A MESSAGE TO ELDERLY CHRISTIANS

Jesse M. Hendley

Second Corinthians 4:16

There is a wonderful statement by Paul in Second Corinthians 4, verse 16. "For which cause we faint not, for though our outward man is perishing yet the inward man is renewed day by day."

I want to call your attention to THE OUTWARD MAN and THE INWARD MAN as found in the Word of God. Paul here is evidently referring to the fact of the decay of the body, in con​trast to the undecaying soul. He is thinking of his body now getting old. He speaks of himself as "Paul, the aged." We receive so many letters from people who tell us they are getting on in age. They tell us the Word of God is a blessing and they ask for prayer. Also, they encourage us in giv​ing gifts to carry on the broadcast, and they pray for us and thus have a share in the work of the Lord.

I want to have a few words today for people who are getting on in age. It will be helpful to all of us, friends, be​cause it will teach us how to "grow old gracefully," as someone has said.

The Psalmist said, concerning older people in the Lord, "They shall still bear fruit in old age." It is wonderful to grow old AS A CHRISTIAN, to grow old sweetly, to grow old without be​coming depressed or sour in spirit. Her​bert Hoover, former President of the United States, had an operation when he was past eighty years of age, but it didn't get him down. He came out of the hospital and went right back to work again. He advises older people to keep busy at work. He said if they don't they will be thinking about them​selves and their pills and all that sort of thing. Another great man said, "Lord, keep me from becoming a sour old man." I believe it was George Mul​ler who said that, and he was one of the greatest Christians who ever lived. Another man said, "Keep me from wrecking my influence." He had lived for God when he had strength physi​cally, and now he was saying, "Lord, I want to still go on with You and be faithful to You." I remember the man who taught me my first rudiments of Greek. He is now in heaven. At the age of about eighty he still had a bril​liant mind in that withered body. He went right on, happy, bright, teaching others, and what an influence he was for Christ.

Younger people need to realize that people in old age need encouragement. We are to encourage older people. It is a wonderful thing to see Christians, at the sunset of life, waiting at the river for the parting of the waves to go over and be with the Lord. Their hearts are brave. The love of their early days has become matured. The purpose of their souls is unchanged; they are going on with God! Their confidence is calm and unshaken in the Lord. The growth of many years in the Bible and in prayer and in the Lord's work is reflected in their serenity. How chastened they are. One man said to me, "God has taken the iron out of my soul." How mellowed they are. How useful, ripened from the experience they have had in the past.

But there is one danger to which older folk in particular are subject, and that is to just give up and rest the oars and seek to pass their days in a home of rest, assuming that their work is done. But my text says otherwise: "They shall still BEAR FRUIT in old age." That is, our work for God does not end. It just doesn't END! We are going to SERVE Him even in heaven. We read at the close of the Book of Revelation, "His servants shall serve Him, and they shall see His Face." We'll serve Him here to the last, and we'll serve Him over there! We must not assume, as we grow older, that our work here on earth is done. Older folk must not assume that. You remember Caleb who at eighty-five years of age said, "As yet I am strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me," which was forty years previously. "As my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in." Joshua 14:11. I like that! "Now therefore, give me this mountain whereof the Lord spake in that day . . . If so be that the Lord will be with me, I shall be able to drive out the enemy, as the Lord said." Isn't that great? Forty years before, God had used him, and He was still using him! Caleb was not tired of the battle. He drew his spiritual strength from GOD. Remember God's promise: "As thy day, so shall thy strength be." Strength for every day. God's Presence was the Source of his courage! His courage was in God Himself. The physical power of youth may give way, friends, but there is a Power that is outside of physical power. Doctors recognize that. They speak of "the will to live" and "the will to give up.” Many times people LIVE who ordinarily would be dead, but they draw on an unseen power that is not physical. God's Word says in Isaiah 40, "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." They keep on re​newing it. That is what Paul is saying here in our text: "My inward man is being renewed day by day."

