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Revelation 21:1-5

In Revelation, Chapter 21, verses 1 through 5, we read: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, and I heard a great voice out of Heaven saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men and they shall be His people and God Himself shall be with them and be their God, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away. And He that sat upon the throne said, behold I make all things new, and He said unto me, write, for these words are true and faithful.”

I want to speak now on Heaven. The years are rapidly flying, my friends. Think; eighty years from now--‑not one who is listening to me will be upon this earth. As Moses ascended up the Mount and had a glimpse of the Promised Land, given him by God, so I want us to ascend the Mount of Divine Revelation and look at the last two chapters of this Book to see the future for the people of God. Let us look at the everlasting Heaven, which belongs to every Believer. O, friends, if you and I shall get that vision we will never have it fade from our faces. On the wall of a little chapel a man read these words: "Carry the morning in your faces." You and I ought to be carrying Heaven in our faces! We are set toward the city of God and it will not be long until we will be there. I spoke on Heaven once and an elderly man came to me with tears in his eyes, and said, "Preacher, you lifted me to Heaven today." It will not be long before the dear man will be in Heaven.

Now what do we see? What things are NOT in Heaven? What things will we find in Heaven?

First of all, there is NO TEMPLE in Heaven. We read here in this book of Revelation that John saw no Temple therein. What is a temple? A temple is God's base of operation in a sinning and sinful world. And over there, there will not be any sin. Sin will be destroyed forever, and so the entire city will be one vast temple of absolute perfection, where God dwells, and there will be no temple in the City of God.

Second, there will be NO DEFILEMENT in that holy city. Just think about it! We read here in Revelation 21:27, "And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh an abomination or maketh a lie.” Nothing will enter into it that is corrupting or corruptible. Nothing that contaminates; nothing that pollutes.

There will be NO TEMPTATION in the city of God. There will be no temptress. There will be no tempter. There will be no response within us to accept a temptation. There will be nothing outside of us to tempt us at all. That is entirely different from this world. The minute a little child is born into this world, it is surrounded by temptation. There are forces from Hell, surrounding it the very minute it is born. There are temptations within and temptations without. On every side we see ten thousand things darting out after us, not to help us, not to make us good, but to blast us---to wreck us, to damn us, everywhere we look. Friends, there will be no defilement in the city of God. There will be nothing to tempt, over there. What a wonderful thing it is to realize that God is absolutely going to destroy iniquity forever.

Now let us look for a moment at God's catalog of THE LOST SOULS THAT WILL NOT BE in the city of God. "The fearful." Now that means cowards--‑people who are ashamed to stand up for the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, the cowards today! Back yonder in the old days when the martyrs died for the Name of Jesus, even women and children would stand up, and say, "I'm for Christ," even though they knew their lives were threatened, and they would be burned at the stake or thrown to the lions. They still clung to the Name of Jesus. We don't have many people like that today who love the Lord. Oh, God have mercy on us! Are we cowards? Are we afraid to stand up for Jesus in the business world? In the home? In society? Anywhere, everywhere? Listen, all cowards will be shut out of the city of God.

Then, “the unbelieving.” Those are people who refuse to accept Christ openly. They will not walk down an aisle publicly and accept the Lord. They do not believe on Jesus. They believe on Him in their heads, but they are not willing to come out in the open for Him and identify themselves with the people of God and take their stand as Christians with the people of God. I remember reading of the days of martyrdom in the Roman Empire. One time they corralled forty Christians, who said, "No, we will stand up for Jesus; we will trust Jesus; we will not turn our backs on Jesus!" But one man stepped out of the ranks, and said, "I'm going to save my life. I will turn my back on Jesus. I will say ‘Lord Caesar,’ instead of ‘Lord Jesus.” And you know, one of the heathen who saw that testimony of those other 39 who were willing to die for the Name of Jesus, stepped in the ranks in that man's place and completed the forty, and said, "I'm willing to die with people who will trust a Saviour like that." He was no coward. He became a believer. He was willing to believe unto death on Jesus. He was willing to be true to his Lord if it cost his life. I tell you friends, we need believers today who are willing to walk down the aisle and accept Christ publicly as Saviour and Lord, follow Him in open baptism before the wide world, saying, "I'm a Christian. I am against sin and against all wickedness. I'm for Christ." We need people to give their lives in earnest, Godly service for the blessed Lord. All unbelievers will be shut out of Heaven.

Then, “murderers.” They will not be there. Also, sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake, which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.

There we have a catalog of individuals who cannot come to Heaven. My friends, will you search that and see if you are in the group? If you are there, I beg you to turn immediately to the Lord Jesus, let Him be your Saviour from sin and Hell.

