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Cambyses the successor of Cyrus. Designs upon Egypt


With Cyrus having died Cambyses took the kingdom, being the son of Cyrus and of Cassandanes the daughter of Pharnaseus, and with her dying first Cyrus himself made great grief and he proclaimed to all the others whom he ruled to make grief. Being the child of that woman and of Cyrus Cambyses considered the Ionians and the Aeolians as being ancestral slaves, and he made an expedition against Egypt, seizing both others whom he ruled and in particular those Greeks whom he ruled.
The Oldest Race Determined by Psammetichus

And the Egyptians, before Psammetichus was king of them, considered themselves to be the first of all men. And when Psammetichus having become king wished to know whoever was first, afterwards they considered the Phrygians to be before themselves, and themselves before the other. When Psammetichus inquiring was not able to find out any way of this as to who might be the first of men he devised this: he gave two newly-born children of men happening to be a shepherd to raise among his flocks in such a way as this, having ordered no one to utter any sound in front of them and that for them themselves to lie in an empty room by themselves, and at the proper time to lead in goats to them, and having filled them with milk to accomplish the other things. Psammetichus did and ordered these things wishing to hear the children having departed from unintelligible whinings, which sound they would make first.  These very things therefore happened. For when a time of two years happened to the shepherd doing these things, opening the door and going in both children falling on him shouted “Bekos” [bread] stretching out their hand having heard these things at first the shepherd was quiet when to him going back often and giving heed thus having indicated to the master he led the children into the sight of him ordering.  And having heard Psammetichus  himself having obeyed inquired who of men called something bread? And inquiring he found that the Phrygians called it bread. Thus the Egyptians assented and having concluded in this business that the Phrygians were older than them themselves.

History of Egypt

Menes and Nitocris


The priests said that Menes first being king of Egypt damned off Memphis and then said that he founded a temple of Hephaestus in it, being great and worth describing. And after him the priest recounted three hundred and thirty names of other kings from a roll. In so many generations of men, there were eighteen Ethiopians, and one native woman, and the rest Egyptian men.  The name to the woman was, she who was queen, the very same as to the Babylonians queen Nitocris. They said that she avenging her brother whom the Egyptians killed being king of them and killing him this they gave to her the throne and that she avenging him destroyed many of the Egyptians by a trick, for she making a very large room underground used it for the first time in word but in mind she contrived other things. She having called those of the Egyptians whom she knew (to be) the most guilty of the murder. But to them feasting she led in the river though a large hidden canal concerning her they said only so much except that, when this had been accomplished, she threw herself into a room full of ashes, so that she might become unpunished.
King Proteus.  Legend of the Detention in Egypt of the Spartan Helen


They said that a man of Memphis succeeded to the throne of him, and to him in the language of the Greeks was Proteus; there is in Memphis a sacred plot of him, very beautiful and well-ordered, lying to that south wind of the temple of Hephaestus. Phoenician Tyrians live around this enclosure, and this whole region is called the camp of the Tyrians. There is in the enclosure of Proteus a temple which is called (the temple) of foreign Aphrodite, I infer this to be the temple of Helen the daughter of Tyndarus having heard the story that Helen lived with Proteus, and also that named after Aphrodite the foreigner; for as many other temples of Aphrodite there are in no way is there another one of the foreigner. And the priest said to ? that the things concerning Helen happened thus: Alexander having carried off Helen sailed from Sparta to his own land and when as happened in the Aegean sea violent winds drove him from his course to the sea of Egypt; and after that, since the winds did not cease, he arrived at Egypt and the mouth of the Nile of Egypt called now the Canobic and the salting places. There was on the beach, and there is now, a temple of Heracles, in which (temple) if a house slave of whomever of men fleeing puts up on himself the holy signs, having given himself to god, it is not possible to lay hold to him. This law continues being the same up to my time from the beginning. And the servants of Alexander revolted learning by inquiry of the law holding concerning the temple, and sitting as suppliants of god they accused Alexander, wishing to harm him, relating the whole story how it was concerning Helen and the wrong against Menelaus; and they accused these things to the priests and to the guard of the mouth, the name to whom was Thonis. Having heard these things Thonis sends by the quickest way a messenger to Memphis to Proteus saying these things: “A foreigner has come, Trojan in respect to birth, having done a profane deed in Greece.  For having deceived his own host he came leading this wife herself and very many possessions, having been carried by the winds to your land; therefore do we allow him to sail away unharmed or do we allow him to sail away unharmed or do we recover the things which he came having?” Proteus sends in reply to these things saying thus: “Whoever in the world is the one having done unholy things to the host of himself having arrested this man lead him to me so that I may know whatever in the world he will say.”  And having heard these things, Thonis arrested Alexander and detains the ships of him and next he led him and Helen and the possessions to Memphis and to the suppliants. And with all these things having been conveyed up Proteus questioned Alexander as to who he was and from where he sailed. And he said to him his birth and he said the name of his fatherland and indeed he related the voyage from where he sailed. Afterwards Proteus asked him from where he took Helen; with Alexander beating around the bush in his story and not telling the truth those having become suppliant questioned him relating the whole story of him having done wrong. Finally Proteus declared this word to him saying that if I did not consider it of much value to kill anyone of foreigners as many as having been driven here by the winds as many came to my land, I would punish you on behalf of the Greek, you who most evil of men happening among guestfriends did the most unholy deed.  And you came upon the wife of your guestfriend, but these things did not suffice for you, but having excited her you went having her, and these things alone did not suffice for you but you went having plundered the home of your guestfriend. 
