HERODOTUS
Book I

Title and Purpose of the Work


This is the publication of the research of Herodotus of Halicarnassus, so that things having happened from men may not become extinct with time, (so that) deeds both great and marvelous, things done on one hand by the Greeks, and things done on the other hand by foreigners, may not become unsung, both other things and the cause on account of which they fought with each other.
Origin of the Quarrel between the East and the West


The learned ones of the Persians now say that the Phoenicians are guilty of the quarrel; for those coming from the sea called red to this sea and having inhabited this land which they even now inhabit, at once they applied themselves to long sea voyages, and carrying wares, both Egyptian and Assyrian, they arrived both elsewhere and in particular at Argos. Argos at this time surpassed in all things those in the land now called Greece.  The Phoenicians having arrived at Argos disposed of their wares.  On the fifth or sixth day from the one on which they arrived, nearly all things having been sold by them many other women came to the sea and indeed the daughter of the king; the name to her was, according to the same thing which the Greeks also say, Io of Inachus.  These women standing at the stern of the ship bargained for the wares, the desire of which was especially to them, and the Phoenicians having given orders rushed at them. Most of the women escaped, but Io was seized with the others, having been thrown onto the ship they went sailing to Egypt.  In this was the Persians say that Io came to Egypt, but not the Greeks, and this began the first of the wrongs; after these things they say that certain ones of the Greeks (for they are not able to relate names) putting in at Tyre of Phoenicia seized the daughter of the king Europa. These would be Cretans.  These things became equal for equals for them.  After these things the Greeks became guilty of a second injustice. For having sailed in a long (war) ship to Caulkian Aea and to the Phasis river, from there having accomplished also the other things for the sake of which they came, they seized the daughter of the king Medea.  Having sent a Caulkian herald to Greece, they demanded both justice of seizure and they demanded back the daughter, they (Greeks) answered thus that they (Phoenicians) did not give justice to them for the seizure of Argive Io; nor would they themselves give it to them.  In the second generation after these things they say that Paris the one of Priam having heard these things wished for a wife to become to himself from Greece through seizure, thinking absolutely that he would not pay justice; for those did not pay. Thus indeed with him having seized Helen it seemed best to the Greeks first (for them) having sent messengers to demand Helen back and to demand justice for the seizure. With these things having been preposed they reproached them for the seizure of Medea, as they themselves not giving justice not giving her up with them demanding that they would wish for justice to become to them from others. Up to this therefore there were only seizures from each other but after this indeed the Greeks became greatly guilty; for they began to make expeditions into Asia before those (Asians) (made expeditions) into Europe.
