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It is not easy to place the origin of the modern tourist, whether such category are result of exploration, nomadic persuasion or a collective culture of investigation and preservation, a somewhat noble extension, de-savagery and accrual of prehistoric hunting and gathering societies. Even the language of the industry evidence these origins to use terms such as historical trails as opposed to historical highways, pressing that a memorial culture comes with humility - that attainments in the idiosyncratic sense are mere trails in a span of history. By all accounts the tourist is more than just a traveler, since it is the destination that speaks louder than any classification of movement and therefore in tourism it is the view, a sense of history or wonder, which matters above even interests of association. In other words, any one can be a tourist. Yet in the wisdom of historical reconstruction, the industry has made concessions in the conflict between developmental and preservation interests. That is, the produced site versus the customized site – Walt Disney World on the one hand and Vatican Museums on the other. These distinctions are only restricted by time and become hazier in the making. While theme park development is more global and regularly spun on a culture of story telling, national parks and museums tend to be more about the conservation of historical origins to be that of a factual heritage. 
 

In modern times tourism has long since disembarked from its military definition of being an activity of duty but that of a vacation or reward, separate from its role as an arduous academic path; an idea usually held for research. Certainly, this vacation perception has abridged over the years the role that duty and academics played in tourism through voyage accounts and literature, which is now usually recognized by the broad-spectrum of providing information, accommodations, transportation, and other sources for tourists. Even so, the industry has beyond interest of revenue, detoured visitors away from conflict zones for safety reasons, citing political conflict as a pre-eminence to danger. Nonetheless, tourism is still sustained with restrictions on commercialized destinations, mainly in urban locales that may encounter similar conflict. That is, whereas particular conflict regions have been written-off as unstable, densely populated locales no matter the threat are often unaffected by such industry classifications. On the other hand, the explorer nature of tourism to the adventurer is ground in the very notion of chance seen as an opportunity to something that is rare. Often these characteristics become definitive such as the expressions, White Mans Grave, Lion Mountain or The Devils Restante, describe an atmosphere of risk befitting voyager and geographic standards. This is not to claim the ever-present threat of terrorism has not caused its own abandon to the industry.
 

An example of the customized historical site reaching cross roads with that of a developmental site is seen quite clearly in Cote d’Ivoire’s Basilica built in the early 1990’s being modeled in imitation of Europe’s great Basilicas; a tribute to a history that was not origin to Cote d’Ivoire. No doubt, as customized site Cote d’Ivoire’s 18,000 seats Basilica provides row for argument in the post-colonial sense of religious incorporation. Yet reports claim no such sizable congregational attendance on a regular basis. In this regard within religious, architectural, and political grounds, Cote d’Ivoire’s project caters to tourism more so than was a bona fide preservation of its history. Though perhaps not in appointment numbers, the Yamoussoukro Basilica is in structure an extraordinary example of replication, which like multiple theme parks, entrust time, place and demographics as the only form of distinction. Cote d’Ivoire’s radical perspective of site development in this instance is much like The Washington Monument’s case in model of the Egyptian pyramids and Axum Obelisks, constructed with the ironic assertion that prominent ancient structures are not outside the skill of modern engineering and allotment. 
 

However, to look at tourism in the African sense may differ from an observation in the national sense and may be far a cause or activity within the definition of vacation, regardless of the presence of such sites, since an important link – the transportation industry in Africa, is more aware of its profit role as a means towards an end than as a component to a wider tourist motion. African objections to the notion of national tourism would be, that such monies could be put for use elsewhere than in the play grounding of African resource, with the differing national response being, that any effort assuaging fear of African ventures is development both economically and spiritually. Though there is a culture of sojourned self consciousness, as seen in Sunny Ade’s expression Easy Motion Tourist, nonetheless, local road character is usually centered on the means and endurance personified in vehicle banners such as Sugar Boy, Son of Africa, City Boy, Safe Journey, displaying a common perseverance. Indeed, much of cultural perception be-riddles the urgency of reaching quickly over any sort of reclined excursion. To many standards, like the modern sarcophagus floats of the Ga. or ancient Egyptians, the decorative means of transport it would seem have become the tourist attraction better observed from the roadside. This is the argument, that tourism in explicit, is not just movement from one place to another but to that of a significant other, so much that the mundane does not suffice and for this reason the proposal in favor of paths.
 