Beloved friends---older friends---our "REST" is not here. We are not to rest. Our REST is on the other side. Our HOME is on high. So let us throw off, as we get older, all this idea' of sitting down in a rocking chair and folding our hands and twiddling our thumbs. As age and infirmity creep over the body, let us prepare ourselves to keep on keeping on and to SERVE till the Lord comes for us or till we go to be with Him.

There is SO MUCH spiritual work that NEEDS TO BE DONE. Interces​sion and prayer! I am reminded of a woman in Luke's Gospel, Anna the Prophetess, who served God with prayer and fasting day and night in His tem​ple. She served God. She was active. And she was an OLD woman, really old. There is so much that needs to be done in the matter of INTERCESSION for the church and for the world. Preachers need praying for. Evangelists, pastors, teachers, missionaries, all of God's people. The WORLD needs prayer. We are to pray for the leaders of the nations, for revival and for souls to be saved. It is greater to PRAY than it is to preach. YOU CAN WORK ON YOUR KNEES, my older friend, my Christian friend, child of God! You can do work on your knees that you cannot do anywhere else, WORK which will bring you face to face with GOD HIM​SELF. The place of YOUR service is not public, as perhaps it was in your early days. You say, "I can't go to church." You can "have church" right there as you kneel in the Presence of God. And as you do that, there will come a beauty, and a sense of His Presence, and the beauty of Christ, into your life and on your face. Your life can be beautiful beyond words, as His Love and His Grace flood your heart. His tenderness, His voice, His touch. The gentleness of Jesus, His holiness. May God BLESS His older people in this world now!

Don't ever say, older child of God, "My work in life is done." It ISN'T done! God has a work for you to do today, and the greatest work He asks you to do is PRAYER. PRAYER is the greatest WORK.

One of the finest preachers who has ever lived said these words. "They say that I am growing old because my hair is silvered, and there are age lines in my forehead, and my step is not as firm and elastic as it used to be. But they are mistaken. THAT is not ME. The knees are weak; but the knees are not ME. The brow is wrinkled; but the brow is not ME. That is only the HOUSE that I live in. I am YOUNG, younger than I ever was before." Isn't that great? Yes, we can PRAY with increasing SPIRITUAL VIGOR. PRAY​ER POWER increases with use! The more you are on your knees, the more you will WANT to pray. The more you are in the Presence of God the sweeter it becomes! The cleaner you become before God, the more you will WANT to be clean in God's Holy Presence. You can work on your knees IN PRAYER, older folk, until God is ready for you to come Home.

So, what are we to do? Feed on CHRIST. In John, chapter 6, Jesus tells us of FEEDING on the SON OF GOD, feeding on the Bread of Heaven, and Food for the soul is JESUS! Learn all about Jesus! Study about Jesus. Draw near to Jesus. Have inti​mate fellowship with JESUS. He said, "Abide in Me, and I in you," in John 15. Then you will bear fruit, and more fruit, and much fruit, and by much fruit the Father will be glorified.

That is your work! So do not say, "My work on earth is done," because your work on earth is never done. Paul says, "Though my outward man de​cayeth, my inward man is being re​newed day by day." May we look, not at things seen, but at things which are NOT seen, things that are eternal, ​ God, heaven, souls, God working in the earth, the preaching of the Gospel. May we keep our eyes on Eternity. Paul says that the things we SEE are temporal and passing away; but the things which are NOT seen (but are nevertheless REAL) are ETERNAL, ​God and heaven and the Bible and the souls of men that we can PRAY INTO the kingdom of God and out of a back​slidden condition and closer to Jesus.

Child of God, never get tired of the conflict, but say with Caleb, "As yet I am as strong this day as I was when Moses sent me forty years ago. As my strength was then, so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in." By waiting on the Lord you will renew your strength! And though our outward man does de​cay and soon we will hear the summons to come Home, our INWARD man is being renewed day by day. Go on SERVING YOUR LORD here, until He says, "Come Home," to serve Him on the other side! God bless you, elderly people, as you SERVE YOUR CHRIST in HOLY PRAYER.

If you haven't accepted Christ, ac​cept Him NOW as your Saviour. He will SAVE all who put their trust in HIM.
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