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Matthew 5:13

And now, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Matthew, chapter 5, and today we are studying again from the Sermon on the Mount, verses 13 through 16, "The Influence of God's People on the People of the World." It is wonderful to know that when we come to the Cross of Jesus, we become God's people. There is an expression running through the Bible, "the peo​ple of God,” and I am glad today be​yond words that I am AMONG the people of God, the redeemed of the Lord, God's saved ones. Are YOU in that group today? Do you have the full assurance of salvation? God WANTS you to have it. God WANTS you to be fully assured of your own personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.

Now let's see what this influence is. We found that the influence of a child of God is first of all, that of SALT, in resisting the spread of corruption. We found it to be LIGHT. That is a positive element, illuminating, making known, the way to God and the will of God, and the walk with God.

And now we come to the influence of a Christian from the viewpoint of a CITY SET UPON A HILL. May I read it to you? You are familiar with the words, found in Matthew the fifth chapter and verse 14. "Ye are the light of the world . . . Ye are a city, set on a hill, that cannot be hid." And He says, "Neither do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel but on a stand, and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven." Your light, your good works, your Father---a beau​tiful outline there.

A Christian life, in its influence, is to be as a CITY ON A HILL. Yonder in Palestine I was returning from the Dead Sea, and it was dark. As we came back to the city of Jerusalem, all of a sudden we saw a little city set on a hill, the first lights that we had seen coming up that dark, winding road. We had been down in the depths, and now were coming back up into the hills of Jerusalem. All of a sud​den as we rounded a curve, there high above us, were the welcoming lights of a city, on a hill. This passage of Scripture came to my mind instantly, as we were riding in the dark and as we saw the city. I could picture the old days in Palestine when a wayfaring man who didn't know anything about automobiles would be plodding along on his little donkey (as we saw people riding on donkeys there in the East), or on foot, coming up through danger​ous roads that stretch between Jeru​salem and Jericho. He would come around the curve, fearful in the dark of robbers, beasts of prey and fear of darkness, and then come suddenly upon the lights of the city set on the hill. That is what a Christian is to be to a worldly, lost man or woman, boy or girl. A city set on a hill! The travel​er finds refuge. He finds shelter. He finds safety at night, from the wild beasts and robbers and dangers of the road. A city can be seen for miles around at night. What a picture of a believer we have here! What a picture of the Church and of the entire body of Christians.

So we have here believers collective​ly. Undoubtedly He is speaking col​lectively, for a city is a collection of individuals, and the church is a collec​tion of individuals who have been touched by God and who have the life of God and the Spirit of Christ; if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His, so a believer is a per​son who is a partaker of the Spirit of Christ, the same Spirit animating Him that animated Christ, motivating him that motivated Christ, manifesting Him​self through Him that manifested Him​self through Christ. A Christian is a reproduction, in a sense, of Jesus. That is what we are to be, here in this present world. And as Christians we are to be like a CITY set on a hill---a refuge. That is what we are to be, friends. Where ELSE can lost men find their way to God and salva​tion but through Christians? Through us? There is no other way.

Then, He says, it is like a LAMP IN THE HOME. Verse 15. "Neither do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so, let your light shine before men." A LAMP IN THE HOME. Here we have the individual giving light to all that are in the home. Does your wife believe that you are a Christian? Does your husband believe that you are a Christian? Do your children believe that you are a Christian? Do your parents believe that you are a Chris​tian? Someone has said that the hard​est place to live the Christian life is in the home. I don't agree with that. It isn't hard ANYWHERE to live the Christian life, if we simply live the Christian life, if we've been touched by Jesus, if Christ resides in the center of our life, if He moves in our hands and in our thinking and in our feet. If Jesus dwells in our hearts it isn't hard to live the Christian life any​where. It is not only HARD to live the Christian life WITHOUT Christ; it is IMPOSSIBLE. And that's what a lot of people are trying to do. They are trying to be Christians WITHOUT CHRIST in the heart. You can't do it, friends. You must have Him in your heart. "Christ IN YOU, the hope of glory."

