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Ephesians 6:4

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Ephesians 6:4. We are studying "A Father's God-given Privilege and Respon​sibility," which is to train his children in the things of the Lord. It is that simple.

You say, "Well most people don't." That is correct. Most people on earth could care less about the Bible or about Christ, but we are going to spend eternity learning all about Him.

We are going into eternity. When you bring a child into the world, almost immediately, the seeds of death are in him. He will live only 10 to 80 years, we never know. The important thing is for that soul to be saved.

The most important privilege that God gives a father is to bring his child to Christ and then to train that child in the things of the Bible and things of the Lord. The most awe​some responsibility is for him to do it. If he doesn't, he will receive the most awesome judgment that can come to a man, next to his rejecting Jesus himself.

Because the responsibility is tre​mendous upon each of us fathers to bring up our children for the Lord, don't let this repel you. Just be obedient. That goes for all the things of God. To go with God brings blessings. To go against God brings cursing. It is just that simple, my beloved friends. We are going to meet the God of the Bible when we leave this world. It is important to be saved ourselves, and then to lead our children to the Lord.

"First Responsibility"

The first responsibility is not to the mother, but to the father, according to the Word of God. Ephesians 6:4, "Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath (do not go on pro​voking your children to wrath)." Fathers, don't be inconsiderate, or unjust. Don't set too high a standard. Don't provoke them to get mad at you so that you can't teach them, because the greatest teacher of your child is you, not somebody else. Don't try to put off on somebody else your responsibility to train that child.

You say. "I'll leave that to the mother, my wife." No, God says, "Fathers ... bring them up in the nur​ture and admonition of the Lord (train your child in the things of the Lord)."

You say, "I'll leave that to the teacher in school." I have a grand​daughter who is a teacher, and many people expect her to take their God​-given place in the home. Teachers have to take children and try to bring about some sort of order in their lives where there is disorder, all because the father did not do what God says. He didn't train his child in the things of the Lord.

"Nurture"

"Fathers, stop provoking them to wrath. Bring them up in the nurture of the Lord." Keep nourishing them. Their souls need to be nourished. How many anemic souls of children are in our homes today? They have well fed bodies, but how many minds are filled with that which is des​tructive?

You would not feed your children poison, yet much of the television that they watch, many of the books that they read, much of that which comes into their ears that they hear at school, is definitely poisonous. It poisons their minds against God, against that which is right, and against themselves.

I knew one young man who took his own life. He was brought up in a home where they did not care for God. He took everything this world ever offered: the drink, the girls, and the dope. I got to him too late. I wrestled with him. I wanted to win him to Jesus. I gave him the Gospel and I lovingly tried to win him to Jesus. He could actually repeat to me the Gos​pel message and I thought that maybe he was saved. Then one day his daddy went to the store to get some bread. When he came back, that boy had blown out his brains.

Somewhere down the line there was a failure. If that daddy cannot say before God, "I brought him up and nourished his soul in the things of God," he is going to be tremen​dously sorry in that day when they stand before the Lord and God says, "I gave you a son to raise for Me. I said, “Bring up this child for Me, and you did not do it."

Oh, my friends, what an awful, awesome responsibility when God puts an eternal soul and mind and body (because the body is going to be raised from the dead) in your hands. The eternal well being of that child is largely in your hands. We see that now.

God says, "...bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. "The word for nurture here is a Greek word that means training, learning, and instruction. It is used of bringing up a child in the home, instructing a child.

Our government is against teach​ing your child the things of the Lord. Our United States government says, "in God we trust." and denies Christ. There is not an official of the United States government (President, Senator, Representative, Governor or Mayor) who will mention the name of Jesus officially. He may offend somebody who doesn't believe in Jesus. But in the Bible, Jesus is the only way to God and to Heaven. So, our government is anti-Christ and anti-Christian. God is going to judge America.

In Bible prophecy America is not going to be number one. Europe will be. I know what the Bible teaches about this subject. If Europe is going to be number one, then Russia will not be neither will the United States. You won't find the United States mentioned in Bible prophecy. Europe will furnish the antichrist, and his 10 Nation Alliance that will backup antichrist for 3-1/2 years of rule over this earth when Antichrist will present himself, instead of Christ, as God. The world will eat it up and believe in Antichrist instead of Jesus, and the United States is taking that position today.

