The Hillwalker Addict’s Story

My first contact with serious hillwalking came in March 2000, when I made my initial visit to the Lake District. I started with Binsey in the north of the area, for personal reasons, and followed that up with several more over the next few days. A short time later I was part of a small group that intended to follow the route known as the Wainwright Memorial Walk. However, that idea soon collapsed, but on that visit I did manage to climb more of the 214 lakeland fells described by Wainwright in his series of seven volumes. During the next two years, until 22 March 2002, I made several visits, staying at Youth Hostels, another new experience to which I had been introduced on an LDWA weekend in the Howgills in 1999. On that March date I climbed my 214th, so taking overall 1 year 360 days.

   However, having heard of those even larger hills in the far north, the Munros, and in particular the Cuillin on Skye, I made further investigations. I then decided on a trip to Skye, which took place in the summer of 2002. I had engaged the services of a guide, as looking at photographs of the Cuillin it seemed to me not to be an area to venture alone! 
   During that five day visit I achieved six of the Cuillin summits, four with the guide, and the two easiest by myself, the weather not being at its best. On the return journey I stopped off at Crianlarich YH, a convenient place from which to start ascents of the many Munros in that area.  In the Cuillin, six remained to climb, so another visit to Skye was inevitable. I arranged that for late summer 2001, my early retirement proving to have its advantages!  Again the weather was against me, and with the same guide three more were climbed. However, as with the Wainwrights (visit www.wainwright.me.uk), an objective was to take the summit picture. Unfortunately the photographic company that developed the pictures treated the 36 film as a 24!...so consequently I lost 12, which included those of myself at three Cuillin summits.

   Repeating the Wainwright idea with the Munros, I needed the pictures, and since there were three more Cuillin left, I set off again in the early summer of 2002. After several Munros again around Crianlarich, I met my new guide in Carbost. To have a different guide proved to be a wise decision, as in the first three days we had climbed eight of the twelve Cuillin, each with the photograph, but on the fourth day disaster struck. The guide formatted my digital camera, thereby removing all 200 pictures taken to date on the visit! The weather deteriorated as well, which meant that Inpin still remained.  Even though I had now climbed eleven of the twelve, I was missing several of the all important pictures taken at their summits.

   I clearly had to make yet another visit, undertaken in early October 2002. Although the weather was not at its kindest, being the usual heavy drizzle, misty and cold, the guide did eventually decide, on the third day, that Inpin could be attempted. It is an advantage to climb that in a thick mist, since the exposure and drops cannot be seen! (www.inpin.me.uk ).As well as this, I was gradually replacing some of the missing summit pictures, and, with just one day left of the holiday, two remained. But the weather again worsened, and it was unsafe to ascend. We visited the lighthouse on the south of the island instead. So these two summits are missing from my set of Cuillin pictures, and no doubt will remain so for many years!

   To complete the 2002 story I need to write that I visited the Torridon area with a third guide, and during those six days, the seven Munros there were climbed. 

   Because of the 460 miles journey from Ravenshead to Skye, I have broken it up into stages, stopping off at Patterdale in the lakes to do some Wainwrights, and at Crianlarich. My total of Munros is now 35: still a long way to go to climb all 284. But those completed so far have not been part of a high level range of Munros, and have been climbed singly or in pairs. Now that the Cuillin has been completed, more attention can be given to other areas of Scotland, and I hope to make a serious dent in the 249 total that remain, beginning with Knoydart in April. 
   This article, by the way, will serve as an answer to those I see on challenge walks who comment they have not seen me on events so much. Three Scottish visits of about 10 days each in 2002 does reduce somewhat the time available for long distance walking.

   Personally I feel that it is doubtful if I will ever complete all 284 Munros, as time is not standing still, but I will continue to have holidays in Scotland, achieving as many as possible, and taking that all important  summit photograph. During future years I hope to build up www.munro.me.uk to show these pictures. Stay tuned for the latest updates! Such is the addiction of hill walking, Wainwright and Munro bagging. 
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