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But I sat down upon the rocks and the seashore,

looking upon the barren sea, wasting away with waves,

lamenting my return and longing to see

my wife again, of whom I am always desirous for all my days.

There for seven years I remained unchanged, and I always
moistened my clothes with tears, fragrant ones which Calypso gave to me;

but when indeed the eighth year having revolved came around for me,

even then indeed she inciting me ordered me to return

by a message of Zeus, or even the mind of her was turned.

And she sent me on a sturdy raft and she gave many things,
food and sweet wine, and she put fragrant clothes on me;

and she sent forth a safe and warm wind.
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And I traveling on the sea sailed for seven and ten days,

and on the eighteenth the shadowy mountains

of the land of Alcinous appeared, and the dear heart to me

being unlucky rejoiced; for I was still about to be joined with

much sorrow, which Poseidon the earth-shaker roused for me,

he who having rushed winds forth hindered me from the path,
and he agitated the endless sea, nor did any wave

allow me groaning vehemently to be carried upon the raft.

Then the blast shattered it; but I

swimming cut through the great gulf, until

the wind and water carrying me brought me to the land of the Phaeacians.

189

There a wave would have forced me going forth upon the land,

having thrown me on large rocks and a painful region;

but I having drawn back swam again, until I came upon

a river, where indeed the land appeared best to me,

free from rocks, and there was a refuge from the wind at hand.

And I rallying fell out, and the fragrant night

came on.  And I having gone away from the rain-fed river

fell asleep in the bushes, and all around

I heaped leaves; and a god poured down boundless sleep.

There in the leaves grieving in my dear heart

I slept, all night long and to the dawn and the middle of the day.

And the sun drew towards evening and sweet sleep left me.
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“Dear daddy, could you not prepare for me

a high well-wheeled wagon, so that I may bring the excellent clothes

to the river for washing, which lie dirty for me?

And it is fitting for you yourself being among the first

to plan plans having clean clothes on your skin.

And five dear sons have been born for you in your halls,

two being wedded, and three flourishing unmarried youths;

and they always wish having newly washed clothes

to go to the dancing place; and all these things having been a care to my mind.”


Thus she spoke; for she blushed to mention flourishing marriage

to her dear father.  But he perceived all things and he answered with a speech:

“I am begrudging of neither mules for you, child, nor anything else.

Come, moreover servants will prepare a

high well-wheeled wagon, having been fitted with a box.”
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Having spoken thus he ordered the servants, and they obeyed.

And they prepared a well-wheeled wagon drawn by mules outside,


and they led mules underneath and they yoked them under the wagon.

And the girl brought the shining clothing out of the store-room.
And she put it down on the well-polished wagon,

and the mother put pleasing food of all sorts in a box,


 and in it cooked meats, and she poured wine

into a goatskin bag; and the daughter went upon the wagon.

And she gave fluid olive oil in a golden flask,

so that she might anoint herself with the attendant women.

And she took the whip and the shining reins,

and the mules flew, and they carried the clothes and the girl herself,

not alone, other attendants went with her.
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 But when indeed they reached the very beautiful stream of the river,

there the washing-places were ever-flowing, and much beautiful water

flowed up to clean the things though being very dirty,

then they released the mules from the wagon.

And they drove them along the swirling river

to nibble sweet grass, and from the wagon they

took the clothes with their hands and they brought them in the dark water,

and they trampled them in the holes quickly displaying rivalry.

but when they washed and cleansed all the dirt,

they spread them in order along the beach of the sea, where especially

the sea washed up pebbles to the land.

And having washed themselves and anointed themselves richly with oil

then they took dinner near the banks of the river,

and they waited for the clothes to dry by the light of the sun.
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Moreover when the handmaidens and she took their fill of food,

and they having thrown away their veils played with a ball;
and white-armed Nausicaa began the play for them.

And just as arrow-shooting Artemis goes down the mountains,

either down lofty Taÿgetus or Erymanthus,

taking delight in boars and swift deer;

and there the nymphs, daughters of aegis-bearing Zeus,

living in the fields play, and Leto rejoices in her heart;

and she has a head and forehead above all,

and she is easily recognizable, but all are beautiful;

thus the unmarried maiden was preeminent among her handmaidens.


But when indeed she was about to return home again
having yoked the mules and having folded the beautiful clothes,

then the goddess, grey-eyed Athena, thought other things,

how Odysseus might awaken and might see the beautiful girl,

who might lead him to the city of the Phaeacian men.
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Then the princess threw the ball at her handmaiden;

she missed the handmaid, and she threw it into a deep whirlpool;

and they shouted loudly; and glorious Odysseus awoke,

and sitting up he pondered in his mind and in his heart:

“O my, at what mortals’ land do I arrive?

Are they violent and wild and not just,

or are they hospitable and is the mind to them god-fearing?

A female shout surrounded me as though of maidens, 

of nymphs, who hold the lofty summits of mountains
and the porings  of rivers and the grassy meadows.

Or perhaps I am near people using mortal speech?

But come I myself shall make trial of it and let me see.”

Having spoken this glorious Odysseus came forth from the bushes,

and from the thick wood he broke with his strong hand a branch

of leaves, so that he might protect the nakedness of the man around his person.
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And he set out to go like a mountain-bred lion having trusted in its prowess,
which goes rained upon and blown about, but within the eyes to it

are lit up; oreover it goes among the oxen of the sheep

or among wild deer; and its stomach orders it

intending to make trial of flocks to go even into a crowded house;

thus Odysseus was about to mingle with the fair-tressed girls

though being naked; for necessity came upon him.

And he appeared frightful to them having been befouled by brine,

and they fled different ones in different directions upon the jutting shores.

But the daughter of Alcinous alone remained, for Athene

put courage in the mind to her and she took the fear out of her limvs.

And she stood opposite having held herself, and Odysseus pondered,
whether he having taken hold of her knees he might entreat the fair maiden,

or likewise from afar with pleasant words

he might entreat her, if she might show him the city and give him clothes.

