The Fate of Croesus’s Oldest Son

After Solon going great vengeance of god took Croesus, as one may guess, because he considered himself to be the most fortunate of all men.  At once a dream stood over him sleeping, (a dream) which showed the truth of evils about to happen to his son.  There were to Croesus two sons, the one of whom was ruined, for he was deaf and dumb, and the other was first by far in respect to all things of his comrades; and the name to him was Atys.  The dream indicated to Croesus, that he would lose him, this Atys, having been struck by an iron spear.  And when he woke up and having considered the story of the dream to himself having feared the dream he got a wife for his son, and (the son) being accustomed to command the Lydians, he (Croesus) sent him out in no way for this business, but having taken out the javelins and the spears and all such things which the men use in war, from the men's quarters he heaped them up together in the bedrooms, lest anything hanging over him might fall on his son. And with the son to him holding the marriage in his hands a man arrived at Sardis being held by misfortune and being not clean in respect to his hands, being Phrygian by birth, and of a royal family.  And he arriving at the home of Croesus wanted to obtain a cleansing according tot he laws of the land, and Croesus cleansed it.  And cleansing in similar for Lydians and for Greeks.  When Croesus did the customary things, he inquired from where and who he was, saying the these things: “O man, being who and coming from where of Phrygia do you become to me at the hearth?  Whom of men or women have you murdered?” And he answered: “O king, I am the son of Gordias of Midas, and I am called Adrastus, and having murdered my brother unwilling I am present having been driven out by my father and having been deprived of all things.”  And Croesus answered him with the following things: “You happen being a descendent of friends and you have arrived at friends, where you will lack nothing of goods remaining at our (house).  Bearing this misfortune as lightly as possible you will profit the most.” He indeed held the way of life of Croesus, and in this very time a great thing of a boar happened on Mysian Mount Olympus; he rushing down from the mountain was destroying the cultivated fields of the Mysians, and often the Mysians going out against him were doing no harm, but they were suffering from him.  And finally arriving at the court of Croesus messengers from the Mysians said these things: “O king, the greatest thing of a boar has appeared to us in our country, which is destroying our cultivated fields.  We desiring eagerly are not able to capture him.  Now therefore we ask of you to send your son and chosen young men and dogs to us so that we may drive him from the land.  Indeed they were asking these things, but Croesus, remembering the dream, spoke these words to them: “Do not mention concerning my son; for I will not send him to you; for he is newly married and these things now are a care to him. I shall send chosen men of the Lydians and the whole pack of hounds and I will command those going to be as eager as possible to drive out for you the beast from the land.”  He answered these things.  And with the Mysians being content with these things the son of Croesus entered having heard the things which the Mysians asked for.  With Croesus saying no to send his son to them, the young man says these things to him: “O father, formerly the fairest and the noblest things were to us to be honored going back and forth to wars and to hunts.  But now you hold me having shut me out from both of these, seeing neither any cowardice nor lack of spirit in me.  Now with what sort of eyes is it necessary for me to appear going back and forth to the assembly and from the assembly? Of what sort will I seem to be to the fellow citizens, and of what sort to my newly-wedded wife?  With what sort of man will she seem to live?  Either allow me to go to the hunt, or persuade me with a word how it is better for me doing these things thus.” And Croesus answered with these things: “O child, seeing neither cowardice nor any other thing disagreeable in you I do these things, but the vision of a dream standing over me in sleep said that you will be short-lived and that you will be killed by an iron spear.  With regard to this sight, I hastened this marriage for you and I do not send you to these undertakings, guarding you, if I might be able to steal you away in my life.  For you happen being the only child to me; for I do not consider the other ruined one to be mine.”  The young man answered with these words: “It is pardonable to you, o father, seeing such a vision to hold a guard concerning me; but that which you don't understand, but that the dream has deceived you, it is just for me to point out.  You say that the dream shows to you that I will die by an iron spear; what sort of hands are there of a boar and what sort of iron spear is it which you fear? For in indeed it said to you that I will die by a tooth or by any other thing which befits him, then it would be necessary for you to do the things which you are doing; but now by a spear. Since a battle against men does not happen for us, let me go.”  Croesus answered: “O child, there is a way which you surpass me revealing an opinion concerning the dream; thus having been surpassed by you I change my mind and I let you to go to the hunt.” And having said these things Croesus sent for the Phrygian Adrastus, and he said these things: “Adrastus, I cleansed you having been struck by unpleasant misfortune, which I did not reproach you for, and having received you in my home I have you furnishing every expense; therefore now, you ought with me doing in advance benefits to you to repay me with benefits, I ask you to become the guardian of my son being eager for the hunt, lest any evil thieves on the way appear for you for harm.”
