XENOPHON’S ANABASIS: BOOK I

Darius on his deathbed sends for Cyrus

1. Two sons become of Darius and Parysatis, the elder was Artaxerxes, and the younger Cyrus; and when Darius was becoming ill and was suspecting the end of his life, he wished both of his sons to be present. Then the elder one happened being present; and he sent for Cyrus from the province of which he had made him governor; and he appointed him governor of all as many as were mastered in the plain of Castolus. Cyrus then went up taking as a friend Tissaphernes, and he went up having three hundred hoplites of the Greeks, and Xenias of Parrasia as the commander of them.

Cyrus is arrested by his brother, but is released on his mother’s intercession

And when Darius had finished his life and Artaxerxes became established in the kingdom, Tissaphernes falsely accused Cyrus to his brother that he might plot against him. And he was persuaded and he arrested Cyrus as killing him; but the mother interceding sent him back to the province.
He plans revenge
But when he went back having encountered danger and having been dishonored he planned that never again will he be under the power of his brother. But if he is able, he will be king instead of him. His mother Parysatis favored Cyrus, loving him more than Artaxerxes being king. Whoever arrived of those from the king to him having treated all in such a manner, thus he sent them back so that they were more friendly to him than to the king. And he took care of those foreigners under him so that they were able both to fight and to be well disposed to him. And he gathered together a Greek force as best he was able acting secretly, so that he might take the king as unprepared as possible.
His preparations to invade his brother’s realm

Thus he made the gathering of troops. And whatever garrisons he had in the cities, he sent word to each of the commanders to take Peloponnesian men as many and as best as possible, because Tissaphernes was plotting against the cities. And in fact there were Ionian cities of Tissaphernes formerly, having been given by the king, but then they all went over to Cyrus except Miletus; and in Miletus Tissaphernes proceeding beforehand them plotting these very things, namely to go over to Cyrus, killed some, and banished others. And Cyrus taking under his protection the fugitives, collecting an army besieged Miletus both on land and on sea, and he tried to restore those having been banished. And this also was a pretext to him to collect an army. And sending to the king, being the brother of him, he demanded for these cities to be given to him rather than for Tissaphernes to rule over them and his mother supported him in these things; and so the king did not perceive the plot against himself, and he thought that he was fighting against Tissaphernes making expenditures around the army; and so he was not at all troubled by these wars. For Cyrus sent ahead tribute due to the king from the cities of Tissaphernes which he happened having. 
Preparations in the Chersonese

Another army was being gathered for him in Chersonese opposite Abydus in this way. Clearchus the Lacedemonian was a fugitive; meeting him Cyrus admired him and gave him 10,000 darics. And taking the money he gathered together an army with this money, and he made war starting from the Chersonese against the Thracians living beyond the Hellespont and he aided the Greeks. And the cities of the Hellespont being willing collected money for him for the support of the army. This army having been supported in this way escaped his notice.

Preparations in Thessaly

And Aristippus the Thessalean happened being a guest friend to him, and hard pressed by his political enemies at home he came to Cyrus and he asked him for about two thousand mercenaries and for the pay of three months, so as to be superior to his political opponents. Cyrus gave to him around four thousand and the pay of six months, and he asked of him not to make peace with his political opponents before he consulted with him. So again an army having been supported for him in Thessaly escaped his notice.

His ostensible purpose

He ordered Proxenus the Boeotian being a guest friend taking as many men as possible to come, on the grounds of wishing to make an attack against the Pisidians with the Pisidians making business in his country.

And he ordered Sophaenetus the Stymphalian and Socrates the Greek, these also being guest friends, to come taking as many men as possible, thus going to make war on Tissaphernes with the fugitives of the Milesians. And in this way these men did this.

The rendezvous at Sardis

2. When it seemed best to him to go upward, he made a pretext that wishing to throw out the Pisidians altogether from his land; and he collected a foreign and a Greek army against them. From there he ordered Clearchus to come taking as much army as there was to him, and he ordered again to Aristippus to send to himself from home whatever army he had; and he ordered to Xenias the Arcadian, who stood over the mercenary army in the cities, to come taking the others except as many as were enough to guard the acropolis. And he summoned even those besieging Miletus, and he commanded the exiles to join with him in the expedition, promising them, if they accomplished well the things for which he made war, not to stop before he should lead them homeward. And they obeyed gladly; for they trusted him; and taking their arms they came to Sardis. And Xenias taking from the cities around 4,000 hoplites came to Sardis, and Proxenus was present having around 1500 hoplites and 500 light-armed soldiers, and Sophaenetus the Stymphalian; having 1000 hoplites, and Socrates the Achaean having around 500 hoplites, Pasion the Megarion having around 300 hoplites and 300 peltasts were present. And this man and Socrates were of those making an expedition around Miletus. And they arrived to him at Sardis.