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock . . ." What door? The door of your heart and life. "If any man will hear My voice and open the door. . ." He is not talking about the literal door of your literal home; He is talk​ing about the door of your mind, your heart, your soul, and your innermost be​ing. "If you'll let Me come in and take charge, I'll think My thoughts through you, My words through you, do My acts through you." You will just become another Jesus on earth.

Does that sound strange to you? I am not suggesting that anyone could live as perfectly as Jesus lived, but I am suggesting that there WILL BE something of the manifestation of His Life in us if we are truly saved. That is according to the teaching of the Bible. It is by the Spirit of God.

He doesn't say here, "You generate a light." He says, "Let your light shine." Let your light shine! God is lighting lamps. God is a Lamplighter. God gives the light. A lamp doesn't generate light of itself. I remember the old-fashioned lamps. They had them there in Palestine. They had a little receptacle for oil and a little wick sticking out. But* somebody had to light it. It had no light. Oil has no light. The wick doesn't have light. The earthen container doesn't have light. There has to be a living, intelli​gent being to set fire to that little oil-soaked wick so that the lamp is lighted. The lamp is lighted by some​one outside of itself. That is GOD, friends. He is the One who lights our lamps. We are in the dark without Him. We are just wick and oil and a mud receptacle, that's all! But GOD comes and makes light, and God is lighting lamps today, wherever he can find the oil and the wick and the will​ing receptacle. He wants to illuminate YOUR LIFE. He wants to LIGHT YOUR LAMP, illuminate your life, so that it will shine for others. You will be​come a LIGHT-BEARER. A lamp does not shine itself; it BEARS the light. That is what we are to do. We are not light, ourselves; we BEAR the light. CHRIST is the Light of the world. We bear CHRIST and His Knowledge to lost men.

Now notice here, it shines to all those who are in the house. Here we have spiritual illumination, the knowl​edge of God in salvation to each mem​ber of the family. God saves ONE in a family to bring light to ALL that are in the family. He wants ALL in each home SAVED. That is the will of God for each one of us. That is God's plan for every one of us. If you are in a home, and God saved you, He doesn't intend that your lost ones be in the dark!

Recently a lady said to me as I came out of a service, "About thirteen years ago (she counted back) I sat in your church, and you said, ‘If you know you are saved, raise your hand.’ I couldn't raise it then. But I can raise it NOW. I know I am saved," and a big smile broke on her face. Her son walked up. She said, "My son is saved, too." Then she said, "Pray for a loved one in the home." She realized God had saved her in order that she might let her light shine to others in the home.

"That it might SHINE to all that are in the house." That is why God lit your lamp that it might shine to all in your house. Everybody is to be in​fluenced by your knowledge of God, by your walk with God! Friends, believe me, you and I have an unconsci​ous INFLUENCE. Does our LIVING in the home come up to our PROFES​SION? God help us to search our hearts today. Are we living the CHRIS​TIAN LIFE in the home? That is a vital place. If you live it there, you'll live it elsewhere. There is no doubt about it.

That leads me to say that it is God's will that your influence be on your loved ones, even before those outside. It isn't true that "somebody else" can lead your loved ones to Christ better than you can. If they love you, you have a grip on their hearts that no one else has. Will you remember that, please? Remember it earnestly. God help us to see that and live for the Lord in the home. God help us to be faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ and to those in our homes. God has lit your lamp, in order that it might shine unto all that are in the house. God help us to be faithful to the souls of men.

If we live a life of prayer, our light will shine more brightly! Francis of Assisi was a man of prayer. Wherever he went on his journeys, his safest haven was prayer, not prayer for one moment, but long continued and full of devotion and calm and humble. If he began late, he scarce ended by morning. Walking, sitting, eating, drinking, he was intent on PRAYER. And beloved, our lives are to be lives lived in the will of God. If we live in prayer, our light will burn more brightly to all that are in our homes. They will know we are men and women of prayer. Mothers, who pray. Dads, who pray. Children, who pray. May God help us today to check up on our homes and see if they are Christian.

If you haven't yet let God light your lamp; if you are just the mud vessel with the wick and the oil, pre​sent yourself to God! Come to Him, in His appointed way, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will light your lamp, and you'll be saved. You'll be a Christian. You'll be a light bearer to those in your home. That is the greatest thing you can do for those that you love.
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