For the Athenians themselves were not able to do this; for they were bound by great oaths for ten years to use the laws which Solon made for them. Solon out of the state for the sake of these very things and also for the sake of sightseeing arrived in Egypt at the court of Amasis and to Sardis at the court of Croesus. And having arrived he was treated as a guest in the palace by Croesus; afterwards on the third or fourth day with Croesus ordering the servants led Solon around the treasury and they stowed him all things being great and prosperous. And Croesus asked him, seeing and examining all things, these things, when it was according to the right time: “Athenian guest, many a story has reached us concerning you for the sake of both your wisdom and your travels, now seeking wisdom you have come to many a land for the sake of sightseeing; now longing has come over me to ask you if you have seen who is the happiest of all men.” Expecting to be the happiest of men he asked these things, but Solon having been flattered not at all, but using it being said: “O king, Telus the Athenian.” Marveling much at the thing having been said Croesus asked earnestly: “Why do you judge Telus to be the happiest?” But he said: “On the one hand with the city doing well both beautiful and noble children being born to all of them and all of them surviving, and on the other hand to him being well off of life, thus in our opinion, a most splendid end of life happened to him; for with a battle happening to the Athenians against their neighbors in Eleusis having aided and having made a route of the enemy he died most nobly, and the Athenians publicly buried him exactly where he fell and they honored him greatly.” When as to the thing about Telus Solon having said things many and prosperous, urged Croesus to ask, he asked whom he saw second after that one, thinking surely to win then the second prize. And he said: “Cleobis and Biton. For to them being Argive in respect to birth life remained being enough and in addition to this strength of body of this type; they were both equally prizewinning, and indeed this story is told: there being a festival to Hera for the Argives it was altogether necessary for the mother of them to be carried in a chariot to the temple but their oxen did not arrive from the field on time and they having been prevented by time the young men themselves going under the loop of the yoke dragged the wagon and on the wagon their mother was carried and having carried her for 45 stades they arrived at the temple. To them having done these things and being seen by the festival assembly the best end of life happened and god showed in these people how it is better for a man being dead than alive. For indeed the Argives standing around congratulated the mother of them for such fine sons as she obtained. The mother being very delighted both in the work and in the fame, standing opposite the statue, prayed for Cleobis and also Biton her children, who honored her greatly, for the god to give that which is best to happen to a man.  After this prayer when they sacrificed and they feasted, sleeping in the temple itself the young men no longer stood up, but they were held in this end.  But the Argives having made images of them dedicated them at Delphi as of men becoming the best.  Solon indeed assigned the second prize of happiness to them, and Croesus having become angry said: “O Athenian stranger, our happiness thus is thrown into nothing, as you have made us worthy not even of common men?” And he said: “O Croesus, you question me believing every god being jealous and troublesome about the affairs of men. For in long life there are many things which one would wish not to see, and many things to suffer. To me you appear to be very rich and to be the king of many men; but you ask me that which I cannot yet say, before I learn of you having completed your life well. For the very rich man is not at all happier than him having enough for a day, if good fortune does not follow him having all things well to complete his life. For many very rich men are wretched, but many having moderately of life are fortunate. It is necessary to look to the end of every business as to how it turned out; for god having shown happiness to many ruined them root and branch.” Saying these things to Croesus, he (Croesus) was not pleased in anyway, nor having made him (Solon) of any account he sent him away, thinking him to be very unwise, he who disregarding the goods being present commanded him to look to the end of every business.
The Fate of Croesus’s Oldest Son

After Solon going great vengeance of god took Croesus, as one may guess, because he considered himself to be the most fortunate of all men.
