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International Rescuer Day 2005 (Jan 17,2005) - Press Release
The first annual International Rescuer Day event took take place in Jerusalem on January 17: 60th anniversary of Raoul Wallenberg’s abduction. Similar events were held internationally on or around this date. Many talented and dedicated people from Israel and internationally contributed content to the event and helped make it a success. Much as Yom Ha Shoah is to remember the dark and tragic side of the Shoah, annual International Rescuer Days will be to remember, honor and learn from major non-Jewish and Jewish Shoah era rescuers, who were the “lights” in that terrible time. Event purposes were to:

1) without delay remember rescuers, Jewish and non-Jewish alike

2) learn from the important positive deeds of rescuers and also from tragic failures of major rescue opportunities

3) teach by the major rescuers’ example the great value of non-egocentric individualism, which characterized many of the rescuers
4) remember that the Shoah brought out the worst in some and the best in others
5) assure that Shoah history is presented without omissions and changes of emphasis
Speakers had great admiration for Raoul Wallenberg and other rescuers and many felt that a Rescuer Day needs to be held from now on. Event organizers internationally expressed similar plans. The Jerusalem Working Group announced plans to help initiate tens of events around the world for International Rescuer Day 2006. There were songs and poems about Carl Lutz, Raoul Wallenberg, Giorgio Perlasca and other rescuers and a very moving classical composition, “Beacons in the Dark”. Much of this was written for the event. Of three beautiful Yiddish songs two were based on poems written during the Shoah.

A number of speakers stated that it is counter-productive that major Holocaust centers excise part of Holocaust history and decline to give appropriate place in history to the stories of Jewish rescuers, some of whom saved thousands and even tens of thousands. It was pointed out that, as a consequence, we don’t name streets after them, issued no stamps in their honor, in general don’t teach about them, on Yom Ha Shoah we don’t remember them, and have no major exhibits about them. This needs to change without delay. In addition, it was said that non-Jewish rescuers like Raoul Wallenberg and Carl Lutz who saved so many Jews need to be given greater recognition in Israel.

Future annual International Rescuer Day events will assure that our rescuers are not forgotten and become a significant part of Shoah history. The fact that by ignoring Jewish rescuers history was altered shows that whereas Holocaust centers do some important work, apparently they require much closer, independent, critical overview. It is hoped that they will change their policy regarding recognition of Jewish rescuers. This is not expected to happen in the near future, thus a new type of center dedicated to Beacons in the Dark seems to be required, at least in Jerusalem and Washington.

The Jerusalem Working Group sent an open letter to Yad Vashem’s Board of Directors, Minister Limor Livnat, Minister Nathan Sharansky and the Knesset requesting that the above issues be addressed with due seriousness and without delay.

The Program

Dr. Andras Gyenge (Ambassador of Hungary), Robert Rydberg (Ambassador of Sweden), Mr. Martin Rodan (Slovak Honorary Consul), Susana Gun de Hasenson (Ambassador of El Salvador) and Thomas Oertle (Swiss diplomat) spoke for the countries they represent. 

The event was chaired by Dr. Becky Kook (Ben Gurion University), Bill Mehlman (AFSI) and Toby Willig (Emunah). Dr. Becky Kook (major Jewish rescuer Hillel Kook’s daughter), Agnes Hirschi (Swiss diplomat Carl Lutz’ daughter) and Louise von Dardel (Raoul Wallenberg’s niece, France) spoke and reflected on history and on lessons for the future and suggested recommended actions.
There were brief talks, some recorded, by Rabbi David Rosen (American Jewish Committee), Eli Joseph (Tnuat Reut), Professor Emeritus Joseph Agassi (Tel Aviv U.), Larry Pfeffer (JWG), Dr. Mario Ablin (International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation), Max Grunberg (Raoul Wallenberg Honorary Citizens Committee), Minister Nathan Sharansky, Dr./Rabbi Norman Lamm (Chancellor, Yeshiva University, USA), Prof. Sevah Weiss (Yad Vashem Chairman of the Board), Toby Willig (EMUNAH), William Mehlman (AFSI) and Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger
Many composers, film directors, artists, poets, musicians and singers participated in person or thru works sent to the event. They included Adelina Klein, Anna Segal, Ava Schonberg (USA), Ben Olander (Sweden), Bob Kimmel (USA), David Ben Reuven, David Gur, Prof. David Kranzler (USA), Ensemble Viva, Gershon Kingsley (USA), Henry and Bobbie Shaffner (USA), Joseph Marton, Nissim Baroukh, Rina Levinzon, Ruth Levin, Sandy Cash and Yitzchak Greenfield. A number of works were commissioned for the event, which was their world premiere.

A beautiful commemorative CD including the musical part of the program is available from the Jerusalem Working Group.

Photos and details on Web site (under “Recent Events”): www.geocities.com/jerusalem_working_group
Contact: Larry Pfeffer (054) 726-7681
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