ll. 63.9-66.15

And in addition to this it is necessary for you to go there to become famous because of your deeds; for it is ancestral and besides strength belongs to you.  Adrastus answered: “O king, under other circumstances I would not go to such a contest; for it is not fitting for one experiencing such misfortune to go among comrades doing well, nor is it possible to wish this, and many times I restrained myself.  But now, since you urge me and it is necessary to please you (for I ought to repay you with kindnesses), I am prepared to do these things, and with regard to him guarding consider your son, whom you order me to guard, to return home safe.  When he himself answered Croesus with these things, he went after these things equipped with chosen young men and dogs.  And arriving at Mount Olympus they sought the beast and finding him and standing around him in a circle they threw javelins.  Then the foreigner, the one having been cleansed in respect to murder the one called Adrastus hurling at the boar he missed him but he hit the son of Croesus.  And he indeed having been struck by the spear fulfilled the oracle of the dream, and someone ran announcing to Croesus the thing having happened, and arriving at Sardis he indicated to him the battle and the doom of his son.  Croesus having been greatly distressed by the death of his son complained somewhat more loudly because he killed him whom he himself cleansed of murder.  Being much aggrieved terribly over the misfortune he called on Zeus the purifier, calling to witness the things which he had suffered, from the stranger, and he called on him as god of the hearth and as the god of fellowship, naming him this god, calling him god of the hearth, because having received the stranger in his home, the murderer of his son supporting him he escaped his notice, and (he called him) the god of fellowship, because having sent him as a guard he found him to be the most hostile.  After this the Lydians were present bearing the corpse, and behind the murderer followed it.  He himself standing in front of the corpse surrendered to Croesus extending his hands, ordering him to kill him over the corpse, speaking of the former misfortune of himself, and how in addition to this he had destroyed the one having cleansed him, nor was it fit for him to live.  And Croesus having heard these things pities Adrastus, although being in such a domestic evil, and he said these things: “I have, o stranger, all justice from you, since you condemned yourself to death.  And you are not guilty of this evil to me, unless inasmuch as unwilling you did it, but perhaps someone of the gods, who long ago indicated to me things going to be.  Croesus now buried his son, as was fitting; Adrastus son of Gordias son of Midas, the one having become the murderer of his own brother and the murderer of him having cleansed him, when quiet of men happened around the tomb, realizing himself to be the most wretched of men whom he himself knew, he killed himself over the tomb.

The Prophetic Power of Oracles Tested by Croesus

Croesus for two years sat idly in great grief having been deprived of his son; afterwards the rule of Astyages the son of Cyarxes having been destroyed by Cyrus the son of Cambyses the business of the Persians increasing made Croesus cease from his grief, and he embarked on thought, if somehow he might be able before the Persians became too great to restrain the power of them increasing.  After this thought at once he made trial of the oracles both among the Greeks and in Libya, having sent some to one place and others to another, some went to Delphi and others to Abae of the Phocians, others to Dodona; certain ones were sent to Amphiaraus and to Trophonius, and (others) to Bronchidae of Miletia.  Croesus consulting the oracle sent to these Greek oracles seeking prophesy; but he sent others to Ammon of Libya seeking prophesy.  And he sent them to test the oracles whatever they might think, so that if they might be found knowing the truth, he might ask them a second time if he should attempt to make an expedition against the Persians.  And ordering these things to the Lydians he sent them to the test of the oracles, and from the day on which they started from Sardis, them counting by days from that day for the remaining time up to the 100th day to consult the oracles questioning what Croesus of Alyattes king of the Lydians happened to be doing; as many things as each of the oracles prophesied, the ones sent having written it down brought them back to him.  Whatever the rest of the prophets prophesied it is not said by anyone; but as soon as the Lydians consulting the god entered the temple at Delphi and they questioned the thing having been ordered, Pythia said these things in hexameter measure:

And I know the number of the sand and the measure of the sea,
and I understand the mute and I hear the one not speaking.
The odor of a hard-shelled tortoise has come to my senses

boiled in bronze together with the flesh of a lamb,

to which bronze is put under and to which one puts bronze over it.
The Lydians writing down these things with Pythia prophesying went going to Sardis.  And when the others having been sent were present bearing the prophesies, and then Croesus unfolding each looked at them having been written down.  Indeed none of them pleased him, but when he herd the one from Delphi, immediately he offered vows and he accepted it, having considered the oracle at Delphi to be the only one, because it discovered for him that which he himself did.  For when he sent the prophets to the oracles, having awaited the appointed one of the days, he contrived these things: having thought of things which were impossible to discover and to think of, having cut into pieces a tortoise and a lamb he himself boiled them together in a bronze kettle having put on a bronze lid.  These things were declared at Delphi to Croesus in this way; concerning the answer of the oracle of Amphiareus I am not able to say whatever he prophesied to the Lydians doing the customary things around the temple (for this is not said) other than that he considered this oracle to possess the truth.
