Lines 99.5-103.3

King Rhampsinitus.  Tale of the Clever Thief

And they said that Rhampsinitus succeeding the kingdom of Proteus, who left as memorials the gateways turned toward the west of the temple of Hephaestus, and he stood in front of the gateways two statues like men, being five and twenty of cubits in respect to size, of which the Egyptians call the one facing from the north summer, and the one to the south [they call] winter; and the one that they call summer, they worship this one and they do well, but the one called winter they do the opposite of these things.  Great wealth of silver became to this king, and no one of the succeeding kings afterward was able to surpass or even come near.  Wishing to get built a stone house to store up his wealth in safety, he extended one of the walls of it to the outside part of the house.  The one doing this plotting contrived these things: he prepared one of the stones to be easily taken out from the wall both by two men and by one.  When the building was completed, the king stored up the wealth in it, and with time passing the builder being near the end of his life summoned his sons (for there were two to him), to tell to them that providing of them, they might have a plentiful life, he contrived building the storehouse of the kingdom; relating in full all things to them clearly about the removal of the stone he gave the measurements of it, saying that guarding these things carefully they will be the keepers of the wealth of the king. And he completed his life, and his children did not refrain long from their work, but coming to the palace at night and easily finding the stone in the building they handled it and they carried off much of the wealth.  And when the king happened opening the room, he marveled seeing the coffers lacking money, and he did not have anyone to accuse with the seals being secure and with the building being closed. And when to him opening both two and three times the wealth always appeared less (for the thieves did not cease plundering), and he did these things: he ordered traps to be made and for them to stand around the coffers in which the money was.  And with the thieves coming just as in the time before and with one of them entering, when he came to the coffer immediately he was held fast by the trap; and when he knew that he was in such trouble, immediately he called his brother and he made clear to him the things being present and he commanded him having entered to cut off his head as quickly as possible, so that he himself having been seen and having become known who he was might not destroy in addition to that one; and he seemed to him to speak well and he having been persuaded did the things and having fitted the stone he went back to his home, bearing the head of his brother.  And when day became, the king returning to the building was astonished seeing the body of the thief in the trap being without a head, and the building unharmed having neither a way in nor a way out.  And being perplexed he did these things: he ordered the corpse of the thief to be suspended from the wall, and having established guards of it, if they saw someone weeping aloud or uttering lamentations, arresting them (he ordered them) to lead him to himself.  And with the corpse hanging the mother bore it terribly, making words to the surviving son, she ordered him by whatever means he could to contrive that he carry the body of his brother having loosened it; and if he should neglect these things she threatened violently that going to the king she would reveal him having the money.  And when the mother of the surviving child handled him roughly and he saying many things to her he did not persuade her, he contrived the following things: having packed up asses and having filled wineskins with wine, he placed them on the asses and then he drove them; and when he was near those guarding the body having been hung, having drawn up the necks of two or three wineskins he loosened them having been fastened; and the wine flowed out, he struck his head shouting greatly as to not knowing to which of the asses to turn to first; and when the guards saw the much wine flowing, they assembled at the road holding the vessels and making this in profit to collect it having flowed out.  And he railed furiously pretending anger to all; and with the guards comforting him in time he pretended to be appeased and he ceased from his anger, and finally he drove from the road and put them in order.  And when there became many words and someone both jeered at him and brought about laughter, he gave in addition to them one of the wineskins; and they having reclined there just as they were disposed to drink and they invited him and they commanded him remaining together with them to drink; and he was persuaded and he remained behind.  And when they welcomed him to the drinking hospitably, he even gave to them in addition another of the wineskins; and using the drink to excess the guards became excessively drunk and having been conquered by sleep they slept there where they were drinking; and he, when it was far into the night, loosened the body of his brother and as an insult he shaved the right cheek of all the guards, and placing the corpse on the asses he drove them home, having accomplished the things having been commanded by his mother.  And the king, when the body of the thief having been stolen was reported to him, took it badly, and he resolving completely to find whoever was the one contriving these things, and he did these things, to me not believable: commanding his daughter to be placed in a brothel, and for all to be received equally, and before having intercourse, she compelled him to say to her what in life he did the most clever and the most unholy; and he who should relate the things having happened concerning the thief, to arrest him and to not let him go out.  When the child did the things having been ordered by her father, the thief having learned on account of which she did these things, wishing to be superior to the cleverness of the king did these things: having cut the arm at the shoulder of a recently slain corpse he went having it under his cloak, and coming to the daughter of the king and having been asked the things which the others were asked, he related that the most unholy thing he had done was that he cut off the head of his brother having been caught by a trap in the treasury of the king, and that the most clever thing was that having made the guards drunk he loosened the hung corpse of his brother.  And she, when she heard, seized him; but the thief in the darkness extended to her the arm of the corpse; and taking it she held it, thinking to hold onto the arm of him himself; and the thief letting it go to her went through the doors fleeing.  And when these things were reported to the king, he was astounded at the courage and the cleverness of the man, and finally sending to all the cities he proclaimed giving freedom from fear and promising to him coming into his sight great things; and the thief trusting came to him, and Rhampsinitus marveled greatly and he gave him this daughter in marriage as to the one knowing the most of men; for the Egyptians are preferred to others, and he to the Egyptians.
Lines 188.28-29 (inscription)
O stranger, announce to the Lacedaemonians that

we lie here obedient to the words of them.