An example of such paths can be found in South Africa’s national attempt to memorialize the distinguished triumph of Nelson Mandela in the form of a Mandela Trail and Sierra Leone’s preservation of a bicycle ridden across the trails of several African nations; accordingly focusing on a remarkable achievement of the ordinary African. Whether or not the exhibit of the bicycle is a ghostly colonial suggestion to the African transportation industry is a matter of speculation.  Even so, the use of such trails is clearly an opportunity to bridge the gap between legend and reality. Moreover, the history of paths in tourism carries a deeper philosophical import in the sense of Christian theology’s mission towards the way as well as Islamic belief, both of which have been realized from time in memorial in the form of pilgrimages or hajjes. Perhaps there is a cultural significance to be found in the bush path as well, being a ways and means to a coastal and arid direction. As with pilgrimages to view religious apparitions, this most devout aura of tourism, resembling that of worship, is only rivaled by the curiosity to witness the supernatural and scientific UFO sightings. Generally, the memorializing of significant occurrences and losses give opportunity to bring meaning to the sometimes-meaningless existence of certain events. The alternate impact is that whereas nation building is a fundamental part of historical re-construction, there is also the consideration of national foundations often built on personal achievement, such as Hemmingway’s World War II visions and Ann Franks’ Diary that forward the face of individual accounts and give a particularly human character to a linear existence of divergences. 
 

And this is not to argue that museum or customized efforts need be nationally sponsored because of their significance in that regard. Similarly funded private efforts have done just as well, yet there is mutuality in the fact that many public attempts have done better at preservation through private foundational interest as do the latter survive through public support. As argued in the Sierra Leone case, the entire country is both a national park and an informal museum. Still, culturally this makes modest case in explaining forest conservation issues over developmental issues already covered by national forest agencies, or against the modern idea of progress. From Henry David Thoreau’s nature retreat to Ted Kaczynski’s unsociable revolt against academia, unless otherwise groomed, there are lifestyles best preferred to be left alone. Conceivably, such is the natural dance of academia that is worthy of all views. 
 

Finally, tourism as a means of learning is mostly emphasized at the early stages of cognitive development. Despite discovery history, the industry has sustained a distinction from that of university learning with the perception of university learning as a prolific base. This is perhaps due to the many extensions of historical occurrences, the gradual process of revelation and the argument of primary learning as being a fundamental part of specialist criteria towards standardization. Furthermore, is the fact that the industry carries a visual appeal much like any technological medium, therefore textual additions no matter how contributing to matters of interpretation and translation, are restricted in that regard as being a complimentary accompaniment or directory feature of tourism. Generally, no matter the history there is a lack of knowledge about the role of the Docent over that of the teacher, professor or tutor, the latter usually given the social upper hand in matters of scholarship. Granted, this may also be reasoned by the service-oriented role of the docent whose duty it is to appease tourists. Notwithstanding, there are specialist implications that literally penetrate the terms, subject matter making it a situational as well as speculative endeavor. Therefore given, is much solace to the docent in the fact that many early tourists sought to amass scientific, economic and geographic knowledge over any interests of pleasure. In the discovery of many regions, founders have been made the icons of migration in their route of origin. The most noted discoveries are those with inter-continental significance. By and large, patriarch founders have for the most part been put outside the realm of realism to that of deity or spiritualism and receive more adornment than their coastal counter parts that generally have a global mass defense. Exceptions to this interior discovery rule are the United State’s Lewis and Clark who carry an aura of nationalism, unlike Seattle’s Joseph Smith and Brigham Young’s near ascending and prophetic standing. For these political reasons there are many conflicting explanations for the reason one coastal icon figure is placed above another, much less while standing on land, find a reason not to debate the veracity of their claim. From Leif Ericsson to Cecil Rhodes, the integrity of such coastal findings are still a matter of scholarship, thus indicating that site interpretation has not only historical implications, but also carries its own political consequences as well. An example of this can be seen in the fact that the fall of a statue, bust, or wall is almost consequential to revolutionary change. This is immediately suggestive that symbolism in history carries its own impact, as exemplified in the presence of China’s great wall to the absence of that of Germany. While the adding of literature and scholarship is best defended in the African belief not to be taken by the look; this debate of authenticity is the enigmatic philosophy backing the tourist's visual appeasement, as coined in the Arabian proverb; he that does not understand a look, will never understand; a long explanation. 
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