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Inheritance

My momma has a secret hobby,

she told me not to tell a soul.

She carves tattoos into her body

but to die is not her goal.

She takes a nail and makes it hot

and puts the flat part on her skin.

I really wish that she would stop

but the nail goes deeper in.

Sometimes she takes a cigarette

and burns a pattern on her arm.

My daddy hasn’t noticed yet.

She tells me that she’s in no harm.

A knife is pressed onto her breast

and the cutting has begun.

As her blood leaks I protest,

the words she’s carved read “Trust No One.”

My momma has a secret hobby,

but tells me that she’s doing fine.

She doesn’t know that with my body

her bad habits are now mine.

