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Indeed I speaking made each of these things known to my companions;

and meanwhile our well-made ship quickly arrived

at the island of the Sirens; for a safe wind drove it on.

Then the wind immediately ceased, and a windless calm

came about, and a divine power calmed the waves.

And my companions standing up folded the sails of the ship

and they put it in the hollow ship, and they sitting at the oars

made the water white with polished pine oars.
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But I having cut up a large round mass of wax with sharp bronze

pressed it into small pieces with strong hands;

and quickly the wax was melted since the great force and the light

of the Sun lord Hyperion commanded it,

and I daubed it in order upon the ears to all my comrades.

And they bound together the hands and feet to me in the ship

straight on the mast-step, and from it they fastened ropes;

and they themselves sitting down struck the grey sea with oars.

But when we were as far away, as a man having shouted makes himself heard,

moving near and they prepared their clear song:
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‘Come hither going, glorious Odysseus, great glory of the Achaeans,

stop your ship, so that you may hear our voice.

For not yet did anyone sail past here with his dark ship,

before hearing the sweet voice from our mouths,

but he having taken his fill returns knowing even more things;

for we know all things, as many things as

the Argives and Trojans suffered in broad Troy by the will of the gods,

and we know, as many things as happened upon the fruitful earth.’


Thus they spoke sending forth beautiful voices; but my heart

wished to listen, and I ordered my companions to release me

motioning with my eyebrows; but they bending forward rowed.
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And immediately Permides and Eurolychus having stood up

tied me in more bonds and they pressed me more.

But when indeed they rode past them, and then we no longer

heard the voice and song of the Sirens,

my loyal companions quickly took  away the wax,

which I daubed on the ears to them, and they loosed me from the bonds.


But when indeed we left the island, then immediately

I saw mist and a great wave and I heard a roar.

And the oars flew from the hands of the fearful men,

and all of them splashed down into the stream; and the ship held itself

there, since they no longer drove the sharpened oars with their hands.

But I going through the ship encouraged the companions

with gentle words standing beside each man.
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‘O friends, for we are not at all ignorant of evil things;

indeed this evil is not greater than, when the Cyclops

confined us in a hollow cave with strong force;

but even then by my virtue, and by my planning and mind,

we escaped, and I think that we shall perhaps remember these things.

But now come, however I may speak, let us all obey.

Strike the deep surf of the sea with the oars

sitting at the oarlocks, if somehow Zeus

might grant us to escape and avoid this destruction;

but, pilot, I give orders to you in this way; but into your heart

throw this, since you steer the rudders of the hollow ship.

Keep the ship away from this mist and wave,


and seek out the crag, lest it
having rushed forward there deceive you and you throw us into evil.’

169

 
Thus I spoke, and they quickly obeyed my words.

And not yet did I mention Scylla, the unconquerable grief,

lest my companions having become afraid cease from

rowing, and hide themselves inside.

And then indeed I forgot the painful command of Circe,

but I having put on my famous weapons and having taken two large spears

in my hands I went onto the deck of the ship’s

prow, for there I expected it first to appear

Scylla of the rock, which bore pain for the comrades to me.

Nor was I able to see it anywhere, and the eyes to me grew weary

looking everywhere towards the misty rock.
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We weeping sailed up the strait;

there there was Scylla, and on the other side bright Charybdis

swallowed the salty water of the sea terribly.

Indeed when she vomited forth, like a kettle on much fire

having been stirred up she entirely foamed up, and on high the foam

fell on both high crags;

but when she swallowed the salty water of the sea,

she being stirred up appeared entirely within, and the rock

roared terribly around, and below the earth appeared

dark with sand; and green fear seized them.

We looked towards her having feared destruction;

meanwhile Scylla seized six comrades to me from the hollow ship,



who were the best with their hands and in force.

