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Today we are going to be taking a trip, to see some of the instruments of India.  On each stop we will looking at an instrument, and possibly see how it is played.  Each instrument has its own character and unique aspects.  Some will be more familiar than others, but each is important in its own right.  So let’s hop in our noisy little van and travel down the dusty roads of India to find out more.  Let’s start the tour! 
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First Stop:  We’ve learned that the drone is a very important aspect of Indian music.  It is the tonal backbone of any work.  We’ve also seen that one of the most common instruments used to produce that note is the stringed tanpura


.  On this first stop we will hear the sound it makes, and see how it is played.  Pretty simple huh? Let’s see if this teacher knows more.

Second Stop:The second most important sound in Indian music is probably the human voice.  Indian signing is very different tonally from our western singing, but do you notice the similarities.  How does sargam 


relate to our solfedge?  Maybe this teacher can still show us more.

Third Stop:  We are in luck! This teacher also teaches the sitar.  This instrument is very heavily used in Indian music, and is probably one of the most familiar instruments from India.  The teacher hands you an article 


with information on the history of the sitar.  Better read up, because learning about instruments is about more than just learning to play them.  
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Fourth Stop: Time to move on to a teacher that teaches the here


 and look at the different sounds that tabla can make.
tabla 


drum.  This drum is very complex, but the teacher has agreed to show us some basics of playing the drum.  Notice how learning this drum is like learning a new language.  Go 
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We have been so lucky to find two teachers to show us these instruments and let us hear how they sound.  Since the van is nice and warmed up, why don’t you take it out and see if you can find more out there.  HAVE FUN!!!!

