Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to an exciting new school year! Your child will be entering 3rd grade with me, Miss Cioffi. I firmly believe that teaching is a collaborative experience; that you and I must work together for your child to receive an optimal education. There are many ways that you can be involved in our classroom this year and in helping your child learn at home. Below is a list of way in which you can help and volunteer.

[image: image1.png]


Classroom Parties

We will be having the usual classroom parties this year and will need parents to run those. This will include planning activities, crafts, games, food, and anything else your creative minds would like to come up with. The parties will usually take place during the last 45 minutes of class, but can be moved to any time during the day that will fit your schedule. There is a sign up sheet outside our classroom if you are interested. 

Helping in the Classroom

I always have things that need to be cut, papers that need to be graded, or worksheets that need to be copied. If you are free for any amount of time, any time during the day and are interested in coming into the classroom to help with this, or to even walk around and help students with work please come talk to me. We can set up a time for you to come in and be of help. However, if you believe this may be too much of a distraction for your son or daughter then we can place you in the library or workroom and you can still help. 

Giving Tree
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If you are short on time this is the perfect way for you to help. The giving tree is a paper tree that is taped on the wall outside of our classroom. It has leaves that list all sorts of things we need in our classroom. Right now it has things such as: pencils, dry erase markers, buttons, raffia, and beads. The leaves are always changing depending on the activities we will be doing in class. So in the morning when you drop your student off or pick them up just stop by and take a leaf off the tree. Once you have your item you can send it to school with your child or bring it to me before or after school. This may seem like a little contribution but will make the world of difference when we do that activity. 

At Home Reading
I will be sending home a book with your child in a folder that also contains a sign off sheet. You child needs to read that assigned book and have you sign off that he or she did do the reading. It may be a good idea to provide your child a quiet spot where they can read alone or allow them to read aloud to a sibling, friend or you. This is a vital part of learning at home. Having them practice reading allows for them to further their vocabulary, see sentence structure and have that much needed practice.

Homework
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Homework will be sent home with your child every night. Homework is very important. It allows for your child to be alone and thinking about what we have learned that day. It is reinforcing our subject for the day and giving additional practice. Furthermore, if you take the time to check your child’s homework or work one on one with he or she then your child is getting individualized help, which is a great advantage. Please make sure that your child is completing homework on a regular basis. If you are going out of town for an extended period of time just let me know. I can arrange for your child to take homework and activities to work on, if you so desire. 

Home learning

Home learning is something that you can do with your child every day. Home learning does not have to be anything elaborate or well thought out before time. It can be something as simple as having your child help you make cookies, which practices measuring in math. Have them count call boxes by 2’s when you are diving in the car. When they put on a puppet show have them make a sign of the title of their play which practices writing. Every once in a while ask your child how to spell a word or a math fact. Have a pizza night and practice fractions. Little things like this can be fun and give your child the extra practice. 
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Spelling Tests

We will be having spelling tests each Friday. On Monday you will receive a list of words for the week to practice. On Friday we will take the test and the scores will be apart of your child’s progress reports. We will work a lot with the words in class but it is also important to help at home. Have practice tests for your child and help them spell and sound out the words. If you are interested I can provide you with games and ideas to help learn the words of the week.

There are some things that will be going on this year, and ways in which you can help out. I look forward to meeting you all. Please feel free to stop by my classroom before or after school with any questions or concerns you have. You are very important in your child’s education. Together we can make the difference in your child’s learning.

Sincerely,

     Miss Jessica 

