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And having looked at the swift ship and at the same time for my companions

I noticed the feet and hands of them

being lifted on high from above; and they shouted calling me

by name, then for the last time grieving at heart.

And just as when a fisherman on a lofty projecting point

throwing food as bait to small fish with a rod

sends forth into the sea the horn of a field-dwelling ox,

and then having taken it gasping he throws it to the door,

thus they gasping were lifted towards the rocks;

and there in the doorway she devoured them shrieking,

extending their hands to me in terrible strife;

indeed I saw this with my own eyes as the most pitiful thing

of all, as many as I suffered exploring the passages of the sea.
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But when we fled the rocks and terrible Charybdis

and Scylla, then immediately we arrived at the excellent island of the god

and there there were noble cows with broad foreheads,

and many fat flocks of the Sun Hyperion.

Then indeed I still being at sea in a dark ship

heard the lowing of the penned-up cows

and the bleating of the sheep; and the word

of the blind seer, Theban Tiresias, fell into the heart to me,

of Circe of Aea, who very seriously commanded me

to avoid the island of the Sun the delighter of mortals.

Then indeed I grieving at heart addressed my comrades:
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‘Hear my words though suffering evil things comrades,

so that I may tell you the prophesies of Tiresias

and of Circe of Aea, who commanded me very seriously

to avoid the island of the Sun the delighter of mortals;

for there they said that there was the most terrible evil for us;

but drive the dark ship past the island.’


Thus I spoke, and the dear heart to them was crushed.

And immediately Eurylochus answered me with a hateful speech:

‘You are cruel, Odyseus; strength is excelling for you, nor in any way do you

wear out your limbs; all things to you have been made of iron,

you who do not allow the comrades having been sated with toil and also sleep

to go upon the land, wherein turn

we may make a delicious supper on the sea-girt island,

but otherwise you have urged us to wander through the swift night

having been driven from the island on the hazy sea.
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And after nightfall winds became difficult, destruction of ships;


in what way could anyone escape utter destruction,

if perhaps a storm of wind comes on suddenly,

either of the South Wind or of the stormy Zephyr, which especially

tear apart a ship against the will of the lord gods?

But indeed now let us obey the dark night

and let us staying near the swift ship prepare a meal,

and in the morning we having gone up shall launch it on the broad sea.’


Thus Eurylochus spoke, and then the other companions praised him

And then indeed I knew that a spirit planned evil things,

and having uttered winged words I addressed him:
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‘Eurylochus, indeed you greatly constrain me being alone.

But come now all of you swear a strong oath to me:

if we find any herd of cattle or a great flock of sheep,


do not kill by evil folly

either any ox or any flock but undisturbed

eat the food, which immortal Circe gave.’


Thus I spoke, and immediately they swore, as I commanded.

Moreover when they swore and completed the oath,

we stood the well-made ship in the hollow harbor

near the sweet water, and they companions disembarked

from the ship, and then they skillfully prepared a meal.

But when they put off the desire of drink and food,

ten indeed having remembered the dear comrades they wept,

whom Scylla ate having seized them from the hollow ship;

and sweet sleep came upon them weeping.
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And when it was in the third part of the night, and the stars had gone over,

cloud-gathering Zeus raise then a fierce wind

with a divine tempest, and covered with clouds

the earth and sea together; and night had arisen from heaven.

And when early-born rosy-fingered dawn appeared,

we moored the hollow ship having drawn in a cave;

and then I having made an assembly spoke a word:

‘O friends, for there is food and drink in the swift ship,


and let us hold back from those cattle, lest we suffer at all;

for these are the cows and the fat flocks of a dreadful god,

the Sun God, who looks upon all things and hears all things.
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Thus I spoke, and the brave hear to them obeyed.

And an unceasing South wind blew for an entire month, nor did any other

of the winds then come about except the East wind and the South wind.

And while they had food and red wine,

they restrained themselves from the cows desiring life.

But when indeed all provisions of the ship were used up,

and indeed they wandering by necessity pursued the hunt,

fish and birds, whatever might reach their dear hands,

with bent hooks, and hunger distressed their stomach.

Then indeed I went away on the island, so that

I might pray to all the gods, who hold Olympus,

and they poured sweet sleep upon the eyelids to me.

