his goods to glorify the Lord. He worshipped God and lived for God. So the rich may walk with God. It is up to them.

Friends, the great question today is. Are you living for God? Are you right with God? If not, wherever you may be, just bow your head and pray, "God, be merciful to me a sinner and save me, for Jesus' sake. I don't want to be a fool. I am counting on many years, but tonight my soul may be required of me. You may call me back to eternity. I accept Christ Thy Son as my Saviour. I want to live for Him," Will you do it? And remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, "treasures in heaven.” Are you laying up treasures in heaven? If not, begin today to love and serve Him and bring other souls to Him. Will you do it?
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