And then, what else will not be there? There will be NO TEARS in Heaven! Thank God for that! There will be no tears there. We will never have to look down on the white, shrunken face of someone we love more than life, and see life ebbing away, see them dying before our eyes. No mother will ever lean over the crib of a little babe and have her heart torn out as she watches that little thing slip down into death. Oh, beloved, thank God there will be nothing like that over there. "God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes."' Isa. 30:19 are precious words. "The people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem, and thou shalt weep no more!" THOU SHALT WEEP NO MORE! Oh, the tears today! The sobs today! There won't be a single sob among the teeming millions in the city of God. In that glorious Heaven you will never hear one sob. Not even one. 

Now, why? Because God cuts off all sin. There won't be any sin. God is going to root out sin, and sin always produces sorrow, and sorrow produces sobs. That is the invariable order. Sin, and sorrow and sobs. But God will dry up the fountain of tears by destroying SIN. Now there will be no sobs over there. There will be no death yonder in that fair city. Think about it! I pass a new cemetery every night as I go home. It is enlarging its borders. They are busy constantly to have more room to take care of---what? The dead bodies of men and women and boys and girls who are cut off from life, precious life, the most precious thing we have. There'll be no cemeteries by the streets of Gold in the skies! There will be no flowers heaped on the graves of loved ones over yonder in glory! There will be no death!  God will destroy it forever. There will be no crying. God will annihilate sorrow. There will be nothing but happiness in the city of God. 

Now let me call your attention to the fact, friends, that maybe some of you haven't recognized. Happiness is dependent upon holiness. Gladness is dependent upon goodness. You never saw a glad person wrong with God and wrong with the world and wrong with themselves. Happiness is dependent upon holiness. If you want to be happy, be good. There is no other way, and God has wedded goodness and gladness together for Eternity. It will never pass away.

Then friends, what a wonderful thing to find out, not only what is not going to be in Heaven but what IS going to be there. First of all, there is going to be NEW CREATION in Heaven. God says, "Behold, I make all things new." Just think about it! Down here in this world you can't keep things new. You build a new house, and it won't be new very long. You paint a new room and it won't be clean very long. You buy something new and it is second‑hand before a few weeks have passed. You can't keep things new. You are constantly trying to keep things looking decent, down here. Listen! Over yonder, there is going to be newness forever and ever! God is preparing a new place and He's going to have new people to dwell there, and you've got to be a new man and a new woman to go. 

That's why God says, “Ye must be born again.” We can't take sin with us if we go to Heaven. One night my heart was broken when an elderly drunken man came under the tent. I had the joy of kneeling and praying with him. He had liquor on his breath. He had been drinking for years. He said, "Preacher, I trusted Jesus back yonder." I said, “Brother, you are not saved, because you haven't given up your liquor bottle.” Am I speaking to someone who has made a profession, but is conscious of living in sin? There won't be any sin in Heaven, friends! You'd better break it up in your life, now! God is only taking new people to Heaven---people that have sin broken up in their lives and are made new in the Lord Jesus Christ. God is taking to Heaven only those whose natures have been changed. If you go there, you must come to Jesus. You must let Him cleanse you from your sin in His heart's blood. You must let Him infuse His Power in your life and enable you to live a life that is pleasing to God. A new creation. There is a new society there. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life will enter into the city of God. I have told you often‑--I tell you again--‑there is a book in Heaven more important than any other book in the entire universe. 

It is the Book of Life. It's a little Book. It is in the hands of Jesus. In that Book there are only names. If I could look at that Book, under the H's I would find the name of Jesse Hendley, I know that! I know that, without a shadow of a doubt! There isn't enough money in all the world I would take in exchange for knowing that glorious fact. I tell you, I'm glad I know my name is written in Heaven on the page in glory. You talk about Society's "Four Hundred?" I'd rather have my name written in the Lamb's Book of Life than on any society register on the face of this earth. Thank God, "My name's written there, on the page white and fair, in the Book of God's Kingdom, yes, my name's written there!" Friend, is your name written there, in the Lamb's Book of Life?

Then, what else will be there? WE WILL SEE THE FACE OF GOD! Listen, “His servants shall serve Him and they shall see His Face.” One reason I know I'm saved is this: I love to serve God. And over yonder we are not going to sit down and be idle forever. We are going to SERVE the Lord forever and ever, and we are going to see His face. Think about the moment when we will look on the face of the God that made us! The Happy God! And we shall enter into His holy place forever and ever.

I have told this before and I tell it again. It blesses my soul every time I tell it. Dear Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer, wrote six thousand hymns, and she was blind from infancy, no face had she ever seen. One day a lady was trying to pity her and said, "Oh, Miss Crosby, just think, you haven't seen a face; not even the face of your mother." But the dear hymn writer's face lighted up with the glory of God in Heaven on it, and she said, "Don't pity me! Just think, the first face I will ever see will be the face of my Lord Jesus." Oh, beloved, over there we will see His face, and we will reign with Him forever and ever.

Listen; will you see the face of God? If you are not ready for Heaven, kneel down and accept Jesus, and be washed in His Blood, and meet Him in the City of God. Will you do it?
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