Now, you think about that and refute my saying if you think you can do it. You cannot do it. You cannot do it because our very system of government does not make Jesus number one as the Bible says to us. So, you will have to throw the Bible away if you are going to go with America, because America does not stand for Christ as absolutely all.

The Bible says Christ is all. Christ is the only way to heaven.

Christ is to be honored as the Father and if anybody does not honor Christ, that person does not honor the Father. God will not accept any honor that dishonors His Son by not recognizing Him. We are to confess Christ, stand up for Jesus, and not be ashamed of Him. Mark 8:38, "Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful genera​tion; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." That is where every official of the United States of America breaks down. I do not understand how anybody can be an official of the United States government and say; "I am a real Christian who stands up for Jesus in any situation or cir​cumstance." That is not a warning. I love my nation.

I have given my life to help this nation in the sense of preaching the Gospel and getting people saved. When people get saved, they make the best citizens.

God didn't tell us to change the nation or to change the world. He says to change men. Christians who go out and try to change men politically are not doing what God says to do. We are to change men by preaching the Gospel to them so they can believe and be saved. Then they will be obedient to the government and make the best citizens. That is the way the job is to be done.

The home, then, is for training and instruction. It is the school for the child. The father is the teacher, and the child is the pupil. Father, are you training your child in the Bible? Things of the Lord means the Bible, the things of God. God says, "You train them, you teach them, you instruct them. I depend on you to teach that child about Me, about My Son, about My Word."

"Admonition"

Then He says, "...and admonition of the Lord." The Greek word for admonition means, literally, warn​ing. "Warning of the Lord," means the things of the Lord. A child must be taught the things of the Lord, because if a child does not receive Christ and be born again, he will go to hell.

A child should love the Bible and seek to live pleasing to the Lord. Liv​ing for the Lord is not what saves a person. Believing in Christ does. But people who believe in Christ will pick up the Bible and seek to live for Him, otherwise they don't love Christ. "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me," said Jesus (John 14:21). So don't say that you love Jesus if you are not seeking to keep His com​mandments. That means that you are reading the Bible and not only learning what it teaches, but you are incorporating that into your life. You are obeying, as best you can by the power of the Spirit, the things of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is what we are to do.

"Obey God"

So fathers, we have one way or the other to go. We can either obey God or disobey Him, relative to our children. Have you disobeyed the Lord? If you come to the Lord in the acknowledgment of that sin and begin now to correct it as best you can, God will wipe it out. God will cleanse you, but you will never be able to regain the days you lost rela​tive to the child.

A couple came to one of my meetings and trusted Jesus, yet they kept on weeping. I said, "What is wrong?" They said, "We came too late. Our children have already grown up in our home, and we did not raise them for the Lord. They have gone out now in the things of earth and time and have their own families. We did not bring them up in the nurture, instruction, discipline, and training of the Lord, and the Bible. Now it is too late." You don't want that.

I recently experienced the great sorrow of the loss of my wife. How wonderful my children have been. How I thank God for my children. How I thank God that we were all raised in a Christian atmosphere, that we know the Lord, and know the Book. In the midst of our sorrows, we had the capability of going through victoriously because we know Christ and we know the Bible. 

"Family Altar"

I have a loving, happy family. We love each other, and there is joy. There is not agony, now, as I go to meet God that I failed in this regard. I don't mean that I have been a per​fect daddy. I have not. No daddy is perfect. But, my dear friends, we did have a family altar. So, read the Bible to your children. Have a family altar. You don't have to go to seminary to learn to do that. Just get your family together every day, read the Scriptures to them, and pray with them. That is the greatest thing in this world you will ever do for your children. You feed their mouths, and their minds, and be sure to feed their souls, nourish their souls. Don't let your children starve spiritually and go to hell without God. God is a necessity in your life and in their lives.

We all want to have happy families. I want my family to meet me in heaven. I want us to be together forever. I have prayed for them. Oh, I have called their names before the Lord day after day. My friends do that, I beg you. Lead them to Jesus. Do your best and you won't have to be afraid or ashamed when you meet Christ.

Fathers, bring up your children. Don't provoke them to wrath. Bring them up in the teaching and in the warning of the things of the Lord and the Bible.

God bless you for now and goodbye.
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